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General Meetings

The December meeting was held on the 13th and
we had twenty-four (24) people attend. Some
organization updates were shared along with
announcements and member introductions and we
announced the hope for the beginning of the evening
quarterly meeting. We hope to begin offering
quarterly evening or weekend meetings for any of our
members who cannot attend the regularly scheduled
Monday afternoon meetings. Stay tuned!

Chaparral Artists celebrated the end of the year
with a festive Christmas party on December 11, 2023.
The event featured an ornament contest, a greeting
card contest, and the always fun "Pig in a Poke." We
enjoyed a delicious spread of desserts and lunch
items, but the highlight was simply enjoying each

other’s company.

I love attending the Chaparral Artists’ end-of-year
parties. Amid our busy lives, these gatherings provide
a chance to connect, share updates on our creative
projects, discuss challenges, and swap tips on staying
inspired. Not everyone can make it to our monthly
meetings, so this party is a great time to catch up
before the new year rush begins.

The contests add a playful element to the party
without any serious pressure. They start conversations
about what inspired each ornament or card. The
pig-in-the-poke game is always a crowd-pleaser,
blending clever hints with the excitement of
unwrapping a surprise. This year, we had 25 items up
for bidding, making the guessing and hinting all part
of the fun.

We had ten greeting cards and fourteen ornaments
entered into the contests, showcasing the creativity of
our members. Iris Camyre won the greeting card
competition with her stunning design that combined

stamping, painting, and 3D elements. I especially
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loved her crisp, bold depiction of hanging glass orbs.
Victoria Sebanz won the ornament contest and made
sure to credit her inspiration, workshop leader Nancy
McHenry, posing together for a photo later in the
celebration.

As always, the 2023 Christmas party was a joy,
and I’m already looking forward to many more in the

future!

Our NEXT meeting will be on January 8 - the
regular place and time - every second Monday at 1:00
PM held at the Center for Healthy Generations in
Yucca Valley. In this LAST meeting of the year we
hold our Holiday Party. Invite some friends and or
family who are curious and/or interested in what
Chaparral Artists is! We will provide a light lunch to
attendees, more information provided in the next

section...

Board Meetings

Our Board meetings are held on the same day as
our general meetings to keep things simple. Our next
Board meeting will be on January 8 at 11:30 AM, also
held at the Center for Healthy Generations.
Remember that members are invited to join these

meetings.

Group Outings

Chaparral Artists took a break from travel during
December to avoid conflicting with any of the holiday
parties, travel, and other events that fill up the month.

THIS month, however, on January 27 we are

heading to Coachella Valley for the Southwest Arts

Festival at the Empire Polo Grounds in
Indio/Coachella. It's a delightful event with lots to see
and hear, perfect for a leisurely stroll. You can find
unique gifts of all sizes for your loved ones while
enjoying a fantastic day out with friends. Caravaning
1s an option, just make sure to contact one of the
officers to share your intention of attending.

We will meet at the Jack in the Box in Yucca
Valley on January 27, 2024 (Saturday) to
carpool/caravan. General Admission (it includes
parking) is $25. Senior (55+) admission that includes
parking is $22.

We hope to plan more and more field trips that
might inspire our members to collect imagery for
their next art project, provide scenic locations for
plein air painting, or a pleasant gathering hub for
lunch and conversation. These group trips often
inspire our members to plan additional outings to
revisit a site or find new ones once they have
connected with like-minded art & culture searchers.
So, we are always looking for events and locations we
can share  together.  Please  share  your
recommendations and requests for trips you would
like to see us plan as a group by contacting us at

Chaparral Artists@gmail.com

Gallery Displays

Previous Exhibit - “Assemblage & Digital Art”

December was dedicated to a brand new theme,
Assemblage and Digital Art. Both subjects were
represented beautifully with entries ranging from
gentle examples to complex but well documented.

The show provided several quirky and fun and
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“Evolution of a Goddess” group by Meilani MacDonald

amazingly engaging examples, and some of the
digital art submissions offered written descriptions on
how the pieces were created. The exhibition ran from
December 16 to January 10. We received submissions
from eight (8) members, totaling twenty-four (24)
entries, resulting in a wonderful assortment of

creations.

Next Exhibit - “Anything Goes”

We dedicate the first month of the new year to an
open theme “Anything Goes” allowing us to represent
our creativity with few limitations attached. Bring in
oldies but goodies, brand new creations, experiments,
and wild beauties.

Intake will be on Thursday, January 11 from
4:30-6pm and Friday, January 12 from 12:30-2pm at
Rainbow Stew in Yucca Valley.

Information about upcoming shows should be
available on the Chaparral Artists website by
navigating to Publications, then Exhibits, and locating
the show paperwork that you are interested in. Be
sure to check in regularly for updates and if you
notice something missing, reach out to an officer to

notify us of the absence.

Artists of the Month

We feature Chaparral members at both the Desert
Hills Presbyterian Church in Yucca Valley AND the
Center for Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley. We

do not control when these venues open, so calling in
advance to a visit is recommended.

Krista Wargo continues to inspire us through
January at the Center for Healthy Generations. She is
sharing a bright collection of plein air oil paintings.
Krista has a way of capturing light in her creations
that inspires the onlooker. Her paintings are fresh,
bright, and full of contrast and light. Be sure to stop
by and enjoy the exhibit.

The featured artist at Desert Hills Presbyterian
Church during January is Bob Rufer. Bob is
generously presenting a curated selection of his
captivating 6"x6" photography. Within this compact
yet powerful format, a remarkable array of locations
and images unfolds, each frame holding a unique
story and visual delight. The collection showcases a
diverse tapestry of scenes, capturing moments from
an eclectic range of places that span the globe.

If you are interested in sharing your work at these
locations, contact Jennifer Grandi for the Presbyterian
Church and Raini Armstrong for the Center for

Healthy Generations (December is available).

Creative Opportunities

Workshops and Paint-outs

There are numerous chances to make art in the
Morongo Basin, whether by enjoying solitude, joining
plein air sessions and writing opportunities, or
participating in group projects, creative workshops,
photography trips, and writers' groups.

Mil-Tree Writers Group meets Monday
evenings, online via Zoom, 7-9pm. This writing

group welcomes individuals of all writing levels and
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fosters a relaxed and friendly environment. The
primary expectation is that members are open to
providing feedback on their peers' writing, but all are
encouraged to share their own written work as well.

Interested in joining? Contact info@mil-tree.org and

ask questions OR signup.

Open Studio Art Workshops are offered at the
Yucca Valley Community Center every Thursday
morning, 9-11:30am. Participants bring their own
materials, pay a fee of $3, and are free to work on
whatever they are interested in.

Watercolor Workshops are offered at the Yucca
Valley Community Center every Thursday afternoon,
1-3pm. Participants bring their own materials, pay a
fee of $5, and can work on their own watercolor
projects or follow along with the instructor.

Watercolor Workshops are offered at the Center
for Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley every Friday
morning, 9-1lam. Participants bring their own
materials, pay a fee of $7, and can work on their own
watercolor projects or follow along with the
instructor.

Plein Air meetups, organized by Krista Wargo,
happen in the desert almost every month and are
listed on the Chaparral calendar once confirmed.
Participants bring their own art supplies, prepare for
weather changes, and bring enough food and water
for painting outdoors. Locations chosen by Krista
have basic amenities like restrooms, but you need to
bring everything else you need. Contact Krista

directly if you plan to attend, so she knows to expect

you.

Chaparral Collage

Ongoing Invitation to Share!

Members and friends of Chaparral Artists, it is
never too late to share your artistic accomplishments,
stories, poetry, art snapshots, or art advice that you
have learned or devised along the way. Your voice
belongs in this newsletter!

Please share art-related information by sending
your thoughts to ChaparralArtists@gmail.com. For
anyone that cannot access the internet, call Raini
Armstrong at 760-383-3005 to arrange the
conveyance of your submission via phone or in

person.

Events Calendar

January 8

Chaparral Artists - General Meeting, 1-3pm
Center for Healthy Generations
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

January 11 & 12
Chaparral Artists - Anything Goes Exhibit

Members Only
Drop-off Day 1

January 11 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2

January 12 at 12:30-2pm

Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

January 20
Chaparral Artists - Soft Opening, 3-5pm
Held during the 3rd Saturday Yucca Valley Art Walk
January 20 at 3-5pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

January 27
Chaparral Artists Group trip - Southwest Arts Festival
81800 51st Ave, Indio, CA 92201, USA
Carpool or Caravan from Jack in the Box, Yucca Valley
at 9am!
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