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Editor’s Note

Hah, and just like that there are strong indications
of summer after what felt like such a short spring. But
the desert has provided a beautiful array of blooming
color already, and we know to watch for ongoing
pops as we march through the seasons. I still spot
pockets of color in the orange desert mallow, the
yellow brittlebush, the purple lupin, and scattered pale
evening primrose. I am watching for those amazing
red mojave mound cactus blossoms and as it gets
hotter, we should start seeing the lovely greenish
blossoms on the jumping cholla! So much to look

forward to. Keep your cameras and painting/sketching

sets on hand! It should be another beautiful year for

surprise color pockets. I love the desert.

General Meetings

The May meeting was held on the 13th and we
had sixteen (16) people attend. Some organization
updates were shared along with event announcements
and a round of introductions. These introductions,
which may be brief at just 3-5 minutes, provide both
members and visitors with an opportunity to share
concise updates on their creative projects and artistic
goals. This brief sharing session helps everyone stay

informed about each other's work and aspirations.

Our NEXT (and last before summer break)

regular meeting will be on June 10 - the usual place

At a Glance Chaparral Reminders

Outing - Idyllwild Art in the Park
54195 Ridgeview Dr, Idyllwild-Pine Cove
Wednesday, June 9 (8am)
at Jack in the Box to carpool/caravan

General Meeting
Center for Healthy Generations
Monday, June 10 (1pm)

Atmospheric/Cosmic Members Exhibit
Rainbow Stew
Thursday, June 13 (4:30-6pm)
Friday, June 14 (12:30-2pm)

Atmospheric/Cosmic - Soft Reception
Rainbow Stew
Saturday, June 15 (3-5pm)
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New member Eric Mendoza sharing his
work at the May meeting, with assistance
from Victoria Sebanz

and time - every second Monday at 1:00 PM held at
the Center for Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley.

Board Meetings

Our Board meetings are held on the same day as
our general meetings to keep things simple. Our next
Board meeting will be on June 10 at 11:30 AM, also
held at the Center for Healthy Generations.
Remember that members are invited to join these

meetings.

Group Outings

In May, on the 22nd, we ventured out to the
Whitewater Preserve. Anticipating the arrival of
warmer weather, we didn’t expect a large turnout for
this adventure, but we were pleasantly surprised by
the five attendees and a dog who braved the potential
heat. We enjoyed lively conversations under the
rustling leaves of sycamores, cottonwoods, ashes, and

alders. After lunch, we took a short walk to the water,

where we relished the sound of the rushing stream

and cooled our feet in the refreshing pools.

Excitement is building for our upcoming JUNE
adventure to the cooler mountain retreat of Idyllwild!
On June 9th (Sunday), we’ll be heading to one of
their annual summer Art in the Park events, where
original art and live music await you in this charming
mountain community. It’s a drive definitely worth
making!

To make the trip easier, we offer the option of
carpooling or caravaning. Please contact one of the
officers to let us know if you plan to join so we can
coordinate and wait for you. We’ll gather at the Jack
in the Box in Yucca Valley at 9 a.m. to start our
journey together. Best of all, there are no fees for
parking or attendance! Don’t miss out on this
fantastic outing!

Remember to share your trip recommendations
and requests. We are coming up on summer, and we
take a break during July and August, but the rest of

the year is open to

Chaparral Artists@gmail.com

suggestions!

Gallery Displays

Previous Exhibit - Creative Photography

In May we held our spring judged -creative
photography exhibit..

The exhibit received twenty-three entries (23)
from six (6) creators. It offered another lovely
showing of photographic entries. and we filled two
categories - Nature’s Kaleidoscope and Hand of Man.

The exhibit will be on display at Rainbow Stew until
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June 12. Our judge was Bill Brewer, a contemporary
landscape photographer who calls the high desert his
home. With a graduate degree from USC he taught
photography in Long Beach and published a book
documenting his encounters with the Southwest
landscape, highlighting the traces and impacts
humans leave on it.

Congratulations to the artists that placed!

NATURE’S KALEIDOSCOPE
Ist - "Soothsayer" by Victoria Sebanz
2nd - "Paradise Blue" by Julianne Koza

3rd - "Hearts on Pause" by Raini Armstrong

HAND OF MAN

Ist - "Path to Knowledge" by Julianne Koza
2nd - "Ancient Living" by Raini Armstrong

3rd (TIE) - "Echoes of Bodie" by Julianne Koza
3rd (TIE) - "Woody Wheel" by Bob Rufer

BEST OF SHOW
"Desert Sage Flower" by Paul Ivanushka

Next Exhibit - “Atmospheric/Cosmic”

We dedicate JUNE to the members themed exhibit
Atmospheric/Cosmic. From the earthly wonders of
fog, snow, and rain to the moody natures of nostalgia
and mystery, and further past what we know to what
we can imagine. The Atmospheric/Cosmic exhibit
calls upon creations featuring weather, mood, and

beyond to the vastness of the cosmos. This exhibit is

open to the imagination and calls to all 2-dimensional
art forms.

Intake will be on Thursday, June 13 from
4:30-6pm and Friday, June 14 from 12:30-2pm. The
Soft Opening reception will be held on June 15 from
3-5pm all at Rainbow Stew in Yucca Valley.
Remember that these members' exhibits are entirely
free and are meant to provide opportunities to share
your creations with the public.

Information about upcoming shows should be
available on the Chaparral Artists website by
navigating to Publications, then Exhibits, and locating
the show paperwork that you are interested in. Be
sure to check in regularly for updates and if you

notice something missing, reach out to an officer to

notify us of the absence.

Artists of the Month

We feature Chaparral members at both the Desert
Hills Presbyterian Church in Yucca Valley AND the
Center for Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley. We
do not control when these venues open, so calling in
advance to a visit is recommended.

The featured artist at Desert Hills Presbyterian
Church during June is Cesca Spoonhower. Her work
is truly captivating, skillfully integrating life
experiences, native values, and fascinating mixed
media to produce a visual explosion of soothing
colors and inviting textures. Each piece offers a
unique blend of cultural heritage and contemporary
artistry. Her art not only engages the eye but also

evokes a deep emotional response, inviting viewers to
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explore the rich tapestry of stories and emotions
embedded within each creation.

Jeni Bate is the featured artist displaying a
stunning collection of oil paintings throughout June at
the Center for Healthy Generations. Her work
embodies

expansiveness, seamlessly blending

thoughts and emotions with the addition of
beautifully, gently, and subtly woven words. Be sure
to step back and take in the overall scenes she has
created, but also take a closer look to discover the
hidden gems of written word within each piece.

If you are interested in sharing your work at these
locations, contact Jennifer Grandi for the Presbyterian
Church and Raini Armstrong for the Center for

Healthy Generations.

Creative Opportunities

Workshops and Paint-outs

There are numerous chances to make art in the
Morongo Basin, whether by enjoying solitude, joining
plein air sessions and writing opportunities, or
participating in group projects, creative workshops,
photography trips, and writers' groups.

Mil-Tree Writers Group meets Monday
evenings, online via Zoom, 7-9pm. This writing
group welcomes individuals of all writing levels and
fosters a relaxed and friendly environment. The
primary expectation is that members are open to
providing feedback on their peers' writing, but all are

encouraged to share their own written work as well.

Interested in joining? Contact info@mil-tree.org and

ask questions OR signup.

Open Studio Art Workshops are offered at the
Yucca Valley Community Center on Thursday
mornings, 9-11:30am. Participants bring their own
materials, pay a fee of $3, and are free to work on
whatever they are interested in.

Watercolor Workshops are offered at the Yucca
Valley Community Center most Thursday afternoons,
1-3pm. Participants bring their own materials, pay a
fee of $5, and can work on their own watercolor
projects or follow along with the instructor.

Watercolor Workshops are offered at the Center
for Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley most Friday
mornings, 9-1lam. Participants bring their own
materials, pay a fee of $7, and can work on their own
watercolor projects or follow along with the
instructor. Visit instagram @watercolor.yv or contact
Raini to confirm workshop days.

Plein Air meetups, organized by Krista Wargo,
happen in the desert almost every month and are
listed on the Chaparral calendar once confirmed.
Participants bring their own art supplies, prepare for
weather changes, and bring enough food and water
for painting outdoors. Locations chosen by Krista
have basic amenities like restrooms, but you need to
bring everything else you need.

Contact Krista directly if you plan to attend, so

she knows to expect you.

Chaparral Collage

Art Display Popups Advice - Part 3

Continued from February & April

You’re already sharing your art like a

pro—beautifully labeled, well-marketed, and smartly

Page 4


mailto:info@mil-tree.org

The Chaparral Sketch

June 2024

priced. Your organizational skills are top-notch,
you’ve coordinated booth colors or a theme that sets
you apart, and your setup is wind-resistant with plenty
of weights. So, what’s next? How do you elevate your
popup experience to the next level?

1. Track Your Sales and Inventory: Your Secret to
Success... This may not sound urgent, but trust
me—tracking your work and sales is a game-changer.
Even jotting down titles of originals and keeping
count of repeat items like prints in a simple notebook
will provide invaluable insight. Knowing that you
sold ten 11x14 prints, 30 marbled soaps, and three
landscape originals lets you assess what’s truly
resonating with your audience year after year. Are
certain items consistently popular? Do you have a
surplus of others? Should you consider a flash sale or
should you adjust your prices? Tracking inventory
empowers you to make informed decisions and refine
your approach for even greater success.

2. Embrace Digital Sales: Don’t Miss Out on Easy
Transactions... You’re probably well-versed in this,
but if you haven’t already, offering digital payment
options is a must. Whether you choose PayPal,
Square, Zelle, or any other platform, being able to
accept card payments on the spot can increase sales
and make transactions seamless for your customers.
Pick the option that works best for you, but don’t miss
out on this modern convenience—it can make a big
difference in your overall sales.

3. Don’t Forget the Essentials: Food, Drinks, and
Comfort... This might seem basic, but it’s often
overlooked: bring plenty of good snacks, real food,

and drinks. I can’t tell you how many times I've

forgotten something as simple as water, only to regret
it hours later. Pack extra snacks, bring along a backup
set of antihistamines if you have outdoor allergies,
and don’t forget gentle pain relief because long days
at art shows start early and end late. You’re on your
feet, engaging with people, and managing your booth
the entire time. Comfort is key to keeping your
energy up and your mood bright. If possible, consider
bringing a friend or family member to help out. Not
only can they spot you during the day, but they can
also provide moral support and allow you to step
away for a moment to enjoy the event yourself. After
all, you’re not just a vendor—you’re part of a creative
community. Don’t miss out on the chance to see the
incredible work of your fellow artists!

These steps will help you take your art display
popup from great to outstanding. Track your success,
embrace digital convenience, and keep yourself
fueled and ready for anything. Elevate your booth
experience and make each event not just a sales

opportunity but a celebration of your art and effort!

Ongoing Invitation to Share!

Members and friends of Chaparral Artists, it is
never too late to share your artistic accomplishments,
stories, poetry, art snapshots, or art advice that you
have learned or devised along the way. Your voice
belongs in this newsletter! Your submission will be
read and formatted to fit into the newsletter just like
the article above. You will be credited.

Please share art-related information by sending

your thoughts to ChaparralArtists@gmail.com. For
anyone that cannot access the internet, call Raini

Armstrong at 760-383-3005 to arrange the
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conveyance of your submission via phone or in

person.

Events Calendar

June 9
Outing - Idyllwild Art in the Park
54195 Ridgeview Dr, Idyllwild-Pine Cove

Meet at Jack in the Box to carpool/caravan (8am) . - " ‘
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley Jennifer Grandi and Victoria Sebanz - show committee at

Presbyterian Church, featuring artist Cesca Spoonhower

June 10

Chaparral General Meeting (1pm) Hi Desert Artists opening reception snapshots
Center for Healthy Generations v B |
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

June 13 & 14
Chaparral Artists - Floral Explosion
Themed members only exhibit

Drop-off Day 1

July 13 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2

July 14 at 12:30-2pm

Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

oK {'

Raini Armstrong and
Mendoza

Ed Keeslin

June 15
Chaparral Artists - Soft Opening, 3-5pm
Held during the 3rd Saturday Yucca Valley Art Walk
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

June-July
Chaparral Featured Artist - Jeni Bate
Center for Healthy Generations
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

June-July
Chaparral Featured Artist - Cesca Spoonhower
Desert Hills Presbyterian Church
56750 Mountain View Trail, Yucca Valley

N

Cesca Spoonhower in front f her art
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