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:Chaparral Artists, a non-profit organization, :
is one of the oldest artists groups in the
Morongo Basin.

President’s Palette

Greetings Artisans,

Thank you for voting me in for another year. We
will be traveling on the same path together again. I
hope it will be a promising year for all of us in
creativity, prosperity, and development. We have all
experienced growing pains through turbulence,
economic uncertainty, and health challenges. Through
our adversities, we can create optimism. It allows us
to grow and be mindful and intentional, creating
change that is satisfying and potentially helpful to

others. As artists, we create beauty as we capture the

moment in one form or another. Continue to do your

creations with heart and soul. We are beginning a new
year. A unique landscape is ahead of us. What
seed-thoughts do you want to add to your
landscape... your portrait, that shows who you are
and the dreams of discovery that are planted in your
garden?

Think about all the things you want to see and do
with intention. Feed your seed-thoughts with love and
care, and watch your thoughts grow! See the potential
turn into the creation of your desire. Continue to feed
the seeds you planted. See the image of what you
produced in its maturity as it reflects back to you.
This is the secret of manifesting what you want.
Remove the weeds one by one, clearing your mind to
clearly see what you are doing to attract or dismiss
the clarity about yourself.

This year step out of your comfort zone. Do
something you have never done before. Take a chance
to give more, receive more, and make a difference in
your group, community, and world! Create the change
for the highest good of all instead of complaining
about it. We can all stand together and shine in the
world through the beauty of what we create. Let’s BE
the difference so we can embrace the difference in
each other.

May your artistic endeavors bring out the light
within you!

Nancy Kimes
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General Meetings

Our last meeting of 2021 was our holiday
gathering! It was good to see those that were able to
make it out. We look forward to seeing more friends
as the new year progresses. Our December General
Meeting saw 10 members in attendance. The pig in
the poke was as enjoyable and entertaining as it
always is with its quick and quirky hints at contents
hidden within plainly wrapped items. I will always
enjoy the surprises that unfold, literally, from word to
reality. As we all know, we have quite the creative
minds in this group and equally lovely tastes. Our
greeting card and ornament contest resulted in Raini
Armstrong for the snowflake inspired watercolor card
and Julia Terpening for the small glass, multifaceted
ornament. Laughter and discussion was had at the

holiday gathering and I hope for many more to come.

Stained glass snowflake
by Julia Terpening

Snowflakes card
by Raini Armstrong

Because this January issue of the Sketch is
arriving late, I will hold off on writing up the last

meeting held on January 10, 2022. With luck T will

complete the February Chaparral Sketch and have the
January summary within.

Our next general meeting (due to the timing of
this newsletter) will be on February 14 at 1:00 PM.
The Center asks that masks be worn by all. We will
NOT be sharing food, so please bring only your own
snacks and drinks. Our guest demonstrator for
February is Nancy McHenry who works many
mediums, but this time around she will introduce us

to alcohol ink on thin metal sheets (soda pop cans!).

Board Meetings

Members of Chaparral Artists are invited to attend
board meetings. Previous board meeting minutes can
be requested for viewing by contacting us through
email and requesting specific months. Our next Board
meeting will be on February 14 from 11:30 AM to
12:30 PM at the Center for Healthy Generations, right
before the General Meeting!

Group Outings

We do not have any scheduled group outings to
mention at this time but we hope that members are
interested in a whole new year of opportunities! We
hope to arrange a trip out to the Calico Ghost Town in
the spring, so keep on the lookout for that email or
newsletter announcement. And remember to share
your ideas with us by contacting an Officer or by

emailing us at Chaparral Artists@gmail.com

Recent Gallery Displays

November 2021 featured the always enjoyable

“Same but Different” themed show at Rainbow Stew,
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in Yucca Valley. This theme always results in an
intriguing match up of group art and photography. We
are always thrilled to see what people are working on
and what creative links that our members create
between their own works or those of fellow artists.

December 2021 featured the last “Anything Goes”
themed show at Rainbow Stew, in Yucca Valley. The
show was colorful and textured, and I want to
recognize the beautiful art of our newest members,
Pearl Rodriguez, Robert Rufer, and Victoria Sebanz.
Each has a unique vision of the world and they share
that with us by presenting their work in the mediums
they excel at.

If you are interested in an article with greater
detail for the shows mentioned here, please visit our
website to locate the article of interest. These articles
have photos of the art that was on display during the
show, they mention the titles of the pieces on display
along with the creator, and often a general summary
of the mood that the show created is provided.

Information about upcoming shows can always be
found on the Chaparral Artists website by navigating
to Publications, then Exhibits, and locating the show
paperwork that you are interested in. Be sure to check

in regularly for updates.

Artists of the Month

We are happy to feature Chaparral members at
both the Desert Hills Presbyterian Church in Yucca
Valley AND the Center for Healthy Generations in
Yucca Valley. We do not control when these venues

open, so calling in advance to a visit is recommended.

Robert Rufer is sharing his photography at the
Desert Hills Presbyterian Church in Yucca Valley
during the month of January. His work is vibrant and
spans such a lovely subject focus, from beautiful
captures of hummingbirds to the bold colors of classic
automobiles.

Joan Scott is sharing her multimedia expertise of
Pastel and Acrylic at the Center for Healthy
Generations in Yucca Valley. Joan has a knack for
abstraction and with many of her art titles, you too
find yourself searching for a hidden creature or
pulling yourself into the creative space to understand

the creation.

Chaparral Collage

Back to the Basics for Inspiration?
Author: Raini Armstrong

Always!

I love art, and I need art. Creativity in practically
any form is necessary for me and one of the only
reasons | am here, expressing whatever extrovertive
tendencies that are buried within me. If you hadn't
guessed, I am a self-identified introvert. Seriously, I
have memories of needing to hide from people
throughout childhood and into adulthood. To be
honest, I still have my moments! And yet, creativity,
art, and the sharing of art with other creators keep me
out and active.

But what do you do when you hit that 'wall' where
the thing that you love, and require, seems

unattainable? There are many options to reach for to

reset your mind and slip back into the groove of art -
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physical activity, another form of creation, etc. I find
that a quick refresher often helps me!

I go back to the basics of the medium I am
working with to re-spark the flame of intrigue. Early
on, I had eureka moments with simply learning a new
process or a new technique. Often I can tap into a
similar excitement from initially learning something
new by actually practicing the basics of my craft now.
Think about your own medium. Painters - you have
your favorite tools; you work with a preferred set of
colors. Photographers - you search out your favorite
composition elements and roll with trusted settings
combinations. We all fall into a tried and true groove
that typically helps us soar. And occasionally, we also
fall into a rut. Yet sometimes, a simple change can
spark discovery once again.

I might dash my habits, choose an unfamiliar
brush - a larger one - and attempt a clean transition
from dark to light.

I might pick out a well-loved brush and practice
with it once again in earnest, twisting and turning and
squishing the paint-laden bristles onto paper. With
this, I remind myself about the various strengths of
the brush in hand; things I have taken for granted, and
shapes that can be created by just a subtle twist of the
hand.

Test out your colors again! Remember that most
of us fall into using a set of absolute favorites,
mixtures that work for us, and the environment that
we are portraying. Throw that experience into the air
and reach for colors you do not use often. Experience
their quality, color, and consider the scene(s) they

might work for. As a watercolorist, I often feel for

quality differences. I watch for the tendency of the
paint to granulate on paper; I practice with the color I
am playing with to see how dark I can get and how
faint. Photographers... try out limiting your palette to
black and white and intentionally select high contrast
compositions before watching how they convert to
black and white during post-processing.

This brief visit back to 'the basics' of the medium
you are working in can lead to simplicity and
discovery. I hope to make this a recurring theme in
my work - to play for fifteen minutes before any
painting session. Just play! To spend a little time with
a brush in hand, painting on scratch paper, allowing
the color to flow and dissipate. I feel like this would
strengthen any composition I worked on. Still, in a
broader sense, it helps spark excitement when I can
practice it only occasionally.

And hopefully, it helps others as well!

2022 Spring Art and Craft Faire

The beautiful grounds of the 29 Palms Art Gallery
will be home to the Spring Art & Craft Faire during
the third weekend in March. Registration for a booth
is open until January 30. Spaces are limited, so act
fast if you are interested in securing a spot!

For our plein air painters, spend Saturday morning
enjoying the weather and the activities as you paint
onsite. The event is a must for interested artists and

visitors!
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Saturday and Sunday

March 19 - 20 9-4
CALL FOR ART

REGISTRATION OCT. 30 - JAN. 30

Artists must setup both days. Space |s limited.
Tent spaces, 875 for both days
Table spaces, $50 for both days

Information and to register visit
www.29palmsartgallery.com
Events, Spring Art Faire, Call for Art
“Drmrnighi securily provickesd Tents and lablas can glay uf ovesn g
Evem contact Kathy Miller, springartfairef2Sartgalary com
Galary address: 74085 Cottorwood Drve, 29 Palms, CA 92277

Ongoing Invitation to Share!

Members and friends of Chaparral Artists, we

would be thrilled to share your artistic
accomplishments, stories, poetry, art snapshots and
art-inspired suggestions in the newsletter and on our
website. Please share art-related information with us
by sending your creations, short stories, biographies,

and thought-pieces to ChaparralArtists@gmail.com.

For anyone that cannot access the internet, call Raini

Armstrong at 760-383-3005 to arrange the
conveyance of your submission via phone or in
person.

Chaparral members, please share any and all
upcoming shows that YOU are displaying at, and we
will announce them and the associated reception in

the next newsletter!

Events Calendar

The calendar for the 2022 year can be found in
its entirety at our website by navigating to About
Us and then clicking on the Schedule link. There

you will find the General Meetings listed in one

column and the Gallery Shows with dates and

times listed in another column. You can also
download a PDF page with dated information on
our main events from the same Schedule page.

January 10
Chaparral Artists General Meeting, 1-3pm
Center for Healthy Generations
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

January 13 & 14

“Black & White”
Members-only show
Drop-off Day 1
January 13 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
January 14 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

February 14
Chaparral Artists General Meeting, 1-3pm
Center for Healthy Generations
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

) i
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Photography by Robert
Rufer at Desert Hills
Presbyterian Church in
January
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February 17 & 18

“Love”
Members-only show
Drop-off Day 1
February 17 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
February 18 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

March 14

Chaparral Artists General Meeting, 1-3pm
Center for Healthy Generations
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

March 17 & 18

“An Abundance of Green”
Members-only show
Drop-off Day 1
March 17 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
March 18 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

April 11
Chaparral Artists General Meeting, 1-3pm
Center for Healthy Generations
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

April 14 & 15

Spring Fine Art
Judged show - open to the public!
Drop-off Day 1
April 14 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
April 15 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

May 9
Chaparral Artists General Meeting, 1-3pm
Center for Healthy Generations
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

Photography by Raini at
Desert Hills Presbyterian
Church in November

Julia Terpening shares
Enso creation in November

Myrtle Cassell at the
December Holiday party
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Nancy Kimes at the
December Holiday party

Nancy Kimes
demaonstrating Enso
during the November

General meeting



