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:Chaparral Artists, a non-profit organization, :
is one of the oldest artists groups in the
Morongo Basin.

President’s Palette

Greetings All,

I want to first thank everyone that entered the Fine
Arts Show! I loved seeing everyone’s amazing art
pieces. You are all fantastic and you all deserve
ribbons as far as I am concerned.

I also want to thank Nancy Miehle and Jennifer
Grandi for their wonderful presentations at the
general meetings in September and October. We
appreciate your willingness to demonstrate your
artistic creations and share your handouts with all of

us. Keep in mind we would love to schedule a time

for anyone who would like to share their knowledge

and conceptual applications of unique artistic
methods and mediums. The demonstrators are not
limited to members so if you know someone who
would like to introduce their artistic ability, invite
them to a meeting so they can get to know us as a
creative family. And perhaps they will feel
comfortable sharing their medium with us too.

November is now here. Where did fall go? As the
seasons change we have the opportunity to immerse
ourselves in the new contrasts that shade and shadows
offer. A new design and new look can deepen our
perceptions of the images we see, even with subject
matter we have used before. This would particularly
make sense to photographers. You certainly merit
more recognition.

I would like to suggest in the future that we will
not only schedule plein air artistry in the desert, but
also schedule an event for photography. Maybe do a
collaborative piece showing an interpretation of art
with photography. I am sure I am not introducing a
new concept. I would like to re-enact that idea during
my term as president.

May November emerge with fall and winter to
bring forth a flood of bright and rich colored formats
to whet your palette!

I would like to invite you to sign up as a

demonstrator for future meetings.

Wishing all of you a Happy Thanksgiving!
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General Meetings

We had another fun meeting since starting up
again in September. We look forward to seeing more
friends as time goes on. Our October General Meeting
saw 15 that attended and they all enjoyed Jennifer
Grandi as the guest speaker/demonstrator. Jennifer
wowed us with a lovely introduction on pastels,
speaking on the difference between soft, hard and
pencil pastels. She explained how she creates textures
and details and shared how paper types affect the end
product. Jennifer conveys so much color and detail in
her creations and her presentation was as enjoyable
and full of energy as her beautiful art. Thank you for
providing a marvelous overview of working with the
medium of pastel! We were thrilled to welcome new
members Robert Rufer, photographer and Pearl
Rodriguez, mixed media to Chaparral. We hope to see
more of their beautiful art as time goes on!

Our next general meeting will be on November 8
at 1:00 PM. The Center asks that masks be worn by
the unvaccinated. We will NOT be sharing food, so
please bring only your own snacks and drinks. Our
guest demonstrator for November is Nancy Kimes
who works with ink and feather brushes (and so much

more).

Board Meetings

Members of Chaparral Artists are invited to attend
board meetings. Previous board meeting minutes can
be requested for view purposes by contacting us
through email and requesting specific months. Our

next Board meeting will be on November 8 from

11:30 AM to 12:30 PM at the Center for Healthy

Generations.

Group Outings

We do not have any scheduled group outings to
mention at this time but we hope that members are
interested in a whole new year of opportunities! Share
your ideas with us by contacting an Officer or by

emailing us at Chaparral Artists@gmail.com

Recent Gallery Displays

In October we had our Fall Open Judged Fine Art
show. Ten (10) artists submitted a total of twenty-nine
(29) pieces. This opportunity was open to the public
and came with associated fees that help pay for prizes
to the judged winners.

Our judge was Glenn Grishkoff, a California
based artist and professor of Art and Ecology at
Loyola MaryMount University in Los Angeles. It was
a treat speaking with him and he was kind enough to
provide us with his biography and history, which will
be available on the Chaparral Artists website, and a
Juror's Statement:

When jurying an artist's show I go beyond my own
personal likes and dislikes acting in the moment and
with my intuition. I rely on my background as a
professional  educator,  artist and  spiritual
practitioner. We are judged the day we are born into
this world and until the day we die. In an odd way we
become accustomed to being judged by others in our
daily lives but when we are judged on the quality of

our creativity, and how it fits or doesn't fit into

society’s norms, this critique can become difficult to

Page 2



The Chaparral Sketch

November 2021

handle at times. Through my teachings I strive to free
others from their fear of art to embrace the act of
creativity as an essential component of daily life.

Some thoughts I often ask my students & artists
friends to ponder & discuss when creating works of
art -

® Are we born with talent or is it developed over time
to be an accomplished artist? How does time play

a role in making a work of art?

® For who and why do we make our artwork for?
How can we stay true to ourselves?

® How does the creative process feed our soul and
mesh into our daily life and the lives of others?

® Why are artist communities essential for healthy
societies and cultures?

It was a pleasure being a juror for the Chaparral
Artists group and I wish everybody the best in their
creative endeavors and continued success.

Sincerely,

Glenn Grishkoff

Glenn provided comments and it was clear that he
took great care in considering the pieces he
experienced during our Fine Art show.

The following ribbons were awarded in the three
Nature’s Beautiful

categories Kaleidoscope,

Creatures, and Abstract:

Nature's Kaleidoscope
First-place

"Eclipsed" by Raini Armstrong

Second-place
"Joshua Trees Greet the Sun" by Jennifer Grandi
Third-place
"Cactus Flower" by Nancy Miehle

Beautiful Creatures
First-place
"Creature of the Deep" by Nancy Kimes
Second-place
"Fancy Feather" by Pearl Rodriguez
Third-place

"Connection" by Kim Clements

Abstract

First-place
"Eden " by Pearl Rodriguez
Second-place
"Intertwined" by
Jeni Bate
Third-place
"Red Vase" by Susan Burton

Best of Show
"Desert Hare" by Jennifer Grandi

Honorable Mention

"Desert Shadows" by Sharon Nieters

For the official articles on this show and previous
shows, complete with pictures, please visit the
website and navigate to Publications, and then to

Articles to locate the write up that interests you.

Upcoming Gallery Displays

Our next show is the much anticipated “Same but
Different” members only show of November. This
show invokes the most discussion and coordination of
all of our members’ shows because we are
encouraged to collaborate with each other to come up

with small thematic showings of our art! This is a
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perfect opportunity to display workshop creations
where students paint the same subject but never end
up with the same result. Other examples include
presenting photography that has been post processed
in different ways. And we have been wowed by
collaborations  between  our  painters  and
photographers presenting themed groupings of art.
The sky is truly the limit with this particular show.
Intake is scheduled for November 11 from 4:30-6
p.m. & November 12 from 12:30-2 p.m.

For anyone that had art on display during the
Judged Fine Art show in October, please be sure to
pick up your unsold pieces during intake. Thank you!

The month of December will be our last
“Anything Goes” themed members-only show of the
year, so get those new or well-loved beauties framed
to share.

Information about upcoming shows can always be
found on the Chaparral Artists website by navigating
to Publications, then Exhibits, and locating the show

paperwork that you are interested in. Be sure to check

in regularly for updates.

Artists of the Month

We are featuring Chaparral members once again
at Desert Hills Presbyterian Church in Yucca Valley
AND the Center for Healthy Generations in Yucca
Valley.

Raini Armstrong is sharing her photography at the
Desert Hills Presbyterian Church in Yucca Valley.

Nancy Miehle is sharing her expressive oil

paintings at the Center for Healthy Generations in

Yucca Valley. Joan Scott also has two mixed media

and pastels at the Center!

Chaparral Collage

Art Festivals - artists and hosts, you rock!
Author: Raini Armstrong

Art festivals, art fairs, art markets, no matter what
you know them as, I bow to you who prepare your
arts and crafts and present them during the day or
over the weekend. I grew up attending arts and crafts
events. The white tops of tents lining streets, surprises
of color and craft found under each one. I have
dodged through crowds of excited customers looking
for things that speak to them and I have enjoyed
spending days surrounded by music and activity. |
always recall the best of the events but they are work,
no doubt about it. Most artists show up three,
sometimes four hours before the start of an art market
and they remain for a couple hours after as they pack
up. A day spent sharing their work and conversing
with visitors is uplifting and enjoyable, but by the end
of the day you are spent.

I was lucky to spend the first weekend of
November at the Joshua Tree Art Expo festival on the
grounds of the 29 Palms Art Gallery. The weather
was perfect, the hosts and workshops were amazing,
and the visitors were all smiles. Most of those I
conversed with were visiting from across southern
California, their focus being the National Park during
their holiday. The JT Art Expo has been a source of
fun and beauty for years, and 1 was honored to be
juried into this year’s show. I am exhausted, like all of

those that participated and/or helped run the festivities
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during the weekend, but I am going to look back with
fond memories as well!

So to all of our members and our readers that
participate in and support the wonderful arts and
crafts events in and around our community - kudos!
You inspire me. You impress me. Keep up the

amazing work.

Storm Approaching

Author: Nancy Kimes

Last month after the general meeting it was very

windy, but I still decided to drive out to Joshua Tree

National Park. I took some pictures at my favorite

places to hang out. Watching the dark greyish-blue

clouds roll in I thought, “Oh my gosh, it’s going to

rain and it will probably hail!” You don’t see this kind

of weather often and I was glad to be in the middle of
it!

o5

The “park™ is one of the places that rejuvenates
me and presents many opportunities not only to take
pictures but to also write and paint. There was a group
of artists painting at Quail Springs. I regret now not
getting the name of their group. This took place also

last month after the intake at Rainbow Stew. That was

the second time I was out there last month. However,
it is not part of this story or the pictures I am about to
share with you.

Getting back on track, the wind almost swept me
off my feet! The air was icy, similar to the cold from a
Northeaster! A Northeaster takes place in New
England if you are not familiar with that term. I am
originally from Maine so I could relate to what was
brewing here. While sitting in the car watching the
storm’s energy increase it felt like I was watching a
sci-fi movie!

With the clouds now almost turning black, I
thought it was time to leave. I was about 15 miles in,
and going out I was face to face with the massive
force. It started to rain then turned to hail. I was so
glad to be in my car. It was difficult seeing the
landscape and you certainly could not see the
mountains in the distance! The experience was scary,
whimsical, and blistery... out of the ordinary but
thrilling. Some may think I am crazy, but I would do

it again.
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Ongoing Invitation to Share!

Members and friends of Chaparral Artists, we

would be thrilled to share your artistic

accomplishments, stories, poetry, and art snapshots in
the newsletter and on our website. Please share
art-related information with us by sending your
short and

creations, stories,

thought-pieces to ChaparralArtists@gmail.com. For

anyone that cannot access the internet, call Raini

760-383-3005 to the

biographies,

Armstrong  at arrange

conveyance of your submission via phone or in
person.

Chaparral members, please share any and all
upcoming shows that YOU are displaying at, and we
will announce them and the associated reception in

the next newsletter!

Events Calendar

November 11 & 12
“Same But Different”
Members-only show
Drop-off Day 1
November 11 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
November 12 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

November 13 - December 15

“Same But Different”
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

December 13
HOLIDAY MEETING!
Chaparral Artists General Meeting, 1-3pm
Center for Healthy Generations
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

~ WA

New member Robert Rufer standing
with his photography on display at
Rainbow Stew in October

December 16 & 17

“Anything Goes #4”
Members-only show
Drop-off Day 1
December 16 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
December 17 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

December 18 - January 12, 2022
“Anything Goes”
Rainbow Stew - 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

Chaparral Art on display at the
Orchid Festival in October
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