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By Jimbo Gimson 

 

 

 The 
Chapar

ral  
“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” 

& “Wild Creatures of the 

Desert”  
 

   This year the Hi-Desert 

Nature Museum celebrates its 

50
th

 anniversary and these shows 

are an example of the great 

things you can expect 

throughout the year. 

   The “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” 

portion of these shows was 

another example of what our 

local artists can accomplish 

when challenged to create 

something out of  what would 

normally be considered trash.  

 

   Two Chaparral Artists 

members, Carolyn Eads-Blaker 

and Barbara 

Wells-Roberts, 

took on and 

excelled at the 

challenge of 

creating 

something 

interesting out 

of junk. 

   I really liked Carolyn and 

Barbara’s creations but I have to 

admit that my favorite piece in 

either show wasn’t by a member 

of Chaparral Artists.  It was “LP 

Bird” by Jimbo Gimson.  If it 

was possible I would acquire 

this for myself. 

   “Wild Creatures of the Desert” 

brought more entries by 

members of Chaparral Artists as 

well as other talented local 

artists.  Carolyn and Barbara 

also submitted entries in this 

show as well as Chaparral 

Artists members Sharon George, 

Sherry Killam, Darlene Morris, 
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Patricia Quandel, Tami Roleff, 

and Marjorie Trandem 

   One of the advantages of 

attending an art reception, 

besides being one of the first to 

view the work and meet the 

artists, is to partake in the 

refreshments.  Even now I can’t 

forget the taste of some of the 

wonderful cheeses served at the 

reception for these shows.  

Congratulations to Crystal 

Mason who did a great job of 

providing wonderful 

refreshments for this event.  I 

understand that she’s the go to 

person for finding bargains 

when planning food for any 

event.  

   These shows will be on 

display thru April 26. 

 

Whittaker’s Art Supply 

Celebrates Second 

Anniversary 
 

   I first met Dawn Whittaker 

shortly after she opened 

Whittaker’s Art Supply in 

Twentynine Palms two years 

ago.  When I spoke to her the 

first time I was looking for 

businesses that would offer 

discounts to local artist groups.  

She didn't hesitate for one 

moment to offer our members a 

10% discount on everything in 

the store. 

   Being an artist herself; Dawn 

is familiar with the type of items 

artists require and tries to fill 

their needs.  If there is an art or 

craft item that she doesn't have 

in stock she will do her best to 

get it for you.  

   Dawn doesn't stop with 

supplying materials for artists.  

She also displays their work in 

her store.  Each month different  

artists display their work.  At the 

Second Anniversary Reception 

on January 25 one piece of art 

sold within 30 minutes.      

   Among the art on display 

during the Second Anniversary 

Show were pieces by Chaparral 

Artists members Raini 

Armstrong, Becky Huffman, 

Hugh Huffman, Julianne Koza, 

Sandra Lytch, Barbara 

Matheney, Patricia Quandel, 

Tami Roleff, Dianne Stroble, 

Constance Walsh, and Barbara 

Wells-Roberts. 

 

Art Colony of Morongo 

Valley 
 

   On February 1 the Art Colony 

of Morongo Valley opened the 

doors to their new art gallery 

and gift shop in Covington Park 

which is located next to the Big 

Morongo Canyon Preserve in 

Morongo Valley.   

   I attended the grand opening 

and ribbon cutting ceremony 

and the remodel was a huge 

surprise.  For those of you who 

have been to the gallery in the 

past you wouldn’t recognize it 

now. 

   Under the guidance of 

President Dennis Hofelich the 

Art Colony of Morongo Valley 

has taken great strides into the 

twenty-first century. Club 

members have taken a ho-hum 

gallery and turned it into a 

colorful gift shop full of 

members’ arts and crafts.  

   The club is charging a 20% 

consignment fee on all sales.  Of 

that 20% the Friends of Big 

Morongo Canyon will receive 2 

½% and the Community 

Services Department (Fire 

Department) will also receive 2 

½%. This is a wonderful way for 
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artists to give back to their 

community. 

   Dennis reported that 

membership has doubled and 

during the first three days the 

gallery/gift shop was open it had 

almost $1000.00 in sales. 

   The gallery/gift shop is open 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 8:00 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

   Editor’s note – As with other 

artists groups in the area many 

members of the Art Colony of 

Morongo Valley are also 

members of Chaparral Artists. 

 

Odds & Ends 
 

   "The Artificial Jungle" is 

now playing at Groves Cabin 

Theatre on Saturdays and 

Sundays through March 9.   

   Graves Cabin Theatre is 

located at 8768 Desert Willow 

Trail in Morongo Valley.  All 

tickets are $12.00 each. 

   For reservations call (760) 

365-4523 or go on-line at 

www.grovescabintheatre.org. 

********************** 

   Pine Needle Basketry - The 

craft of coiled basketry is 

practiced world wide using a 

variety of natural and man-made 

materials.  Kathi Klopfenstein 

will teach you one of many 

techniques to start a coiled pine 

needle basket, basic stitching, 

how to shape your basket, and 

how to finishing your basket.  

You will learn about responsible 

collecting of pine needles, 

preparation, and storage your 

materials.  A variety of coiled 

baskets will be available for the 

students to study.  Kathi will 

provide the basketry materials.  

Students are asked to bring a 

small pair of scissors, small 

needle nosed pliers, a notebook 

and pencil for taking notes.  

Bring a sack lunch and be ready 

to enjoy a weekend of basketry.  

Beginner and experienced 

coilers are welcome.   

   Date/ Time:  Saturday, 

March 8, 9:00AM – 4:00PM  

  Sunday, 

March 9, 9:00AM – 4:00PM 

   Meet at:  Black Rock 

Visitor Center, 

9800 Black 

Rock Canyon, 

Yucca Valley, 

CA 92284  

   Fee:   $110 ($100 

JTNPA/PINE members).   

    Sign up:  

www.joshuatree.org  or (760) 

367-5535 

********************** 

   The High Desert 

Mythological Roundtable 

Group will be hosting art 

inspired by the myth of Medusa 

for “Musing on Medusa,” an 

art show that will run from 

March 8 – April 7, 2014 at The 

Listening Lounge, 61597 

Twentynine Palms Hwy., Joshua 

Tree. 

   The opening reception will 

take place during the 2nd 

Saturday Art Walk, March 8 

from 5 – 8 p.m. 
   Visit our event "Musing on 

Medusa: Art Inspired by the 

myth of Medusa" on Facebook 

for additional details. 

 
Noreen Lawlor shows her Medusa 

look next to her Medusa painting at 

the Glass Outhouse Gallery. 
********************** 

   ARTiculative Writings & 

ARTistry Auction on 

Thursday, March 6 at 5 p.m. 

at Hope Academy Charter 

School, 57725 29 Palms Hwy., 

Suite 403 in Yucca Valley. 

   Let us share our masterful 

writings from the imaginative, 

inventive  and   ingenious  

http://www.grovescabintheatre.org/
http://www.joshuatree.org/
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minds of Hope Academy's 

scholars. 

   Shhhh...mum is the word in 

our silent auction of student-

produced masterpieces.  Come 

support your Local Artists. 

   All proceeds go to the Hope 

Academy Artistry Club. 

   Please contact Jenna Morales 

at 760-484-8998 with any 

questions. 

********************** 

   Tammy Adams and Delores 

Landeros will be the featured 

artists at the Glass Outhouse 

Gallery  from Mar. 1 - 30.  

There will be an artists 

reception on Mar. 1 from  5 - 9 

p.m.  Music will be provided 

by Dana Larson. 

********************** 

Don’t forget to follow Chaparral 

Artists on Facebook! 

********************** 

   Desert Art Center Gallery 

Opening and Artist Reception 

Friday, March 7, from 6 – 8 

p.m.  

   Please join us for the March 

2014 Gallery Opening and 

Artist Reception Fundraiser 

for the Desert Art Center 

Scholarship Program.  Fabric 

artist Bob Hoffmann will be our 

featured artist in the Small 

Gallery.  100% of this evening's 

sales will go to the DAC's 

Scholarship Fund.   

   Each year since 1965 the 

Desert Art Center has awarded 

scholarships to high school 

seniors who are pursuing degree 

in design or the arts. Over 150 

scholarships have been given in 

amounts from $300 to $1500.    

   The Desert Art Center is  

located at 550 N. Palm Canyon 

Drive in Palm Springs. 

********************** 

   Every drama group has 

experienced the horrors of what 

can go wrong on opening night, 

and the ladies of the 

F.A.H.E.T.G. Dramatic Society 

are no different, with the 

possible exception that almost 

everything that could happen 

does!  The scenery collapses, 

cues are missed, lines forgotten, 

even the sound effects take on a 

strange note, as the ladies 

present their ambitious evening's 

entertainment with the cunning 

whodunit, "Murder At 

Checkmate Manor." 

    Theatre 29 announces "The 

Farndale Avenue Housing 

Estates Town's Women's 

Guild Dramatic Society 

Murder Mystery" will run 

weekends from February 28th 

through March 27th with Friday 

and Saturday night 

performances at 7:00 p.m. Two 

Sunday matinees will be held at 

2:30 p.m. March 9th and March 

23rd. Tickets are $12.00 for 

General Admission, $10.00 for 

Seniors and Military, and $8.00 

for students with ID and 

children under 12. The play is 

suitable for all age groups. 

Tickets can be reserved at 

www.theatre29.org or by calling 

the Theatre 29 Box Office at 

760-361-4151 

********************** 

    The 29 Palms Art Gallery is 

showing Janis Commentz and 

Olive Toscani through March 

31st, with an Artist Reception 

on Sunday, March 2nd  from 

noon to 3 p.m. 
    Janis Commentz will exhibit 

watercolor, pastel, acrylic and 

oil paintings.      

    Olive Toscani's show will 

feature assemblage, playful 

http://www.theatre29.org/
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forms of 'niche', or 'nichos' 

ceramics and paintings inspired 

by the joy and color of the 

Mojave Desert.   

   For more information, contact 

the gallery at 760-367-7819. 

**********************  

   Auditions for the spring 

production of Theatre 29's 2014 

season, the latest in the smash 

hit musical "Nunsense" series, 

"Nunset Boulevard - The 

Nunsense Hollywood Bowl 

Show", have been scheduled for 

Monday, March 3rd at 6:30 

p.m. on the Theatre 29 Main 

Stage at 73637 Sullivan Road. 

The musical will take the stage 

for five weeks beginning April 

25th through May 24th. 

   Veteran director Kathryn 

Ferguson will be seeking a cast 

of five singer/actors for this 

production. Most lead roles 

require the ability to sing. All 

roles require some comedic 

timing. For more information, 

contact the director, Kathryn 

Ferguson via email at 

KFerguson@theatre29.org. 

********************** 

   Last year at this time 

Chaparral Artists had a 

readership of approximately 

460 families.  That has grown 

to about 525.  Of that total 18 

new subscribers were added in 

February. 

   Subscriptions are free.  To 

subscribe simply send your 

name and email address to 

chaparralartists@gmail.com. 

**********************  

   “The Desert Rocks!” Life on 

the Faultline.” is the theme for 

the spring Art in Public Places 

exhibition at Twentynine Palms 

Visitor Center and Gallery and 

Chamber of Commerce. The art 

show will be exhibited from 

April 1 to June 27, 2014.  

   Artists are encouraged to 

submit three-dimensional work 

such as assemblage, sculpture, 

ceramics, or fabric art as well as 

more conventional mediums, 

like oil or acrylic painting, 

watercolor, photography, and 

mixed media.  

   Artists are requested to read 

the complete Exhibition 

Guidelines available at the 

visitor center and on the Art in 

Public Places page at 

www.29palms.org. 

   Artwork submissions are due   
on Friday, March 28 between 11  

a.m. and 1 p.m. 

   The gallery is open daily in the 

Visitor Center and Chamber on 

the highway at the corner of 

Desert Queen Ave., downtown 

Twentynine Palms. Art in Public 

Places exhibitions are presented 

by the Public Arts Advisory 

Committee of the City of 

Twentynine Palms. 

   Editor’s note – At this time I 

don’t have the date and time of 

the reception. 
*********************** 

Chaparral Artists next regular 

meeting will be at 1:00 p.m. on 

March 10
th

 at Desert Hills 

Presbyterian Church at  

56750 Mountain View Trail  

in Yucca Valley. 

 

From the Editor 
 

   I’m sure that most of you have 

noticed by now that there are 

considerably more photographs 

in the newsletter this year than 

there has been in the past.  A 

large reason for that is because I 

am getting out a lot more than I 

have in quite a while and have 

attended more events.  The other 

reason is because the more 

pictures I put in the newsletters 

the less I have to write. 

  When I attend an art show or 

art reception I try to get 

photographs of at least one piece 

of art by every member of 

Chaparral Artists who is 

exhibiting.  I also try to shoot 

other members who are in 

attendance.  Besides showing 

everyone that we support our 

members it also helps others get 

familiar with the faces of our 

artists and their work. 

   One disadvantage of attending 

so many events is that I usually 

have some articles that I can’t fit 

in each month.  For instance on 

February 1 I attended the grand 

opening of the gallery and gift 

shop of the Art Colony of 

Morongo Valley, spent some 

time at Whitewater Preserve, 

and attended an artists’ 

reception at the Glass Outhouse 

Gallery.  The next day I attended 

the Youth Art Show at the 

Twentynine Palms Gallery.   

   In order to keep you informed 

on upcoming events I won’t 

always have room for articles on 

all of the events I attend each 

month.  The others will have to 

wait until the following month. 

   I create a collage of 

photographs for each event and 

I’m still working on getting the 

size of the print to be about the 

same size on each one without 

being blurry.  It turns out its 

more work than I expected so 

please bear with me. 

   I hope you like the changes to 

the newsletter. 

   Pat 

 

Actors and Artists 
  

   On February 21 the Morongo 

Basin's newest theater group, the 

St. Joseph's Players, opened "On 

Golden Pond" their newest play 

at St. Joseph of Arimathea 

Church in Yucca Valley.  This 

production stars Lloyd Steele, 

Sue Kelly, Saddie Johannsson, 

Benjamin Bees, and Trevor 

Carpenter and runs through 

March 16. 

   Debuting in July 2013 I 

believe that The St. Joseph 

Players" are the only live theater 

group performing in Yucca 

Valley.   

   With live theater being 

performed  in  all four  Morongo  

tel:760-367-7819
mailto:chaparralartists@gmail.com
http://www.29palms.org/
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Artists Discounts Offered 
 

The following businesses offer 

discounts to artists or incentives 

for those who present their artist 

membership card prior to 

checkout. 
 

Cowboy Attic 
Located in the Historic Plaza 

Twentynine Palms, CA 

(If you are a Chaparral Artists 

member and create an account 

at Cowboy Attic then 10% of 

what you spend will be 

donated to Chaparral Artists 

at the end of six months.) 

*** 

Ground Control Hobbies 
55696 29 Palms Hwy. 

Yucca Valley, CA 

(10% off on all art supplies) 

*** 

Oasis Office Supply 
56925 Yucca Trail, Suite D 

Yucca Valley CA 

(10% off on all art supplies) 

(Custom orders for all the 

supplies needed for your art 

classes with a 15% off 

discount to your students for 

those supplies.) 

*** 

Whitaker’s Art Supply 
5684 Historic Plaza 

Twentynine Palms, CA 

(10% off everything in the 

store) 

 

Basin communities everyone has 

the opportunity to see various 

high quality live performances 

without having to leave the 

Morongo Basin or pay high 

ticket prices. 

   If you are one of the lucky 

people who go to see "On 

Golden Pond" I hope you take 

time to look at the artwork on 

the walls.  Among the artists 

whose artwork is displayed is 

Chaparral Artist member Nancy 

Miehle. 

   Tickets cost $10 for general 

admission and $8 for military, 

students and anyone 55 or older.  

Tickets are available at The Silk 

Purse in Twentynine Palms and 

Wind Walker in Joshua Tree, or 

call (760) 365-7133 and leave 

your name and number. 

 

Event Calendar 
Chaparral Artists & club 

member events are 
highlighted. 

 
Now – March 9 

“The Artificial Jungle” at 

Groves Cabin Theatre in 

Morongo Valley 

********** 

Now – March 27 

The F.A.H.E.T.G. Dramatic 

Society Murder Mystery at 

Theatre 29 in Twentynine Palms 

********** 

Now – March 28 

"Dust, Rust & Verdigris: 

Weathered Relics of the Desert”  

at the Twentynine Palms Visitor 

Center and Gallery in 

Twentynine Palms 

**********  

Now – April 26 

“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” & 

“Wild Creatures of the Desert” 

Art Show at the Hi-Desert 

Nature Museum in Yucca 

Valley 

********** 

March 1 - 30 

Tammy Adams & Delores 

Landeros at the Glass Outhouse 

Gallery east of 29 Palms 

Reception 

March 1 (5 – 9 p.m.) 

********** 

March 2 – 31 

Janis Commentz & Olive 

Toscani at the 29 Palms Art 

Gallery in 29 Palms 

Reception 

March 2 (Noon – 3 p.m.) 

********** 

March 3 (6:30 p.m.) 

Auditions for “Nunset 

Boulevard” at Theatre 29 in  

29 Palms 

********** 

March 6 (5 p.m.) 

ARTiculative Writings & 

ARTistry Auction at Hope 

Academy Charter School in 

Yucca Valley 

********** 

March 7 (6 – 8 p.m.) 

Desert Art Center Gallery 

Opening and Artist Reception in 

Palm Springs 

********** 

March 8 & 9 

(9 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.) 

Pine Needle Basketry at Black 

Rock Visitor Center in 

Yucca Valley 

********** 

March 8 (5 – 8 p.m.) 

Opening reception for “Musing 

on Medusa” at the Listening 

Lounge in Joshua Tree 

********** 

March 8 – April 7 

“Musing on Medusa” at the 

Listening Lounge in Joshua Tree 

********** 

March 10 (1 – 3 p.m.) 
Chaparral Artists meeting in the 

Desert Hills Presbyterian 

Church at 56750 Mountain 

View Trail in Yucca Valley 

********** 

March 28 (11 a.m. – 1 p.m.) 

“The Desert Rocks!” Life on the 

Faultline.” artwork submissions 

due at the 29 Palms Chamber of 

Commerce & Gallery 

********** 

April 1 – June 27 

“The Desert Rocks!” Life on the 

Faultline.” at the 29 Palms 

Chamber of Commerce & 

Gallery 

********** 

April 14 (1 – 3 p.m.) 
Chaparral Artists meeting in the 

Desert Hills Presbyterian 

Church at 56750 Mountain 

View Trail in Yucca Valley 

********** 

April 20 

Hi-Desert Nature Museum Earth 

Day celebration in Yucca Valley 


