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groups in the Morongo Basin,

organization, 1s one of the oldest artists
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Editors note—if you have any
questions please send them to
ChaparralArtists@gmail.com and
include your name and phone number
so that one of our volunteers can reply
back to you.

President's Palette

I was asked to run as an officer
on the Chaparral board in the hope
that [ would "shake things up."

I had three agenda items for my
(first) year as President.

The first got accomplished before
I even stepped into the position,
because | started talking about it as
soon as | agreed to run. Namely, it
was to see Chaparral have a gallery
presence that ran continuously. We
have had presences in three galleries
up 'til now: Rainbow Stew, Desert
Hills Presbyterian Church, and The
Center for Healthy Generations.

I think all these galleries are
great, and I have sold art as a
featured artist at Desert Hills, but I
think that an arts organization that is
a registered non-profit in the State of

California and a 501(c)(3)
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tax-exempt education organization
according to the IRS should have a
stronger presence in the community.

When [ started talking about this
wish, we took the conversation to
Valerie Meyer at Rainbow Stew, and
she told us that the schedule for their
gallery was open for the entire year
and that Chaparral could use that
room continually. She even told me
that we could call the room the
Chaparral Gallery. So that agenda
item was set before I even became
President.

My second agenda item for the
year is that because we are a
tax-exempt non-profit, we are
eligible for all kinds of state grants,
and I would like to see all of our
members become more aware of
grant opportunities. I don't have any
New Year's Resolutions concerning
how many grants we might apply for
this year, but I would just like to get
people talking about it--talking is
how we got an every-day all-year
gallery space.

My third agenda item is directly

connected to our mission statement,
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which, paraphrased, is to promote art
culture and potential in the hi-desert
by providing art programming and
demonstrations designed to educate
and stimulate the interests of both
youth and adults.

I think that some of us think of
Chaparral simply as a club, and
certainly most of us have artists in
our closest social circles, but many
of us are professional artists or
serious hobbyists who want to
advance our careers or pursuits.

I would like to see us focusing on
accomplishing our mission first and
foremost among members who have
signed on and contributed dues to
our cause. | think that our members
should be the primary beneficiaries
of our programming and
demonstrations, because I think that
if our members become stronger and
more secure, knowledgeable, and
experienced artists, we will be better
prepared to bring art to the broader
community.

So I want to see us all feeling
nurtured as artists by our
membership in this club. As my
husband Grey points out, it is
laboring together toward a common

goal that forges bonds, and by

working together I want us, as a

natural outgrowth, extending and
deepening our friendships. But it
starts with the mission statement.

I am known to be opinionated,
but I also hope to be known as open.
Let's make 2021 a good year for
Chaparral.

At your service,

Khrysso Heart LeFey

Vice President - An

Artist’s View

I believe it was in October that I
was asked if I would like to be an
officer for Chaparral Artist. When
asked what position, Julianne said,
Vice President. I was intrigued and
excited. Of course, there would be a
vote among the members, so I waited
in anticipation. I felt, if it was meant
to be, I would be thrilled to serve.

My passion is art - in creating
and helping others discover or
fine-tune their

that

artistic  ability. 1

believe experiencing new
techniques or different approaches to
the art forms you already enjoy helps
whet the palette of your creativity.

I did receive the great news that I
was voted in, and 1 was ready to
participate!

Art 1s very therapeutic. It can be

a fantastic way to express yourself
Page 2

and become more focused. You have
the opportunity to explore, be more
colorful, or show an abstract side of
yourself. I am dedicated to making
your artistic discovery a one of a
kind experience as a mentor or class
instructor.

My favorite medium is ink and
acrylic art. I use a feather as a brush.
I hope you will share in the fun and
participate in the shows Chaparral
offers, exhibiting your art for all to
enjoy!

Looking forward to meeting and
serving you.

Nancy Kimes

General Meetings

For the time being, Chaparral
Artists will not be holding their
monthly general meetings at the
Center for Healthy Generations. We
hope to change this as soon as the
pandemic situation improves. We are
all doing the best we can during
these uncertain times, by following
the State and County regulations in

respect to COVID19.

Chaparral Outings

Chaparral group outings are a

fantastic way to enjoy fun and
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engaging locations that we might
otherwise put off because of the
travel required. In a group of two or
more, museums, zoos, gardens, and
historic locations are more enjoyable
and safe, and travel becomes a
shared endeavor. We look forward to
adding these outings back onto the
calendar when the health of the
County has increased! Until then,
keep a list of locations in the back of
your mind, and please share with
Chaparral Artists so that we can

make plans once we are able.

Featured Artists Displays

Chaparral Artists must continue
to postpone the featured artists
displays at both the Center for
Healthy Generations and the Desert
Hills Presbyterian Church. We look
forward to starting up again as soon
as it is safe for our members and

these venues.

Current Gallery Show

A silver lining in all of the
pandemic craziness is Rainbow Stew
in Yucca Valley. They remain open
to the public to provide a beautiful
gift shop experience. We are lucky to

have them as supporters of Chaparral

and we will do our best to continue
to support them in return.

The “Anything Goes” show
featuring Chaparral Artists is on
display now at Rainbow Stew until
January 13. Fourteen Chaparral
members have art available for
purchase - Raini Armstrong, Kim
Clements, David Clements, Jennifer
Grandi, Nancy Kimes, Julianne
Koza, Khrysso Heart LeFey, Nancy
McHenry, Valerie Meyer, Nancy
Miehle, Joan Scott, Julia Terpening,

and Sunshine Laue.

Upcoming Gallery Show

Our next show will be another

“Anything  Goes” theme. We
welcome the membership to deliver
up to three entries for this open-style
show. It will be on display at
Rainbow Stew in Yucca Valley from
January 16 through February 10.
Intake will be held on Thursday,
January 14, 4:30-6pm AND Friday,
January 15, 12:30-2pm. This is open
to members. Intake is also listed
under the Events Calendar. We ask
that masks be worn and that social

distancing is followed.
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Annual Membership Dues

Annual dues are requested by the
end of January. Individual dues are
$25.00 and families are $35.00.
Mail to: Chaparral Artists, Inc, PO
Box 2202, Joshua Tree, Ca, 92252.

Chaparral Collage

Reach Out and be Heard

During this limited programming
period with Chaparral, where we
cannot hold general meetings or
attend events together, we hope to
provide a different way to keep the
sense of the art community alive.
Chaparral wants to hear from you!

What artistic projects have kept
you going through this pandemic?
Share a photo of your latest creation
with us that we can share in our next
newsletter. ~ What have your
experiences been with the virtual
gathering options using Zoom,
Google, or others? Have you joined
any online art classes? Do you write
an online blog now, and do you want
to share it with us? We want to hear
about you and we want to share these
experiences with others, because it
might just spark an idea in someone

that they had not considered yet.



The Chaparral Sketch

January 2021

It is up to us to keep the
conversation going. To keep the arts
alive. To keep our creations in the
spotlight. Reach out to the Assembly,
Chaparral members, and share your

stories!

Changes & Opportunities

As President Khrysso
announced, we now have the ability
to display Chaparral art throughout
the year at Rainbow Stew. The
calendar has been planned and you
will notice one repeated theme - the
“Anything Goes” show.

This

theme is open to

interpretation and is meant to
provide the membership with
limitless opportunities to show their
works.

Our members are diverse in
medium

and style, some even

juggling different mediums and
styles. This diversity is brilliant, but
we have noticed that some of our
members find it difficult to display
their art during themed shows. Our
categories tend to be too specific.
Abstract works cannot always be
perfectly grouped under “Nature” or
“Man-Made” and often these
members simply do not enter their

art during our shows - themed or

judged. To rectify this, the

“Anything Goes” themed shows
scattered throughout the year will
provide opportunities that should

work for most art styles.

The Social Media Push
by Raini Armtrong

Social media. Are you on board
with the push to get online?

It isn't for everyone, in part
because it often requires a cell phone
with an adequate data plan. For those
opting for social media's computer
side, you still need semi-reliable
internet access and some tech-savvy
leanings (or maybe a tech-savvy
relative!)

Even when you have all that, you
need to be willing to post at least a
little bit about your art every week.
If this sounds doable for you, get out
there, and represent yourself online!
Maintaining a social media presence
is practically a must nowadays,
especially during these uncertain
times with the pandemic.

I am honestly impressed by all
those artists that already have a
social presence online. And 1
congratulated those that are in the

process of creating one as 1 write

this. Social media, love it, or hate it,
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provides an accessible foundation for
your art for those billions of people
seeking beauty from within their
homes. If you can swing it, try to
establish yourself and your creations
through Facebook, Instagram, Etsy,
or a blog. If you are really enthused,
think about all of them while
throwing in the occasional YouTube
video capturing the creation of you at
work. The strengths of social media
are, of course, the shout-outs and the
shares of new works-in-progress.
Those updates keep the discussion
going. Keep that in mind, as you
venture forth into the social media
world.

I personally hope to become half
as productive as those with a strong
social media presence already. You
that have found your voice in an
artist's

blog - speaking on the

meaning of your art, of your
thoughts and feelings going into a
piece, of your studio space, and how
you've improved it; I commend you.
You who have gone into the imagery
sharing of snaps and color, creating a
digital collage of your creativity, |
am in awe. Keep up the great work!
And for the rest of us, let's try to

find our presence online where

possible as well.
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Events Calendar

Now - January 13
“Anything Goes”
members only themed show at
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

January 14 & 15
“Anything Goes”
members only themed show
Drop-off Day 1
January 14 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
January 15 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

January 16 - February 10
“Anything Goes”
members only themed show at
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

February 11 & 12

“Black & White”
members only themed show
Drop-off Day 1
February 11 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
February 12 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

February 13 - March 10
“Black & White”
members only themed show at
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

March 11 & 12

Judged Photography show
Open to the public
Drop-off Day 1
March 11 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
March 12 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

March 13 - April 14
Judged Photography on display at
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine

Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

April 15 & 16

Judged Fine Art show
Open to the public

Drop-off Day 1

April 15 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2

April 16 at 12:30-2pm

Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

April 17 - May 12
Judged Fine Art on display at

Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

May 13 & 14

“Abstract
members only themed show
Drop-off Day 1
May 13 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
May 14 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley
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May 15 - June 16

“Abstract”
members only themed show at
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

June 17 & 18
“Anything Goes
members only themed show
Drop-off Day 1
June 17 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
June 18 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

June 19 - July 14

“Anything Goes”
members only themed show at
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

July 15 & 16
“Mixed Media”
members only themed show
Drop-off Day 1
July 15 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
July 16 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

July 17 - August 11

“Mixed Media”
members only themed show at
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley
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August 12 & 13

“Anything Goes”
members only themed show
Drop-off Day 1
August 12 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
August 13 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

August 14 - September 15
“Anything Goes”
members only themed show at
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

September 16 & 17

Judged Photography show
Open to the public
Drop-off Day 1
September 16 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
September 17 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

President Khrysso Heart LeFey

September 18 - October 13

Judged Photography on display at

Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

October 14 & 15

Judged Fine Art show
Open to the public

Drop-off Day 1

October 14 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2

October 15 at 12:30-2pm

Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

October 16 - November 10

Judged Fine Art on display at
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

November 11 & 12
“Same but Different”
members only themed show
Drop-off Day 1
November 11 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
November 12 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

November 13 - December 15
“Same but Different”
members only themed show at
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley
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December 16 & 17

“Anything Goes”
members only themed show
Drop-off Day 1
December 16 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
December 17 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

December 18 - January 12
“Anything Goes”
members only themed show at
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine
Palms Highway, Yucca Valley

Administrative Assembly

President Khrysso Heart LeFey

Vice President Nancy Kimes

Treasurer Nancy McHenry
Secretary Raini Armstrong
Advertising Rainbow Stew

Historian Unfilled Position
Newsletter Raini Armstrong

Show Committee

Raini Armstrong
(chair), Board
members

Sunshine

Julia Terpening

‘Website, Social

Raini Armstrong

Hospitality

Unfilled Position




The Chaparral Sketch January 2021

“Anything Goes” themed members display showing at Rainbow Stew,
December 19 - January 13
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