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Ongoing Invitation to Share!

:Chaparral Artists, a non-profit organization, :
15 one of the oldest artists groups in the
Morongo Basin.

President’s Palette

Greetings, Friends and Artisans,

I trust you are making plans for the summer and
getting back to a somewhat normal routine. We had a
small group of people at Chaparral's last general
meeting, but it was most interesting. A couple of new

people came and shared their stories and brought an

album of their beautiful art. We all liked hearing
about their art background.

Joan Scott shared a wonderful demonstration and
showed her works of art. One of the pieces she shared
got "best of show" in the Fine Arts show in April!
Way to go, Joan! If I may say so, we were all engaged
in the entertainment. It opened up the opportunity for
conversation to flow. It was great! "Thank you" to
everyone who shared, especially our presenter, Joan.

I hope everyone was able to celebrate the Easter
holiday with friends and family. It was a busy time for
the family and me, and time flew by. And then came
the outing to Calico Ghost Town. Oh, how I wanted
to go, but I was exhausted. Yeah, that's right. It
happens from time to time. I could not make the trip,
knowing I would pay for it later if I pushed it. I am
usually one to push my limits because I refuse to
focus on them. It's not my style. I do hope those who
made the trip had an adventurous day! I am anxious
to hear about it at the next meeting and see the photos
they generated while there.

Our last meeting before summer break is in June
so I hope to see more of you before that occurs. I also
want to thank everyone who volunteered to
demonstrate during the year's first half. And it is not
over yet!

Please keep painting, taking pictures, and sharing

your stories and art with Chaparral.

Nancy Kimes
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Editor’s Note

To all readers, apologies for not getting the May
newsletter out sooner! It has been a busy, busy few
months for me and it has completely affected the
timing of this newsletter. I always hope to complete
this fun publication and get it posted on the website or
in your mailboxes near the beginning of the month.
This is getting harder and harder for me to
accomplish.

Though not absolutely dire, I would love any
simple support you might be able to offer. From
sent

friendly reminders

Chaparral Artists@gmail.com or

engagement about the newsletter - what you wish it

directly to
through general

had more of. This might seem counterintuitive to
producing the newsletter in a timely manner - more
work for me, right? But active discussion about these
creations is exciting and it places significance on
staying current and timely about its production.
Heaven knows that I am getting distracted by so many
things right now, so if you have a minute or two, help
a girl out by sharing a few words with me about the
Chaparral Sketch.

A grand thank you from me, Raini.

General Meetings

Our April meeting was held on the 14th. We
experienced another smaller gathering, but boy was it
a good one with plenty of stories and art shared. We
rolled through the administrative information quickly
and launched into a fun and informative conversation

with visitors - Jane Schichi and Jen Shakti. Jane and

"The aim of art is to represent not the
outward appearance of things,
but their inward significance."

- Aristotle

Jen, mother and daughter, respectively are amazing
local artists with many stories to share. I look forward
to seeing more of their creations and learning of their
lives as artists that, of course, are inspired and
influenced by who they are as individuals and where
they have called home throughout their lives.

We learned that Beverly Schmuckle will conduct
an acrylic pour class in June at the Community
Center. Joan Scott will be displaying her art at the
California Welcome Center in May and June. And
that a fundraising auction is happening at the Glass
Outhouse.

Eleven (11) attended the meeting with Jennifer
Grandi getting the door prize of a cloth Chaparral
Artists tote bag. Our guest demonstrator, Joan Scott
wowed us with her beautiful pastels and provided a
hands-on experience for those wishing to try the
medium. Thank you, Joan!

Our NEXT general meeting will be on Monday,
May 9 at 1:00 PM. Our guest demonstrator will be
Jennifer Grandi! We will NOT be sharing food, so

please bring only your own snacks and drinks.

Board Meetings

Members of Chaparral Artists are invited to attend
board meetings. Previous board meeting minutes can
be requested for viewing by contacting us through
email and requesting specific months. Our next Board

meeting will be on April 11 from 11:30 AM to 12:30
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PM at the Center for Healthy Generations, right
before the General Meeting!

Group Outings

We are discussing a group outing that will likely
occur in the late summer when the evening air is
warm but manageable, and the night sky is aglow
with stars. Photographers and night sky lovers alike
will enjoy this outing to the Keys Ranch.

Please remember to share your suggestions for fun
outings by contacting an Officer or by emailing us at

Chaparral Artists@gmail.com

Gallery Displays

Previous Exhibit

The April show at Rainbow Stew in Yucca Valley
featured the Spring Judged Fine Art show - open to
the public. We received a total of twenty-five (25)
entries from elevent (11) artists, and we filled three
categories - Nature’s Kaleidoscope, Beautiful
Creatures, and Abstract. Our judge was a local artist
named Jessica Graybill, a Morongo Basin creator who
works in ceramics. The show was on display until
May 11.

Congratulations to the artists that placed!

Nature's Kaleidoscope
First Place - Joyce Nichols, "Desert Dream"
Second Place - Raini Armstrong, "Roped Beauty"
Third Place - Raini Armstrong, "Rock Study #2"
Honorable - Nancy Miehle, "Joshua Tree Park"

Beautiful Creatures
First Place - Jennifer Grandi, "Mystic Raven"
Second Place - Raini Armstrong, "Cheeky"

Third Place - Victoria Sebanz, "Gaia Moving'

Abstract
Nancy Kimes "Lady of the Glen"
Eddie Tucker "Green Aurora"

Nancy Kimes "Rapid Flow"

BEST OF SHOW
Joan Scott "Red Hot Sunset"

If you are interested in an article with greater
detail for any shows mentioned in the newsletters,
please visit our website to locate the article of
interest. These articles have photos of the art that was
on display during the show, they mention the titles of
the pieces on display along with the creator, and often
a general summary of the mood that the show created

is provided.

Upcoming/Current Exhibit

Our May exhibit is the Open Judged Spring
Photography Show. This show was open to the public,

Spring Fine Art - Best of Show
Joan Scott for “Red Hot Sunset”
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it came with fees to enter each participating creation,
and it only included photography.

Intake was held at Rainbow Stew in Yucca Valley
on Thursday and Friday, May 12 and May 13. Judged
exhibits are reviewed and judged by an invited artist
or educator. Resulting ribbons are hung next to the art
that placed (first, second, third, honorable mention,
best of show) and are displayed for a month with
most entries available for purchase.

Information about upcoming shows can always be
found on the Chaparral Artists website by navigating
to Publications, then Exhibits, and locating the show
paperwork that you are interested in. Be sure to check

in regularly for updates.

Artists of the Month

We feature Chaparral members at both the Desert
Hills Presbyterian Church in Yucca Valley AND the
Center for Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley. We
do not control when these venues open, so calling in
advance to a visit is recommended.

Nancy Kimes is sharing her art at the Desert Hills
Presbyterian Church in Yucca Valley during the
month of May. Nancy works with multiple mediums,
each offering unique aspects of emotion and reality
that she wishes to share with viewers. The acrylic
pours are vibrant and exciting and the ink creations
provide graceful forms and meaning.

Raini Armstrong is sharing her art at the Center
for Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley during the
month of May. Raini typically works in watercolor
and is currently displaying an array of smaller framed

pieces representing our local desert.

Art On Display

Joan Scott has her beautiful creations on display
at the California Welcome Center in Yucca Valley
during the months of May and June.

Nancy Kimes will have her art on display at
Rainbow Stew as a featured artist starting June 1, to
be shared with the public during June and July.

We invite you to share an announcement about
YOUR current or upcoming show. We want to
celebrate one another’s accomplishments so please
reach out to one of our officers directly or email us at

Chaparral Artists@gmail.com.

Chaparral Collage

Japanese Art

By Nancy Kimes
Different cultures show and express art in
different fashions. As an artist I appreciate learning
about new and creative ways of expression. Those
that allow art to ‘show up’ what is not expected can
be a real gift to the artist. Suminagashi is one of those
expressions. It is similar to marbling. The lines,
details, color variations, and symbols all ‘show up’ to
tell a story. You can feel the intensity and/or serenity
of each one. Some become backgrounds and others

stand alone in its beauty and absolution, surrendering

to images that appeared in that present moment.

Suminagashi Art by Nancy Kimes
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I have been working with this form of art for 5
years now. A very short time in my estimation. |
appreciate the ultimate surprise of what comes
through. Each one is different yet the process is the
same. Each one is complete and perfect just the way it
is. It is a gift to all who want to create or express
through artistic means, not just to a selected few.

I love teaching and mentoring this type of art as it
releases all the expectations and judgments of what
you think art should be or how it should be
performed. There are only 4 things that you need to
get started, cardstock or art paper, (watercolor or
mixed media), sumi ink, (available on Amazon),
brush or feather, and a shallow baking pan to contain
the water. Add a few drops of ink to the water and let
it spread. It is always nice to hold the paper in your
hands and set an intention before laying on top of the
water. The ink will imprint on the paper as it stays
afloat. Pull the paper toward you and let it dry. That is
all you have to do!

I teach other methods along with Suminagashi
that are complementary to also create 3-D effects. I
hope you enjoy the most recent of my art creations.

Enjoy your journey!

Creation by Ruth Hapsburg

l:reatihﬁﬁs by Ruth Hapsburg

Ruth Hapsburg - Portrait Artist
By Nancy Miehle

I would like to introduce Ruth Hapsburg, a
portrait artist in oils. About fifteen years ago I met
Ruth on the golf course. We hit it off immediately.
She was not painting at this time because of a broken
arm and also because of the sorrow she felt from the
death of her husband, Ray. They always painted
together and she could not paint without him.

I saw some of her paintings and asked if she
would teach me how to do portraits. In this way I
thought she would get into painting once again and [
would learn how to paint portraits. As time went by,
we painted every week for fifteen years.

She created a book of her husband’s poems with
her pictures next to them and I learned how to paint in
the style she used.

Ruth passed away in November of last year at the
age of 99, just short of 100. I will always remember
her positive attitude and her ability to create

something from nothing.
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Happy Birthday, Phyllis Beshell!

Phyllis Beshell is Jennifer Grandi’s mother and
she recently celebrated her 100th birthday! Chaparral
Artists are adding a belated birthday wish for
continued joy to a lovely woman.

Phyllis was featured in the May 11th issue of the
Hi-Desert Star and boy was it a great article. If you
haven’t already read it, find yourself a copy, if
possible. In it I learned of an active, positive, and
intelligent woman. I have only personally met Phyllis
in passing, as she kept her daughter, Jennifer,
company at art booths over the years. Always a kind
smile! I greatly enjoy the sense of positivity conveyed
by her in the Hi-Desert Star article and I look forward
to saying hello in person at the next art event I see

Phyllis and Jennifer attending!

Calico Ghost Town Trip

We visited the Calico Ghost Town on April 20th.
We chose a Wednesday to avoid the crowds and the
result offered us a quiet morning with plenty of
photographic opportunities free from too many
interruptions. We had four in attendance - some
enjoying the town and shops while others kept watch
for intriguing shadows, deep textures, and interesting
imagery to capture. Lunch was had and great

discussion shared. I think the trip was a success!

Calico Ghost Town captures - photos by Raini Arrnstrujn.gh

Raini & Teko - photos by Julianne Koza

Ongoing Invitation to Share!

Members and friends of Chaparral Artists, we
want to share your artistic accomplishments, stories,
poetry, and art snapshots in the newsletter. Please
share art-related information with us by sending your
stories to ChaparralArtists@gmail.com. For anyone
that cannot access the internet, call Raini Armstrong
at 760-383-3005 to arrange the conveyance of your

submission via phone or in person.

Events Calendar

June 13

Chaparral Artists General Meeting, 1-3pm
Center for Healthy Generations
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

June 16 & 17

“Flowers”
Members-only show
Drop-off Day 1
June 13 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
June 16 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway
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