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‭General Meetings‬

‭The‬ ‭February‬ ‭meeting‬ ‭was‬ ‭held‬ ‭on‬ ‭the‬ ‭12th‬ ‭and‬

‭we‬ ‭had‬ ‭fourteen‬ ‭(14)‬ ‭people‬ ‭attend.‬ ‭Some‬

‭organization‬ ‭updates‬ ‭were‬ ‭shared‬ ‭along‬ ‭with‬

‭announcements‬ ‭and‬ ‭member‬ ‭introductions.‬ ‭We‬ ‭are‬

‭officially‬ ‭beginning‬‭our‬‭quarterly‬‭evening‬‭meeting‬‭in‬

‭the‬ ‭coming‬ ‭month‬ ‭and‬ ‭it‬ ‭will‬ ‭coincide‬ ‭with‬ ‭the‬ ‭3rd‬

‭Saturday‬‭Art‬‭Walk‬‭Receptions‬‭held‬‭at‬‭Rainbow‬‭Stew.‬

‭Hopefully‬ ‭this‬ ‭will‬ ‭provide‬ ‭members‬ ‭with‬ ‭an‬

‭alternative to the Monday afternoon meetings.‬

‭____________________________‬

‭Our‬ ‭NEXT‬ ‭meeting‬ ‭will‬ ‭be‬ ‭on‬ ‭March‬ ‭11‬ ‭-‬ ‭the‬

‭regular‬‭place‬‭and‬‭time‬‭-‬‭every‬‭second‬‭Monday‬‭at‬‭1:00‬

‭PM‬ ‭held‬ ‭at‬ ‭the‬ ‭Center‬ ‭for‬ ‭Healthy‬ ‭Generations‬ ‭in‬

‭Yucca‬ ‭Valley.‬ ‭In‬ ‭this‬ ‭LAST‬ ‭meeting‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭year‬ ‭we‬

‭hold‬ ‭our‬ ‭Holiday‬ ‭Party.‬ ‭Invite‬ ‭some‬ ‭friends‬ ‭and‬ ‭or‬

‭family‬ ‭who‬ ‭are‬ ‭curious‬ ‭and/or‬ ‭interested‬ ‭in‬ ‭what‬

‭Chaparral‬ ‭Artists‬ ‭is!‬‭We‬‭try‬‭to‬‭provide‬‭hot‬‭water‬‭and‬

‭tea,‬‭sometimes‬‭coffee,‬‭and‬‭light‬‭healthy‬‭snacks.‬‭If‬‭you‬

‭want to add to the goodies, please feel free.‬

‭Board Meetings‬

‭Our‬ ‭Board‬ ‭meetings‬ ‭are‬ ‭held‬ ‭on‬‭the‬‭same‬‭day‬‭as‬

‭our‬‭general‬‭meetings‬‭to‬‭keep‬‭things‬‭simple.‬‭Our‬‭next‬

‭Board‬‭meeting‬‭will‬‭be‬‭on‬‭March‬‭12‬‭at‬‭11:30‬‭AM,‬‭also‬

‭held‬ ‭at‬ ‭the‬ ‭Center‬ ‭for‬ ‭Healthy‬ ‭Generations.‬

‭Remember‬ ‭that‬ ‭members‬ ‭are‬ ‭invited‬ ‭to‬ ‭join‬ ‭these‬

‭meetings.‬

‭Group Outings‬

‭We‬ ‭had‬ ‭a‬‭great‬‭time‬‭at‬‭the‬‭Riverside‬‭County‬‭Fair‬

‭&‬ ‭National‬ ‭Date‬ ‭Festival‬ ‭in‬ ‭February.‬‭Held‬‭annually‬

‭over‬ ‭a‬ ‭couple‬ ‭of‬‭weeks,‬‭it‬‭was‬‭the‬‭perfect‬‭setting‬‭for‬

‭our‬‭Chaparral‬‭group‬‭outing‬‭on‬‭Saturday,‬‭February‬‭24.‬

‭Five‬ ‭of‬ ‭us‬ ‭attended,‬ ‭carpooling‬ ‭to‬ ‭save‬ ‭on‬ ‭gas‬ ‭and‬

‭parking!‬

‭Our‬ ‭main‬ ‭goal‬ ‭was‬ ‭to‬ ‭see‬ ‭the‬ ‭Fine‬ ‭Arts‬ ‭and‬

‭Photography‬‭exhibits,‬‭but‬‭there‬‭was‬‭so‬‭much‬‭more‬‭to‬

‭enjoy.‬ ‭County‬ ‭fairs‬ ‭celebrate‬ ‭creativity,‬ ‭hard‬ ‭work,‬

‭and‬ ‭community,‬ ‭with‬ ‭competitions‬ ‭in‬ ‭farm‬ ‭products,‬

‭livestock,‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭arts.‬ ‭They’re‬ ‭also‬ ‭a‬ ‭fantastic‬ ‭way‬

‭for‬ ‭artists‬ ‭to‬ ‭showcase‬ ‭their‬ ‭work‬ ‭to‬ ‭thousands‬ ‭of‬

‭visitors, making them a great platform for exposure.‬

‭We‬ ‭started‬ ‭our‬ ‭day‬ ‭at‬ ‭the‬ ‭art‬ ‭competition,‬

‭admiring‬‭the‬‭colorful‬‭works‬‭from‬‭local‬‭schools‬‭and‬‭a‬

‭variety‬‭of‬‭stunning‬‭pieces‬‭in‬‭the‬‭adult‬‭categories.‬‭The‬
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‭demonstration‬ ‭gardens‬ ‭inspired‬ ‭conversations‬ ‭about‬

‭eco-friendly landscaping.‬

‭We‬ ‭then‬ ‭headed‬ ‭outside‬ ‭to‬ ‭the‬ ‭junior‬ ‭livestock‬

‭auctions,‬ ‭where‬ ‭young‬ ‭participants‬ ‭showcased‬ ‭the‬

‭animals‬ ‭they‬ ‭had‬ ‭raised,‬ ‭highlighting‬ ‭the‬‭importance‬

‭of‬‭responsibility‬‭and‬‭care.‬‭County‬‭fairs‬‭offer‬‭so‬‭much:‬

‭art,‬ ‭music,‬ ‭dancing,‬ ‭and‬‭the‬‭fun‬‭of‬‭rides.‬‭Though‬‭the‬

‭art‬ ‭drew‬ ‭us‬ ‭in,‬ ‭everything‬ ‭else‬ ‭kept‬ ‭us‬ ‭entertained.‬

‭The weather was perfect—overcast but warm.‬

‭Be‬ ‭sure‬ ‭to‬ ‭add‬ ‭the‬ ‭Riverside‬ ‭County‬ ‭Fair‬ ‭&‬

‭National‬ ‭Date‬ ‭Festival‬ ‭to‬ ‭your‬ ‭calendar‬ ‭for‬ ‭future‬

‭years—it’s an experience worth having!‬

‭_______________‬

‭THIS‬‭month,‬‭we‬‭are‬‭heading‬‭to‬‭the‬‭Palm‬‭Springs‬

‭Art‬‭Museum.‬‭This‬‭is‬‭an‬‭obvious‬‭destination‬‭for‬‭an‬‭art‬

‭group‬ ‭and‬ ‭we‬ ‭hope‬ ‭it‬ ‭will‬ ‭be‬ ‭inspiring‬ ‭for‬

‭card-carrying‬ ‭visitors‬ ‭as‬ ‭it‬ ‭is‬ ‭for‬ ‭new‬ ‭museum‬

‭visitors.‬ ‭Caravaning‬ ‭is‬ ‭an‬ ‭option,‬ ‭just‬ ‭make‬ ‭sure‬ ‭to‬

‭contact‬ ‭one‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭officers‬ ‭to‬ ‭share‬‭your‬‭intention‬‭of‬

‭attending.‬

‭We‬ ‭will‬ ‭meet‬ ‭at‬ ‭the‬ ‭Jack‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬ ‭Box‬ ‭in‬ ‭Yucca‬

‭Valley‬ ‭on‬ ‭Monday,‬ ‭March‬ ‭24‬ ‭to‬ ‭carpool/caravan.‬

‭There are fees for entry but parking is free.‬

‭We‬ ‭hope‬ ‭to‬ ‭plan‬ ‭more‬ ‭and‬ ‭more‬ ‭field‬ ‭trips‬ ‭that‬

‭might‬ ‭inspire‬ ‭our‬ ‭members‬ ‭to‬ ‭collect‬ ‭imagery‬ ‭for‬

‭their‬ ‭next‬ ‭art‬ ‭project,‬ ‭provide‬ ‭scenic‬ ‭locations‬ ‭for‬

‭plein‬ ‭air‬ ‭painting,‬ ‭or‬ ‭a‬ ‭pleasant‬ ‭gathering‬ ‭hub‬ ‭for‬

‭lunch‬ ‭and‬ ‭conversation.‬ ‭These‬ ‭group‬ ‭trips‬ ‭often‬

‭inspire‬ ‭our‬ ‭members‬ ‭to‬ ‭plan‬ ‭additional‬ ‭outings‬ ‭to‬

‭revisit‬ ‭a‬ ‭site‬ ‭or‬ ‭find‬ ‭new‬ ‭ones‬ ‭once‬ ‭they‬ ‭have‬

‭connected‬ ‭with‬ ‭like-minded‬ ‭art‬ ‭&‬ ‭culture‬ ‭searchers.‬

‭So,‬‭we‬‭are‬‭always‬‭looking‬‭for‬‭events‬‭and‬‭locations‬‭we‬

‭can‬ ‭share‬ ‭together.‬ ‭Please‬ ‭share‬ ‭your‬

‭recommendations‬ ‭and‬ ‭requests‬ ‭for‬ ‭trips‬ ‭you‬ ‭would‬

‭like‬ ‭to‬ ‭see‬ ‭us‬ ‭plan‬ ‭as‬ ‭a‬ ‭group‬ ‭by‬ ‭contacting‬ ‭us‬ ‭at‬

‭ChaparralArtists@gmail.com‬

‭Gallery Displays‬

‭Previous Exhibit - “Land & Sea”‬

‭In‬ ‭February,‬ ‭the‬ ‭Chaparral‬ ‭Artists'‬ ‭held‬‭a‬‭themed‬

‭exhibition‬ ‭titled‬ ‭"Land‬ ‭&‬ ‭Sea"‬ ‭at‬ ‭Rainbow‬ ‭Stew‬ ‭in‬

‭Yucca‬ ‭Valley.‬ ‭This‬ ‭members-only‬ ‭show‬ ‭featured‬

‭twenty-three‬ ‭(23)‬ ‭creations‬ ‭from‬ ‭eight‬ ‭(8)‬ ‭artists,‬

‭encompassing‬ ‭diverse‬ ‭interpretations‬ ‭of‬ ‭landscapes‬

‭and‬ ‭seascapes.‬ ‭The‬ ‭exhibition‬ ‭showcased‬ ‭various‬

‭artistic‬ ‭styles‬ ‭and‬ ‭mediums,‬ ‭emphasizing‬ ‭the‬

‭interconnectedness of land and sea.‬

‭From‬ ‭February‬ ‭17‬ ‭to‬ ‭March‬ ‭13,‬ ‭visitors‬ ‭were‬

‭treated‬ ‭to‬ ‭a‬ ‭captivating‬ ‭array‬ ‭of‬ ‭artworks,‬ ‭each‬

‭offering a unique glimpse into the beauty of nature.‬

‭A‬ ‭soft‬ ‭opening‬ ‭was‬ ‭held‬ ‭on‬ ‭February‬ ‭17‬ ‭at‬

‭Rainbow‬ ‭Stew‬ ‭between‬ ‭3‬ ‭and‬ ‭6pm‬ ‭offering‬ ‭visitors‬
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‭and‬‭the‬‭creators‬‭in‬‭attendance‬‭a‬‭chance‬‭to‬‭discuss‬‭the‬

‭work on display.‬

‭Next Exhibit - “Surprises”‬

‭We‬ ‭dedicate‬ ‭March‬ ‭to‬ ‭a‬ ‭theme‬ ‭invoking‬ ‭any‬

‭2-dimensional‬ ‭creations‬ ‭that‬ ‭convey‬ ‭a‬ ‭surprise‬ ‭of‬

‭subject‬ ‭or‬ ‭moment‬ ‭or‬ ‭that‬ ‭which‬ ‭was‬ ‭the‬ ‭result‬ ‭of‬ ‭a‬

‭surprise‬ ‭in‬‭technique‬‭or‬‭capture.‬‭This‬‭fun‬‭exhibit‬‭can‬

‭be‬ ‭as‬ ‭simple‬ ‭or‬ ‭as‬ ‭complicated‬ ‭as‬ ‭you‬ ‭wish,‬ ‭for‬

‭surprises‬ ‭come‬‭in‬‭many‬‭different‬‭forms.‬‭The‬‭surprise‬

‭vibrancy‬ ‭of‬ ‭a‬ ‭sunrise/sunset,‬ ‭the‬ ‭excitement‬ ‭of‬

‭capturing‬ ‭something‬ ‭elusive‬ ‭on‬ ‭camera,‬ ‭the‬ ‭surprise‬

‭result‬‭of‬‭a‬‭new‬‭technique‬‭that‬‭succeeded‬‭or‬‭something‬

‭that‬ ‭went‬ ‭wonderfully‬ ‭unexpectedly‬ ‭right.‬ ‭What‬

‭surprises will you share during this exhibit?‬

‭Intake‬ ‭will‬ ‭be‬ ‭on‬ ‭Thursday,‬ ‭March‬ ‭14‬ ‭from‬

‭4:30-6pm‬‭and‬‭Friday,‬‭March‬‭15‬‭from‬‭12:30-2pm‬‭and‬

‭the‬‭Soft‬‭Opening‬‭reception‬‭will‬‭be‬‭held‬‭on‬‭March‬‭16‬

‭from 3-5pm all at Rainbow Stew in Yucca Valley.‬

‭Information‬ ‭about‬ ‭upcoming‬ ‭shows‬ ‭should‬ ‭be‬

‭available‬ ‭on‬ ‭the‬ ‭Chaparral‬ ‭Artists‬ ‭website‬ ‭by‬

‭navigating‬‭to‬‭Publications,‬‭then‬‭Exhibits,‬‭and‬‭locating‬

‭the‬ ‭show‬ ‭paperwork‬ ‭that‬ ‭you‬ ‭are‬ ‭interested‬ ‭in.‬ ‭Be‬

‭sure‬ ‭to‬ ‭check‬ ‭in‬ ‭regularly‬ ‭for‬ ‭updates‬ ‭and‬ ‭if‬ ‭you‬

‭notice‬ ‭something‬ ‭missing,‬ ‭reach‬ ‭out‬ ‭to‬ ‭an‬ ‭officer‬ ‭to‬

‭notify us of the absence.‬

‭Artists of the Month‬

‭We‬‭feature‬‭Chaparral‬‭members‬‭at‬‭both‬‭the‬‭Desert‬

‭Hills‬ ‭Presbyterian‬ ‭Church‬ ‭in‬ ‭Yucca‬ ‭Valley‬ ‭AND‬ ‭the‬

‭Center‬ ‭for‬ ‭Healthy‬ ‭Generations‬ ‭in‬ ‭Yucca‬ ‭Valley.‬ ‭We‬

‭do‬ ‭not‬ ‭control‬ ‭when‬‭these‬‭venues‬‭open,‬‭so‬‭calling‬‭in‬

‭advance to a visit is recommended.‬

‭Raini‬ ‭Armstrong‬ ‭shares‬ ‭quarter‬ ‭sheet‬ ‭original‬

‭watercolor‬ ‭during‬ ‭the‬ ‭month‬ ‭of‬ ‭March‬ ‭at‬ ‭the‬ ‭Center‬

‭for‬ ‭Healthy‬ ‭Generations.‬ ‭Raini‬ ‭often‬ ‭paints‬ ‭the‬

‭immediate‬ ‭world‬ ‭around‬ ‭her‬‭while‬‭adding‬‭a‬‭touch‬‭of‬

‭fantasy‬ ‭by‬ ‭using‬ ‭brighter‬ ‭than‬ ‭normal‬ ‭colors‬ ‭and‬

‭enhancing‬ ‭the‬ ‭night‬ ‭skies‬ ‭with‬ ‭light‬ ‭that‬ ‭only‬ ‭long‬

‭exposure‬ ‭camera‬ ‭shots‬‭might‬‭capture.‬‭She‬‭enjoys‬‭the‬

‭often‬‭uncontrollable‬‭medium‬‭and‬‭is‬‭exhibiting‬‭a‬‭small‬

‭collection‬ ‭of‬ ‭landscapes,‬ ‭flora,‬ ‭and‬ ‭fauna‬ ‭during‬ ‭the‬

‭month.‬

‭The‬ ‭featured‬ ‭artist‬ ‭at‬ ‭Desert‬ ‭Hills‬ ‭Presbyterian‬

‭Church‬ ‭during‬ ‭March‬ ‭is‬ ‭Nancy‬ ‭Miehle.‬ ‭Nancy‬ ‭has‬

‭curated‬ ‭a‬ ‭captivating‬ ‭collection‬ ‭of‬ ‭artwork,‬

‭showcasing‬‭an‬‭array‬‭of‬‭subjects‬‭ranging‬‭from‬‭vibrant‬

‭flowers‬ ‭to‬ ‭endearing‬ ‭depictions‬ ‭of‬ ‭cute‬ ‭animals.‬

‭Additionally,‬ ‭large‬ ‭desert‬ ‭landscapes‬ ‭transport‬

‭viewers‬‭to‬‭the‬‭serene‬‭beauty‬‭of‬‭the‬‭desert‬‭wilderness.‬

‭These‬ ‭pieces‬ ‭adorn‬ ‭the‬ ‭walls‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭church‬ ‭with‬ ‭a‬

‭perfect‬‭blend‬‭of‬‭color,‬‭charm,‬‭and‬‭tranquility,‬‭creating‬

‭an‬ ‭ambiance‬ ‭of‬ ‭inspiration‬ ‭and‬ ‭wonder‬ ‭for‬ ‭all‬ ‭who‬

‭visit.‬

‭If‬‭you‬‭are‬‭interested‬‭in‬‭sharing‬‭your‬‭work‬‭at‬‭these‬

‭locations,‬‭contact‬‭Jennifer‬‭Grandi‬‭for‬‭the‬‭Presbyterian‬

‭Church‬ ‭and‬ ‭Raini‬ ‭Armstrong‬ ‭for‬ ‭the‬ ‭Center‬ ‭for‬

‭Healthy Generations (December is available).‬

‭Creative Opportunities‬

‭Workshops and Paint-outs‬

‭There‬ ‭are‬ ‭numerous‬ ‭chances‬ ‭to‬ ‭make‬ ‭art‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬

‭Morongo‬‭Basin,‬‭whether‬‭by‬‭enjoying‬‭solitude,‬‭joining‬

‭plein‬ ‭air‬ ‭sessions‬ ‭and‬ ‭writing‬ ‭opportunities,‬ ‭or‬

‭participating‬ ‭in‬ ‭group‬ ‭projects,‬ ‭creative‬ ‭workshops,‬

‭photography trips, and writers' groups.‬
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‭Mil-Tree‬ ‭Writers‬ ‭Group‬ ‭meets‬ ‭Monday‬

‭evenings,‬ ‭online‬ ‭via‬ ‭Zoom,‬ ‭7-9pm.‬ ‭This‬ ‭writing‬

‭group‬ ‭welcomes‬ ‭individuals‬ ‭of‬ ‭all‬‭writing‬‭levels‬‭and‬

‭fosters‬ ‭a‬ ‭relaxed‬ ‭and‬ ‭friendly‬ ‭environment.‬ ‭The‬

‭primary‬ ‭expectation‬ ‭is‬ ‭that‬ ‭members‬ ‭are‬ ‭open‬ ‭to‬

‭providing‬‭feedback‬‭on‬‭their‬‭peers'‬‭writing,‬‭but‬‭all‬‭are‬

‭encouraged‬ ‭to‬ ‭share‬ ‭their‬ ‭own‬ ‭written‬ ‭work‬ ‭as‬ ‭well.‬

‭Interested‬ ‭in‬ ‭joining?‬ ‭Contact‬ ‭info@mil-tree.org‬ ‭and‬

‭ask questions OR signup.‬

‭Open‬ ‭Studio‬ ‭Art‬ ‭Workshops‬ ‭are‬ ‭offered‬ ‭at‬ ‭the‬

‭Yucca‬ ‭Valley‬ ‭Community‬ ‭Center‬ ‭every‬ ‭Thursday‬

‭morning,‬ ‭9-11:30am.‬ ‭Participants‬ ‭bring‬ ‭their‬ ‭own‬

‭materials,‬ ‭pay‬ ‭a‬ ‭fee‬ ‭of‬ ‭$3,‬ ‭and‬ ‭are‬ ‭free‬ ‭to‬ ‭work‬ ‭on‬

‭whatever they are interested in.‬

‭Watercolor‬ ‭Workshops‬ ‭are‬ ‭offered‬ ‭at‬‭the‬‭Yucca‬

‭Valley‬ ‭Community‬‭Center‬‭every‬‭Thursday‬‭afternoon,‬

‭1-3pm.‬ ‭Participants‬ ‭bring‬ ‭their‬ ‭own‬ ‭materials,‬ ‭pay‬ ‭a‬

‭fee‬ ‭of‬ ‭$5,‬ ‭and‬ ‭can‬ ‭work‬ ‭on‬ ‭their‬ ‭own‬ ‭watercolor‬

‭projects or follow along with the instructor.‬

‭Watercolor‬‭Workshops‬‭are‬‭offered‬‭at‬‭the‬‭Center‬

‭for‬‭Healthy‬‭Generations‬‭in‬‭Yucca‬‭Valley‬‭every‬‭Friday‬

‭morning,‬ ‭9-11am.‬ ‭Participants‬ ‭bring‬ ‭their‬ ‭own‬

‭materials,‬‭pay‬‭a‬‭fee‬‭of‬‭$7,‬‭and‬‭can‬‭work‬‭on‬‭their‬‭own‬

‭watercolor‬ ‭projects‬ ‭or‬ ‭follow‬ ‭along‬ ‭with‬ ‭the‬

‭instructor.‬

‭Plein‬ ‭Air‬ ‭meetups‬‭,‬ ‭organized‬ ‭by‬ ‭Krista‬ ‭Wargo,‬

‭happen‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬ ‭desert‬ ‭almost‬ ‭every‬ ‭month‬ ‭and‬ ‭are‬

‭listed‬ ‭on‬ ‭the‬ ‭Chaparral‬ ‭calendar‬ ‭once‬ ‭confirmed.‬

‭Participants‬ ‭bring‬ ‭their‬ ‭own‬ ‭art‬ ‭supplies,‬ ‭prepare‬‭for‬

‭weather‬ ‭changes,‬ ‭and‬ ‭bring‬ ‭enough‬ ‭food‬ ‭and‬ ‭water‬

‭for‬ ‭painting‬ ‭outdoors.‬ ‭Locations‬ ‭chosen‬ ‭by‬ ‭Krista‬

‭have‬ ‭basic‬ ‭amenities‬ ‭like‬ ‭restrooms,‬ ‭but‬‭you‬‭need‬‭to‬

‭bring‬ ‭everything‬ ‭else‬ ‭you‬ ‭need.‬ ‭Contact‬ ‭Krista‬

‭directly‬‭if‬‭you‬‭plan‬‭to‬‭attend,‬‭so‬‭she‬‭knows‬‭to‬‭expect‬

‭you.‬

‭Chaparral Collage‬

‭Power in Photography‬
‭Written by Raini Armstrong‬

‭​​I‬ ‭love‬ ‭photography‬ ‭and‬ ‭what‬ ‭a‬ ‭world‬ ‭of‬

‭possibilities it holds.‬

‭I‬ ‭started‬ ‭out‬ ‭my‬ ‭artistic‬ ‭years‬ ‭with‬ ‭the‬ ‭desire‬ ‭to‬

‭create‬ ‭a‬ ‭world‬ ‭of‬ ‭my‬ ‭own‬ ‭by‬ ‭capturing‬ ‭the‬ ‭fleeting‬

‭moments‬ ‭around‬ ‭me‬ ‭and‬ ‭cementing‬ ‭them‬ ‭in‬ ‭time.‬

‭However,‬‭I‬‭will‬‭be‬‭the‬‭first‬‭to‬‭say‬‭that‬‭I‬‭am‬‭a‬‭hobbyist‬

‭photographer‬‭and‬‭no‬‭more.‬‭Why?‬‭Because‬‭during‬‭my‬

‭self-educated‬ ‭experience,‬ ‭I‬ ‭realized‬ ‭that‬ ‭I‬ ‭could‬ ‭not‬

‭capture‬‭everything‬‭I‬‭wanted.‬‭I‬‭was‬‭not‬‭patient‬‭enough‬

‭to‬‭wait‬‭for‬‭a‬‭preconceived‬‭moment‬‭to‬‭occur.‬‭I‬‭was‬‭not‬

‭quick‬ ‭enough‬ ‭to‬ ‭snap‬ ‭up‬ ‭each‬ ‭breath‬ ‭of‬ ‭an‬ ‭event.‬ ‭I‬

‭was‬ ‭not‬ ‭yet‬ ‭skilled‬ ‭enough‬ ‭to‬‭utilize‬‭post-processing‬

‭tools‬‭that‬‭might‬‭allow‬‭me‬‭to‬‭massage‬‭a‬‭captured‬‭scene‬

‭into‬ ‭that‬ ‭which‬ ‭I‬ ‭envisioned.‬ ‭Watercolor‬ ‭filled‬ ‭those‬

‭gaps‬‭for‬‭me;‬‭I‬‭could‬‭depict‬‭scenes‬‭in‬‭all‬‭my‬‭imagined‬

‭glory.‬ ‭Soon,‬ ‭the‬ ‭camera‬ ‭became‬ ‭a‬‭documentary‬‭tool.‬

‭Yet,‬ ‭I‬ ‭fully‬ ‭respect‬ ‭and‬ ‭am‬ ‭inspired‬ ‭by‬ ‭the‬

‭photographers around me.‬

‭Photography‬‭offers‬‭gorgeous‬‭artistry‬‭whether‬‭you‬

‭use‬ ‭the‬ ‭camera‬ ‭as‬ ‭a‬ ‭documentary‬ ‭tool,‬ ‭a‬ ‭means‬ ‭to‬

‭capture‬ ‭the‬ ‭fleeting‬ ‭magics‬ ‭of‬ ‭everyday‬ ‭life‬ ‭OR‬ ‭as‬

‭one‬‭cog‬‭in‬‭the‬‭machine‬‭of‬‭world‬‭creation‬‭before‬‭AI‬‭is‬

‭woven‬‭into‬‭the‬‭process.‬‭Photography‬‭can‬‭be‬‭powerful.‬

‭Moods,‬ ‭truths,‬ ‭and‬ ‭pure‬ ‭fantasy‬ ‭can‬ ‭all‬ ‭be‬ ‭created‬

‭using‬‭the‬‭camera.‬‭I‬‭admire‬‭photographic‬‭captures‬‭that‬

‭required‬ ‭months‬‭of‬‭site‬‭stakeout‬‭and‬‭weather‬‭hunting‬

‭for‬ ‭a‬ ‭composition‬ ‭to‬ ‭work.‬ ‭I‬ ‭admire‬ ‭the‬ ‭time‬
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‭commitment‬ ‭and‬ ‭skill‬ ‭set‬ ‭necessary‬ ‭to‬ ‭make‬ ‭subtle‬

‭alterations‬ ‭during‬ ‭post-processing‬ ‭for‬ ‭a‬ ‭composition‬

‭to‬ ‭shine.‬ ‭And‬ ‭to‬ ‭those‬ ‭photographers‬ ‭that‬ ‭mix‬ ‭tricks‬

‭of‬ ‭light,‬ ‭props,‬ ‭long‬ ‭exposures,‬ ‭stacked‬ ‭imagery‬ ‭or‬

‭rely‬‭on‬‭catching‬‭the‬‭elusive‬‭by‬‭waiting‬‭and‬‭‘seeing’‬‭to‬

‭create an entirely new world parallel to ours - wow!‬

‭Photography‬ ‭represents‬ ‭a‬ ‭broad‬ ‭range‬ ‭of‬ ‭styles,‬

‭utilizing‬ ‭many‬ ‭techniques,‬ ‭including‬ ‭alternative‬

‭methods,‬‭and‬‭I‬‭hope‬‭that‬‭one‬‭day,‬‭separate‬‭categories‬

‭within‬ ‭photography‬ ‭highlight‬ ‭the‬ ‭artistry‬ ‭of‬ ‭each.‬

‭Currently,‬ ‭however,‬ ‭photographs‬ ‭are‬ ‭often‬ ‭judged‬

‭classically‬ ‭-‬ ‭where‬‭the‬‭‘result’‬‭being‬‭judged‬‭is‬‭some‬

‭form‬ ‭of‬ ‭captured‬ ‭image,‬ ‭either‬ ‭transferred‬ ‭onto‬ ‭film‬

‭or‬‭onto‬‭a‬‭digital‬‭device,‬‭both‬‭of‬‭which‬‭can‬‭be‬‭exposed‬

‭onto‬‭paper‬‭for‬‭exhibition.‬‭With‬‭these‬‭exposed‬‭images,‬

‭photo‬ ‭clarity‬ ‭is‬ ‭a‬ ‭strong‬ ‭requirement,‬ ‭story,‬

‭composition,‬ ‭contrast,‬ ‭and‬ ‭relatability‬ ‭or‬ ‭human‬

‭appeal,‬ ‭might‬ ‭all‬ ‭be‬ ‭required‬ ‭in‬ ‭any‬ ‭strong‬ ‭photo.‬

‭They‬‭may‬‭not‬‭ALL‬‭be‬‭necessary‬‭for‬‭a‬‭photo‬‭to‬‭catch‬

‭someone’s‬ ‭eye,‬ ‭but‬ ‭they‬ ‭all‬ ‭should‬ ‭be‬ ‭considered.‬

‭Hopefully‬‭we‬‭are‬‭all‬‭able‬‭to‬‭weave‬‭together‬‭more‬‭than‬

‭one‬ ‭of‬ ‭these‬ ‭elements‬ ‭in‬ ‭our‬ ‭photographs,‬ ‭and‬ ‭if‬‭we‬

‭can,‬‭there‬‭is‬‭a‬‭strong‬‭possibility‬‭that‬‭they‬‭will‬‭capture‬

‭the attention of the public.‬

‭With‬‭our‬‭own‬‭judged‬‭photography‬‭exhibit‬‭coming‬

‭up‬ ‭in‬ ‭May,‬ ‭consider‬ ‭experimenting‬ ‭with‬ ‭your‬

‭photography‬ ‭a‬ ‭bit.‬ ‭Join‬ ‭us‬ ‭in‬ ‭submitting‬ ‭multiple‬

‭entries‬ ‭that‬ ‭you‬ ‭feel‬ ‭convey‬ ‭a‬ ‭story,‬ ‭catch‬ ‭a‬ ‭fleeting‬

‭beauty,‬ ‭are‬ ‭strongly‬ ‭composed,‬ ‭or‬ ‭are‬ ‭just‬ ‭plain‬

‭awesome!‬ ‭This‬ ‭is‬ ‭an‬ ‭open‬ ‭exhibit,‬ ‭so‬ ‭invite‬ ‭friends‬

‭and family to participate.‬

‭Ongoing Invitation to Share!‬

‭Members‬ ‭and‬ ‭friends‬ ‭of‬ ‭Chaparral‬ ‭Artists,‬ ‭it‬ ‭is‬

‭never‬‭too‬‭late‬‭to‬‭share‬‭your‬‭artistic‬‭accomplishments,‬

‭stories,‬ ‭poetry,‬ ‭art‬ ‭snapshots,‬ ‭or‬ ‭art‬ ‭advice‬ ‭that‬ ‭you‬

‭have‬ ‭learned‬ ‭or‬ ‭devised‬ ‭along‬ ‭the‬ ‭way.‬ ‭Your‬ ‭voice‬

‭belongs in this newsletter!‬

‭Please‬ ‭share‬ ‭art-related‬ ‭information‬ ‭by‬ ‭sending‬

‭your‬ ‭thoughts‬ ‭to‬ ‭ChaparralArtists@gmail.com‬‭.‬ ‭For‬

‭anyone‬ ‭that‬ ‭cannot‬ ‭access‬ ‭the‬ ‭internet,‬ ‭call‬ ‭Raini‬

‭Armstrong‬ ‭at‬ ‭760-383-3005‬ ‭to‬ ‭arrange‬ ‭the‬

‭conveyance‬ ‭of‬ ‭your‬ ‭submission‬ ‭via‬ ‭phone‬ ‭or‬ ‭in‬

‭person.‬

‭Events Calendar‬

‭March 11‬
‭Chaparral Artists - General Meeting, 1-3pm‬

‭Center for Healthy Generations‬
‭57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley‬

‭March 14 & 16‬
‭Chaparral Artists - Anything Goes Exhibit‬

‭Members Only‬
‭Drop-off Day 1‬

‭March 11 at 4:30-6pm‬
‭Drop-off Day 2‬

‭March 12 at 12:30-2pm‬
‭Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway‬

‭March 16‬
‭Chaparral Artists - Soft Opening, 3-5pm‬

‭Held during the 3rd Saturday Yucca Valley Art Walk‬
‭March‬‭20 at 3-5pm‬

‭Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway‬

‭March 27‬
‭Chaparral Artists Group trip -‬

‭Palm Springs Art Museum‬
‭81800 51st Ave, Indio, CA 92201, USA‬

‭Carpool or Caravan from Jack in the Box, Yucca Valley‬
‭at 9am!‬
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