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:Chaparral Artists, a non-profit organization, :
15 one of the oldest artists groups in the
Morongo Basin.

President’s Palette

Greetings Hi-desert Artists and Photographers,

I hope you all are doing well and staying active.
We are in the season of Spring with its attributes of
new awareness and renewal. Getting warmer now, but

still not too hot to enjoy the outdoors.

David and I have not been to Indian Canyon
before, although I have heard about the amazing trails
in Palm Springs. I wish you could have been there
with us. Julianne Koza planned this event in perfect
timing.

Amazing landscapes, babbling brook, distant
views, and huge rock sculptures grace the land. The
cactus are just beginning to bloom, and soon there
will be blossoms in abundance! Thank you, Julianne,
for setting up this event.

I also want to thank Ed Keesling for the
on-the-spot demo sharing some great information for
the 29 Palms Spring Art Fair and Robert Rufer, a new
member. He gave us some interesting insights into his
art exhibited at Healthy Generations last month.

I hope with the renewal of Spring, we will
continue to reach out to each other with a purpose of
reciprocity, community, and good will.

We are a family with many traits, talents, and
personalities. Along with my theme for this year -
"Progress not Perfection" - there is another saying we
should also respect: "There is Unity in Diversity. We
just need to find it".

I hope you are enjoying the ambiance of Spring.
Let it thaw the past winter months of limitation and
bring out a fresh new concept in your art and
photography.

You are the Best!

Nancy Kimes
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General Meetings

We had a smaller gathering during our last general
meeting held on March 14. In preparation for an
upcoming fundraiser, the Center for Healthy
Generation was collecting goods for sale, so the
smaller gathering was convenient with the cozier
meeting space we had. We rolled through the
administrative information quickly and launched into
an open discussion in lue of our previously planned
demonstration - alas, jury duty is a necessary
responsibility * *

Thanks go out to Ed Keesling who had brought in
books on the art of tole painting and was kind enough
to share information with the attending members.
Chaparral volunteers would be holding a booth at the
29 Palms Spring Art Festival during the coming
weekend and it was fun to get a sneak peak into the
subject of focus for those volunteers. Thanks to
Robert Rufer for sharing information about his
photography and those elements that inspire him to
capture the world. His works are hanging at Rainbow
Stew and the Center for Healthy Generations.

Twelve (12) members attended the meeting with
Jennifer Grandi getting the door prize of a cloth
Chaparral Artists tote bag. Our guest demonstrator,
Nancy McHenry was unable to attend the meeting,
but we certainly hope to reschedule!

Our NEXT general meeting will be on April 11 at
1:00 PM. Our guest demonstrator will be Joan Scott!
We will NOT be sharing food, so please bring only

your own snacks and drinks.

Board Meetings

Members of Chaparral Artists are invited to attend
board meetings. Previous board meeting minutes can
be requested for viewing by contacting us through
email and requesting specific months. Our next Board
meeting will be on April 11 from 11:30 AM to 12:30
PM at the Center for Healthy Generations, right
before the General Meeting!

Group Outings

In April we are visiting the Calico Ghost town in
Yermo. We will caravan from Jack in the Box in
Yucca Valley, leaving promptly at 7:00am. Be
prepared for 1 hour, 45 minutes travel time, at the
least (one-way). We will do our best to arrive at the
Regional Park when they open at 9am, ensuring good
parking and pleasant temperatures.

The Calico Ghost town is open from 9am to Spm.
Admission is $8 per adult and $1 per dog - for those
considering a friendly place to bring their furry
buddy. Bring water and a lunch, since the restaurant is
closed for maintenance. The Saloon and Cafe should
be open, but bringing sustenance provides you with a
backup plan.

Many photographic opportunities are ripe for the
taking at this popular site. Textures aplenty, lots of
aged cart-wheels, old-seeming signs, gorgeous rocks,
and great opportunities for group photography (Same
but Different options exist everywhere).

Hope you can make it!
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Please remember to share your suggestions for fun
outings by contacting an Officer or by emailing us at

Chaparral Artists@gmail.com

Gallery Displays

Previous Exhibit

March 2022 featured the theme of “An

Abundance of Green” at Rainbow Stew, in Yucca
Valley. As always, the showing came together in a fun
and surprising way. Paintings and photographs
featuring the color green or spring at its best and even
those subtle every-day greens we enjoy in our desert
were on display. We received a total of twenty-eight
(28) entries from nine (9) artists. The show will be on
display until April 16.

If you are interested in an article with greater
detail for any shows mentioned in the newsletters,
please visit our website to locate the article of
interest. These articles have photos of the art that was
on display during the show, they mention the titles of
the pieces on display along with the creator, and often

a general summary of the mood that the show created

is provided.
Upcoming Exhibit

Our upcoming April exhibit is the Open Judged
Spring Fine Art Show. This show is open to the
public, it comes with fees to enter each participating
creation, and it does not include photography. We
have a separate judged show dedicated to
photography next month!

Intake for the upcoming Judge Fine Art Show will

be at Rainbow Stew in Yucca Valley on Thursday or

Friday, April 14 or April 15. Judged exhibits are
reviewed and judged by an invited artist or educator.
Resulting ribbons are hung next to the art that placed
(first, second, third, honorable mention, best of show)
and are displayed for a month.

Information about upcoming shows can always be
found on the Chaparral Artists website by navigating
to Publications, then Exhibits, and locating the show
paperwork that you are interested in. Be sure to check

in regularly for updates.

Artists of the Month

We are happy to feature Chaparral members at
both the Desert Hills Presbyterian Church in Yucca
Valley AND the Center for Healthy Generations in
Yucca Valley. We do not control when these venues
open, so calling in advance to a visit is recommended.

Ann FElsasser and June Fingler are displaying their
art at the Desert Hills Presbyterian Church in Yucca
Valley during the month of April. These artists both
work in watercolor and pastel and each has an eye for
conveying beauty with their creations. If you have the
time, stop by and experience the inspiring art.

Nancy Kimes is sharing her art at the Center for
Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley during the
month of April. Nancy works with multiple
mediums, each offering unique aspects of emotion
and reality that she wishes to share with viewers. The
acrylic pours are vibrant and exciting and the ink

creations provide graceful forms and meaning.
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Art On Display

Julianne Koza is the featured artist at the
California Welcome Center in Yucca Valley, a display
opportunity managed by the Morongo Basin Cultural
Arts Council (MBCAC) through their Art in Public
Places program. She is sharing and selling her
gorgeous photography through April. Be sure to visit
and enjoy - so many amazing gifts can be found at
this venue from local and invited artists. I always pick
something up for myself when I stop in.

Nancy Kimes will have her art on display at
Rainbow Stew as a featured artist starting June 1,
2022 with more information to come when her art has
been hung!

We invite you to share an announcement about
YOUR current or upcoming show. We want to
celebrate one another’s accomplishments so please

reach out to one of our officers directly or email us at

Chaparral Artists@gmail.com.

Chaparral Collage
Behind My Art

Author: Raini Armstrong

We all have it, that reason urging us to create the

art form we enjoy. Whether intentional or not, we

shape the world we are experiencing into a form that

we can share with others. So what is that 'drive' that

moves you to recreate or create-anew the world you
wish to share with others?

That motivation often spans from simple to

complex; it may be as pure as the desire to share

beloved friends and

scenery  with family.

Alternatively, that motivation might stem from your
inner depths as you make sense of the world and
share your findings with the public. We might even
share complicated emotions with our peers through a
far more versatile means of communication since art
includes color, shape, and dimension.

I cannot say that my reason for creating colorful
works or capturing textured scenes is sparked by
something so profound.

I have always wanted to capture the beauty for
myself, and I like the idea of pressing pause on a
moment that makes me smile. Many of us have that
desire to document the moments of our existence.

However, 1 have also wanted to share those
moments with friends and family. A well-composed
shot or a luckily-timed capture of emotion did that the
best. It wasn't until I grappled with scene and timing
limitations of photography that I realized I loved
watercolor. I discovered that I wanted to share the

location I experienced AND the sense of wonder and
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joy that that location gave me, and painting it was just
a little easier than capturing it.

Expressing why I fell in love with watercolor over
acrylics or oils or pastels or charcoal is another
discussion entirely!

The reasoning behind my art always feels naively
wonderful - to share the best of what I experience
through the blending of emotion and simplification.
As a painter, you have the power to remove the
distractions and make vivid the most critical aspects
that drew you to the location or the experience. I
greatly enjoy the juxtaposition of crisp detail and
subtle fantasy. We are often hit daily by news from
dozens of sources, fine imagery worldwide, loud
voices, and busy activity. It is easy to feel as if the
world lacks mystery and wonder. So I enjoy blurring
reality subtly - gently softening backgrounds as if
haze has beset the subject. Drawing out the vivid
quality of specific colors over others. Lending clarity
to the Milkyway over our desert as if all the city lights
were suddenly extinguished.

I want to share a quiet take on the world that
competes with the loud, demanding realities that we
experience. The motivation behind my art is to
combine facts with emotion by adding a little mystery

and quite a bit of color back into the scene!

Chaparral Exhibition Rules
Author: Nancy Miehle
I noticed that pictures hung at Rainbow Stew were
not following some of our safety rules. The following
standards will be enforced for the safety of everyone.

Please try to follow them.

1. Please look up the size limitations for the show
you are entering.

2. All work must be original without plagiarism
and the sole property of the submitting artist. This is
for Judged Shows only!

3. Work submitted should be for sale.

4. Artists are encouraged to refrain from showing
the same piece more than 1 time. This applies only to
Judged Shows!

5. Artists must carry their own insurance.
Chaparral or any member, agent, or sponsor will not
be responsible for loss, theft, or damage of any kind
to the work(s) of art submitted or accepted for
exhibits.

6. A label must be taped on the back of EACH
entry containing your name, title, media, price,
mailing address, and phone number.

7. Wall hangings must be dry, wired, and ready to
hang. We have a hanging system that is easy to use if
the correct wiring is provided for each entry... No saw
tooth, bracket hangers, triangles, nails, screws, putty,
glue, staples, double-backed tape, or other hanging
methods will be acceptable. Please note: the gauge of
wire should be sufficient for the weight of the work,
and your artwork should be secured in a good

condition frame.

Gallery Systems
Are They Right For You?

By Raini Armstrong
Gallery systems are made to simplify the
management of wall hangings, especially in an
environment that often experiences change. With a

hanging system installed, a tight organization of art
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can be accomplished. But is this enough to interest
you in purchasing and installing one of these
systems?

Gallery systems are made up of a selection of
rails, wires or rods, and hooks that can maximize the
art hanging capacity of blank walls. Yet investing in a
gallery system, no matter what the brand you choose,
is just that - an investment. These systems are
relatively expensive. Many galleries make the
investment because of the monthly or quarterly costs
associated with volunteer time and wall repair
materials. For galleries, museums, studios, libraries
and businesses, the initial expense is worthwhile
because it saves them on time and materials for as
long as the system is in use.

Some artists and collectors have also made the
investment if they often showcase art at their
homes.The freedom of change can be incorporated
easily and quickly, either seasonally or as the mood
strikes with these systems.

The cost can be prohibiting, however, if none of
these pros apply to you.

Case in point - I calculated the cost for an
in-home system for me...I have four walls with a total
of 45 linear feet that I can hang the bulk of my art on.
If I was able to arrange my art in a tight manner I
think I would use 7 railes, 25 cables (the average size
of my art is 11x14 framed) and up to 50 clips. It
turned out that a system by AS (www.ashanging.com)
resulted in the most affordable gallery setup, coming
to $530. This would be a serious investment for me,

one that [ have not yet taken advantage of.

PROS

e No more repairing walls

e Fast adjustment to art arrangements

e Modern look

CONS

e These systems are expensive. They eventually
pay for themselves in setup time and wall
repair time\cost, but only if you regularly
change out and\or maneuver art on walls.

e Modern look (this can be a con if you dislike
metal lines dividing the visible negative space
of the wall!)

So, is a gallery system right for you? Only you
can answer that. Good luck and happy planning if you
decide to jump in and calculate the size of the system
that will work for you.

For additional information on the four (4) systems
I reviewed (AS, STAS, Walker, GalleryOne) visit our

website and look for the article in question.

Indian Canyon Trip

We visited the Indian Canyons in Palm Springs on
March 23rd. We chose a Wednesday to avoid the
crowds and it was certainly a good thing! The Indian
Canyons is a popular location with many beautiful
hikes.

Due to construction, we made our way to the
Andreas Canyon instead of visiting the Trading Post.
I cannot imagine a better option on that day than the
Andreas Canyon hike, for it had so much beauty to
offer along a single trail. This canyon jaunt has an
active stream, shade from towering rocks and palm
trees, many a blooming plant, and lovely rolling

desert hills. Granted much of these offerings were
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available because of the time of year! The timing of  that cannot access the internet, call Raini Armstrong
this trip was perfect and I think everyone came away  at 760-383-3005 to arrange the conveyance of your

with  something lovely to  work  with, submission via phone or in person.

photographically, and maybe even poetically.

Events Calendar

April 11
Chaparral Artists General Meeting, 1-3pm
Center for Healthy Generations
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

April 14 & 15
Spring Fine Art
Judged show - open to the public!

Drop-off Day 1

April 14 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2

April 15 at 12:30-2pm

Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

April 20
Calico Ghost Town Group Outing
36600 Ghost Town Road, Yermo, CA 92398
Meet at Jack in the Box, Yucca Valley
Leaving by 7am!

May 9
Chaparral Artists General Meeting, 1-3pm
Center for Healthy Generations

\ y 57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley
Photo by Nancy Kls Photo by Raini Armstrong
May 12 & 13
Ongoing Invitation to Share! Spring Photography .
Judged show - open to the public!
Members and friends of Chaparral Artists, we Drop-off Day 1

May 12 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
poetry, and art snapshots in the newsletter. Please May 13 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

want to share your artistic accomplishments, stories,

share art-related information with us by sending your
stories to ChaparralArtists@gmail.com. For anyone
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June 13

Chaparral Artists General Meeting, 1-3pm
Center for Healthy Generations
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

June 16 & 17

“Flowers”
Members-only show
Drop-off Day 1
June 13 at 4:30-6pm

Drop-off Day 2

June 16 at 12:30-2pm Raini Armstrong
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

July
NO Chaparral Artist meeting in July
Summer Break!

July 15 & 16
“Anything Goes #1”
Members-only show
Drop-off Day 1
July 14 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
May 15 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

August
NO Chaparral Artist meeting in August
Summer Break!

August 15 & 16
“Sunny Days”
Members-only show
Drop-off Day 1
August 12 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
August 13 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

Pat Quandel Julianne Koza
Andreas Canyon trail of the Indian Canyons in Palm Springs
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