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First Bloom

:Chaparral Artists, a non-profit organization, :
is one of the oldest artists groups in the
Morongo Basin.

Presidents Palette

Spring looks very different to me here than it does
where I come from in Ohio. Still, Spring is apparently
coming, both literally and figuratively. Midwesterners
learn that farmers have a practice of letting their fields
lie fallow or uncultivated on occasion. This practice
gives the land a rest, long enough to gather nutrients
that will nurture crops in the future years.

In a way, the pandemic has forced a kind of fallow
status for many. I, for example, live the life of an
artist and not an employee. Relatively speaking, I

experienced less upheaval than some did due to the

pandemic, to the extent that my work-life didn't
change a lot. Staying at home was something I did
anyway. It wasn't hard for me to see the lockdowns
and quarantines as a kind of sequestering, even
though this 'retreat' was imposed on me. I hung no
new physical art for most of the year, and I sold next
to nothing. More significantly, I created very little
new visual art.

That is not to say that [ was not creative. I've been
a writer since my teens. Shortly after social distancing
got imposed on us, I hauled out some 10-year-old
notes and began the journey of developing them into a
manuscript. So, writing and editing dominated most
of my creative life in 2020.

Now, people are getting vaccinated against the
virus. There is something of an end in sight to the
harsh restrictions on our social lives. Arts
organizations are beginning to resume gallery and
conference schedules. Rainbow Stew has been
hosting shows for Chaparral Artists for three months
now; MBCAC is planning the Studio Tours in the
Fall; The 29 Palms Art Guild is signing up volunteers
for re-opening its gallery, and so is the Desert Art
Center in Palm Springs (of which I am a gallery
member). Suddenly, two shows that I was scheduled
for last year are back on my calendar! If I want to
hang new art in them, I need to get cracking.

I cannot say if there will be noticeable differences

in my mixed-media or my digital creations due to my
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artistic life 'lying fallow' this past year. As Spring
appears gradually over the desert, I can say that I'm of
a mind not to stress as my art-life re-awakens
simultaneously. If my style doesn't change
appreciably, maybe I'll find my inner stores of
creativity replenished in ways I hadn't expected. One
can always hope.

And I hope the same for you.

At your service,

Khrysso Heart LeFey

Vice President - An Artist’s View

Hello again, I hope you are doing well and are
ready to greet spring! This is the season where you
can 'spring forth' into new energy and open your
creative mind to new possibilities. The Earth is
transforming once again. The one constant we
experience in life is change. Without change, we
become like winter, stuck and frozen in time.

Once spring arrives (metaphorically speaking),
you awaken your consciousness and decide what kind
of 'seeds' you want to plant to experience the growth
and the potential latent in you! Planting new ideas
along the way gives you lots of choices to pick from.
If you don't select or nurture your choices, however,
the wind will blow them away. So you are faced with
a decision. What are you going to do?

This is true in all aspects of change.

The artist decides the style and medium with what
they want to paint. When their piece is finished, is it
framed, or maybe it is hidden in a closet somewhere?
Eventually, with more experience, the artist gains

confidence and begins to share their work. You have

an opportunity when you draw upon the courage to
paint to also display your work. Recognize that you
are a true artist, and your life will grow by leaps and
bounds as you share your creations.

Why did you become an artist? Do you want to
bring creativity, beauty, or acceptance into your life?
You know at your core what the reason is, and many
of your reasons may tie together. Whatever the
reason, accept that the longing you have is just what
the doctor ordered.

As soon as it is possible, join me on adventurous
outings to Whitewater, to Joshua Tree National Park,
and to The Wolf Sanctuary so we can paint, learn,
co-create, and share together.

Looking at brighter days ahead,

Nancy Kimes

General Meetings

Chaparral Artists are not holding general meetings
at this time, however, we will be sure to notify

everyone via email or phone when this changes.

Group Outings

We cannot provide a schedule for Chaparral
outings yet, but that doesn’t stop us from making
hopeful plans! As mentioned in the Vice President’s
message, several locations are being considered.
Whitewater provides amazing trails and pleasant
paint-out opportunities under the shade of sycamores
and cottonwood. Joshua Tree National Park provides
no end to the possibilities for group outings. The Wolf
Sanctuary will

offer artists, photographers, and

animal lovers alike the opportunity to support a group
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that protects and educates. Once it is deemed safe to
do so, we will begin planning these outings once

again.

Current Gallery Display

The Black & White themed members show is on
display at Rainbow Stew until March 10. Eight
Chaparral members have art available for purchase -
Raini Armstrong, Kim Clements, Nancy Kimes,
Julianne Koza, Khrysso Heart LeFey, Nancy Miehle,
Joan Scott, and Misty Sunshine.

Upcoming Gallery Display

Our next show will be the

Spring Judged

Photography Show. You do not need to be a member

of Chaparral Artists to enter, so invite your friends
and family to submit their unique photography. For
more information, visit the website.

For anyone that had art on display during the
“Black & White” show, please be sure to pick up your

unsold pieces during intake.

Future Gallery Displavs

The month of April will be our Judged Fine Art

Show. This is an open call for fine art entries so make
sure to pass on the announcement to friends and
family. Remember, we must limit entries to those
pieces that can hang on the wall. All art must be
original and cannot have been displayed in a previous
judge show with Chaparral Artists.

The month of May will feature a new theme of
“Abstract”, the next members only show to display at

Rainbow Stew.

The month of June will feature our second
“Anything Goes” members only themed show of

2021.

The latest, detailed information about upcoming
shows can always be found on the Chaparral Artists

website. Be sure to check in regularly for updates.

Chaparral Collage

Starting Up Again

Here and there, we are experiencing limitations
lifting. A meal outdoors, a weekend away from home,
maybe even an in-person art workshop. Precautions
will still be required, but it is nice to experience a
little splash of normalcy in any form.

I was given the go-ahead to begin the watercolor
class at the Center for Healthy Generations again, in a
limited capacity. It has provided a nice change. Our
focus over the last month matched the Chaparral
theme of Black & White, as we put to practice
painting using a starkly limited palette. I had a great
time, and I hope that the few that attended did too!

Over the next few months, I plan on continuing to
loosely follow the Chaparral schedule. I might
introduce techniques that
lend
well to May’s Abstract

could themselves

theme or maybe even the

Mixed Media  theme
coming up in July
Ultimately, 1 hope to

continue painting with
those in attendance for as

long as the Center can
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have us. If you are interested in painting with us at
this watercolor instruction workshop on Friday
mornings, reach out to rainia@gmail.com. I must
keep the class limited to ten people, so

pre-registration is a must.

First Bloom

Spring is upon us
new life begins,
the roses you planted
now bloom once again.

Held captivate with winter and
fifty shades of gray,
we are now kissed with color,
light rain and warm days.

We awaken our palette
to the new dawn,
breathe in bright colors,
while birds sing their song.

We watch and listen,
and are ready to start,
with paintbrush in hand,
we bring life to fine art.

Maybe a camera would
better suit you,
digital art or
something else to pursue.

It is time to re-quench

your creative desire.

Let your passion burn
like a blazing fire.

By Nancy Kimes, 2021
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“Blushing Red Rose”
Art by Nancy Kimes

Black & White show entries displayed at Rainbow Stew
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Events Calendar

NOW - March 10

“Black & White” members only themed show
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

March 11 & 12

Judged Photography show
Open to the public
Drop-off Day 1
March 11 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
March 12 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

March 13 - April 14
Judged Photography display
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

April 15 & 16

Judged Fine Art show
Open to the public
Drop-off Day 1
April 15 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
April 16 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

April 17 - May 12
Judged Fine Art display
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

May 13 & 14
“Abstract” members only themed show
Drop-off Day 1
May 13 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
May 14 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

May 15 - June 16

“Abstract” members only themed show
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

June 17 & 18
“Anything Goes” members only themed show
Drop-off Day 1
June 17 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
June 18 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

June 19 - July 14

“Anything Goes” members only themed show
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

July 15 & 16
“Mixed Media” members only themed show
Drop-off Day 1
July 15 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
July 16 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

July 17 - August 11

“Mixed Media” members only themed show
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

August 12 & 13
“Anything Goes” members only themed show
Drop-off Day 1
August 12 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
August 13 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

August 14 - Sept 15

“Anything Goes” members only themed show
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway
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September 16 & 17

Judged Photography show
Open to the public
Drop-off Day 1
September 16 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
September 17 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

September 18 - Oct 13
Judged Photography display
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

October 14 & 15

Judged Fine Art show
Open to the public
Drop-off Day 1
October 14 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
October 15 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

Administrative Assembly

President Khrysso Heart LeFey
Vice President Nancy Kimes
Treasurer Carl Smelko
Secretary Raini Armstrong
Advertising Rainbow Stew
Historian Unfilled Position
Newsletter Raini Armstrong

Show Committee

Raini Armstrong
chairperson),
oard members

Sunshine Julia Terpening

'Website, Social [Raini Armstrong
Publicity Unfilled Position
Hospitality Unfilled Position
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