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Editor’s Note

Summer is here. Travel, cookouts, creative
projects, family fun, and self-care. For those with
younger people in your lives that still follow a
schedule with set-breaks like summer break, you
might be more busy now than ever. Try to take time
for yourself now and then. Do not forget to steal away
creative moments. And maybe, try to share your
creative experiences with those younger ones in your
life. With concerts in the park bringing music to the
weekends and plenty of gallery receptions we will
have a lot of fun to immerse ourselves in. Stay cool,
find that joy in the smallest and the biggest of things,

and keep on creating!

General Meetings

Our June meeting, the last before the summer
break, was held on the 10th and, while attendance was
small with ten members, the energy was high! We
covered important updates, shared exciting event
announcements, and gave a warm welcome to our
newest members, Raymond Segarra and Julianne
Miller-Boyer. As always, our group introductions
turned into a lively exchange of personal updates,
setting the stage for a hands-on exploration of blind
contour drawing—a continuous line drawing activity
that was as challenging as it was fun!

Blind Contour Drawing: Limiting, Freeing, and
Fun! Blind contour drawing is both a test of patience
and an exercise in artistic freedom. The task? Draw
your subject—whether it’s a person, your own hand,
or even a tree—without looking at your paper or
lifting your pen. It’s all about focusing on the subject,
strengthening the mind-body connection, and honing
the control between your brain, hand, and perception
of space.

Victoria Sebanz kicked off the activity with a live
demo, drawing Raymond rarely glancing at her paper.
Watching her capture his likeness without any visual
feedback was mesmerizing. To make it a bit easier,
Victoria introduced a modified approach: five lines,
five resets. Most participants followed similar

strategies—using the first line for the face’s outer
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profile, the next for eyes and nose, another for lips
and details, and so on.

We paired up, swapping roles between artist and
model, and the room buzzed with creativity and
laughter. Everyone got to draw a little something, and
the results were as unique as they were entertaining. It
was a fantastic way to engage, connect, and enjoy art
in a fun, pressure-free environment.

Thank you to all who participated! Your energy
made the meeting unforgettable. If you missed it,
don't worry—we have plenty more creative
adventures lined up after the break. Stay tuned, and

we’ll see you in the fall!

Our NEXT regular meeting won’t be until
September 9 - remember that we take a nice little
break during July and August. When we return, it will
be at the usual place and time - every second Monday
at 1:00 PM held at the Center for Healthy Generations
in Yucca Valley.

Board Meetings

Our Board meetings are held on the same day as
our general meetings to keep things simple. Our next
Board meeting will be on September 9 at 11:30 AM,
also held at the Center for Healthy Generations.
Remember that members are invited to join these

meetings.

Group Outings

On June 9th, we ventured to Idyllwild for their
annual Art in the Park event. The Idyllwild Art in the
Park runs from May through August, held on the third

weekend of each month, starting May 4th and ending
on the last weekend in August. With the lower desert
already sizzling hot, we chose to escape to the
mountains—still warm, but pleasantly so. We enjoyed
some live music and explored a few small but
delightful booths featuring arts and crafts. We spent
the rest of the afternoon strolling around the village
and grabbing lunch. It was a wonderful way to spend
a Sunday!

Now that summer is here, we will be taking a
break from group travel, but keep an eye out for
announcements in September. Once the fall schedule
begins, with cooler weather and big desert-wide
events, we hope to plan a paint-out or casual trip.
Please note that October can be packed with art
events, and December often focuses on family travel
and festive celebrations, so we will do our best to
minimize scheduling conflicts during those months.

Remember to share your trip recommendations

and requests. The rest of the year and into the next is

open to suggestions! Chaparral Artists@gmail.com

Gallery Displays

Previous Exhibit - Atmospheric/Cosmic

In June we enjoyed a members' exhibit featuring
the misty, moody wonders that our earth, the skies
above and our own minds can create. The exhibit
received twenty-nine entries (29) from twelve (12)
creators.

The soft reception and our second quarterly
meeting was held on June 15th and was attended by
nine (9) visitors. We provided handouts spanning the

next quarter - July, August, September - information
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updates and we set aside a little time to discuss the

exhibit. It was really good to see everyone!

Next Exhibit - “Floral Explosion”

We dedicate JULY to the members themed exhibit
of Floral Explosion. Let’s decorate the walls with
flowers of all colors. While we're fortunate to
experience the blossoming of some cacti during the
summer, let's elevate the experience by spreading an
abundance of colorful beauty throughout the month.

Intake will be on Thursday, July 11 from
4:30-6pm and Friday, July 12 from 12:30-2pm. The
Soft Opening reception will be held on July 20 from
3-5pm all at Rainbow Stew in Yucca Valley.
Remember that these members' exhibits are entirely
free and are meant to provide opportunities to share
your creations with the public.

Information about upcoming shows should be
available on the Chaparral Artists website by
navigating to Publications, then Exhibits, and locating
the show paperwork that you are interested in. Be
sure to check in regularly for updates and if you

notice something missing, reach out to an officer to

notify us of the absence.

Artists of the Month

We feature Chaparral members at both the Desert
Hills Presbyterian Church in Yucca Valley AND the
Center for Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley. We
do not control when these venues open, so calling in
advance to a visit is recommended.
is featured at Desert Hills

A group show

Presbyterian Church during July and August with

participating members displaying one to three pieces.
providing a great opportunity to explore both recent
and notable past pieces from our talented members.
These group shows provide a way to celebrate each
other's artistic expression and give us a chance to
reconnect and draw inspiration from each other's
creative focuses. Participants include Armstrong,
Cassell, George, Grandi, MacDonald, Rufer, Sebanz,
Wargo, and Wood.

Another group show - TRANSFORMATIONS - a
special theme exhibit is on display at the Center for
Healthy Generations during July and August.

We encouraged members to share some of their
earliest and latest works, hoping some might share
childhood or teenage art, offering a more expansive
glimpse into their entire creative journey. This theme
highlights the evolution of their styles, techniques,
and spirit. We celebrate those beginnings and cherish
the creative paths that unfold by seeing even those
few pieces provided side by side. Participants include
Cassell, George, Grandi,
MacDonald, Miehle, Miller, Sebanz, Wargo, and
Wood. Thank you all for filling the walls with a

Armstrong, Koza,

glimpse of your journeys through creativity!

If you are interested in sharing your work at these
locations, contact Jennifer Grandi for the Presbyterian
Church and Raini Armstrong for the Center for

Healthy Generations.

Creative Opportunities

Workshops and Paint-outs

There are numerous chances to make art in the

Morongo Basin, whether by enjoying solitude, joining
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plein air sessions and writing opportunities, or
participating in group projects, creative workshops,
photography trips, and writers' groups.

Mil-Tree Writers Group meets Monday
evenings, online via Zoom, 7-9pm. This writing
group welcomes individuals of all writing levels and
fosters a relaxed and friendly environment. The
primary expectation is that members are open to
providing feedback on their peers' writing, but all are
encouraged to share their own written work as well.

Interested in joining? Contact info@mil-tree.org and

ask questions OR signup.

Open Studio Art Workshops are offered at the
Yucca Valley Community Center on Thursday
mornings, 9-11:30am. Participants bring their own
materials, pay a fee of $3, and are free to work on
whatever they are interested in.

Watercolor Workshops are offered at the Yucca
Valley Community Center most Thursday afternoons,
1-3pm. Participants bring their own materials, pay a
fee of $5, and can work on their own watercolor
projects or follow along with the instructor.

Watercolor Workshops are offered at the Center
for Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley most Friday
mornings, 9-1lam. Participants bring their own
materials, pay a fee of $7, and can work on their own
watercolor projects or follow along with the
instructor. Visit instagram @watercolor.yv or contact
Raini to confirm workshop days.

Plein Air meetups, organized by Krista Wargo,
happen in the desert almost every month and are
listed on the Chaparral calendar once confirmed.

Participants bring their own art supplies, prepare for

weather changes, and bring enough food and water
for painting outdoors. Locations chosen by Krista
have basic amenities like restrooms, but you need to
bring everything else you need.

Contact Krista directly if you plan to attend, so

she knows to expect you.

Entertainment

Concerts in the Park - we are lucky to have a
physically creative opportunity to dance, at least a
little bit, to the music arranged by Yucca Valley
during the summer. Carve out some time to spend
Saturday evenings through July at the community
park. This is a fun family friendly event and you are
sure to see a few Chaparral Artists grooving to the

tunes.

Chaparral Collage

The Windmill Principle: Enhancing Visual
Interest

Written by Raini Armstrong

When creating art, we often strive to improve the
scenes we imagine and wonder why certain works
capture attention. Factors like movement, contrast,
composition, color balance, texture, and mood all
play a role. Regardless of your medium, these
elements are crucial to your final piece. A useful
concept to help you understand why some artworks

2

just “work™ as it pertains to the play between lights
and darks is the Windmill Principle.

The Windmill Principle is an artistic technique
that uses combinations of light and dark to connect a
subject to its surroundings. Inspired by Rembrandt’s

paintings of windmills—where the blades contrast
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with the background—this
approach employs varying
values to create visual
interest that can enhance
any subject.

While increasing contrast

naturally draws the

viewer’s eye,
incorporating multiple light-dark pairings can add
even more depth and realism. Consider using
combinations like light against dark, light against
midtones, and light against light. The Windmill
Principle serves as a playful guide to seamlessly
integrate your subject within its setting, allowing it to
stand out while feeling grounded. The windmill snip
added above is only a piece of Rembrant’s painting,
poor quality when compared to the real thing, but it is
still easy to see how well the pairings of light and
dark on each blade of the windmill is captivating,

even the dark-dark blending where you can barely

separate the blade from the building.

Ongoing Invitation to Share!

Members and friends of Chaparral Artists, it is
never too late to share your artistic accomplishments,
stories, poetry, art snapshots, or art advice that you
have learned or devised along the way. Like the above
piece, please offer your insights to better aid your
in this

fellow colleagues. Your voice belongs

newsletter! Your submission will be read and
formatted to fit into the newsletter just like the article
above. You will be credited. Please, even if it is the
shortest of advice, the briefest of updates, we want to

know about it.

Please share art-related information by sending

your thoughts to ChaparralArtists@gmail.com. For

anyone that cannot access the internet, call Raini

Armstrong at 760-383-3005 to arrange the

conveyance of your submission via phone or in

person.

Events Calendar

July 11 & 12

Chaparral Artists - Floral Explosion
Themed members only exhibit
Drop-off Day 1
July 11 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
July 12 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

July 20
Chaparral Artists - Soft Opening, 3-5pm
Held during the 3rd Saturday Yucca Valley Art Walk
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

July - August
Chaparral Featured Artist - Group Show
TRANSFORMATIONS
Center for Healthy Generations
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

July - August
Chaparral Featured Artists - Group Show
Desert Hills Presbyterian Church
56750 Mountain View Trail, Yucca Valley
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