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‭Editor’s Note‬

‭Wow,‬‭has‬‭it‬‭been‬‭hot‬‭or‬‭what?!‬‭With‬‭the‬‭incessant‬

‭heat,‬ ‭which‬ ‭seems‬ ‭to‬ ‭be‬ ‭more‬ ‭intense‬ ‭than‬ ‭usual‬ ‭in‬

‭some‬ ‭places,‬ ‭I’m‬ ‭sure‬ ‭projects‬ ‭are‬ ‭limited—unless‬

‭you‬ ‭can‬ ‭work‬ ‭your‬ ‭creative‬ ‭magic‬‭indoors.‬‭Even‬‭the‬

‭Yucca‬ ‭Valley‬ ‭concert‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬ ‭park‬ ‭series‬ ‭has‬ ‭had‬ ‭hot‬

‭starts‬ ‭for‬ ‭many‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭groups‬ ‭performing‬ ‭each‬

‭Saturday‬ ‭evening.‬ ‭But‬ ‭those‬ ‭warm‬ ‭days‬ ‭haven't‬

‭completely‬ ‭stopped‬ ‭me‬ ‭spending‬ ‭time‬ ‭with‬ ‭friends,‬

‭family,‬ ‭and‬ ‭maybe‬ ‭those‬ ‭furry‬ ‭loved‬ ‭ones.‬ ‭I’ve‬

‭enjoyed‬ ‭getting‬ ‭outside‬ ‭as‬ ‭the‬ ‭sun‬ ‭sets,‬ ‭especially‬

‭taking‬ ‭my‬ ‭German‬ ‭Shepherd‬ ‭along‬ ‭each‬ ‭time.‬ ‭Find‬

‭that‬ ‭fun‬ ‭each‬ ‭week‬ ‭in‬ ‭your‬ ‭life,‬ ‭and‬ ‭keep‬ ‭creating.‬

‭Keep‬‭practicing.‬‭Keep‬‭your‬‭hands,‬‭mind,‬‭and‬‭body‬‭in‬

‭movement and joy!‬

‭General Meetings‬

‭There‬‭was‬‭no‬‭meeting‬‭in‬‭July‬‭and‬‭there‬‭will‬‭be‬‭no‬

‭meeting‬ ‭in‬ ‭August,‬ ‭but‬ ‭already‬ ‭we‬ ‭are‬ ‭looking‬

‭forward to starting up again come September!‬

‭____________________________‬

‭Our‬ ‭NEXT‬ ‭regular‬ ‭meeting‬ ‭will‬ ‭be‬ ‭held‬ ‭on‬

‭September‬ ‭9‬ ‭at‬ ‭the‬ ‭usual‬ ‭place‬ ‭and‬ ‭time‬ ‭-‬ ‭every‬

‭second‬ ‭Monday‬ ‭at‬ ‭1:00‬ ‭PM‬ ‭held‬ ‭at‬ ‭the‬ ‭Center‬ ‭for‬

‭Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley.‬

‭Board Meetings‬

‭Our‬ ‭Board‬ ‭meetings‬ ‭are‬ ‭held‬ ‭on‬‭the‬‭same‬‭day‬‭as‬

‭our‬‭general‬‭meetings‬‭to‬‭keep‬‭things‬‭simple.‬‭Our‬‭next‬

‭Board‬ ‭meeting‬ ‭will‬‭be‬‭on‬‭September‬‭9‬‭at‬‭11:30‬‭AM,‬

‭also‬ ‭held‬ ‭at‬ ‭the‬ ‭Center‬ ‭for‬ ‭Healthy‬ ‭Generations.‬

‭Remember‬ ‭that‬ ‭members‬ ‭are‬ ‭invited‬ ‭to‬ ‭join‬ ‭these‬

‭meetings.‬

‭Group Outings‬

‭We‬ ‭are‬ ‭still‬ ‭on‬ ‭break,‬ ‭which‬ ‭means‬ ‭no‬ ‭group‬

‭outings‬ ‭for‬ ‭now,‬ ‭but‬ ‭we‬ ‭hope‬ ‭to‬ ‭schedule‬ ‭a‬ ‭group‬

‭painting‬ ‭event‬ ‭in‬ ‭September.‬ ‭Even‬ ‭though‬ ‭cooler‬

‭weather‬‭is‬‭on‬‭the‬‭horizon,‬‭our‬‭desert‬‭remains‬‭reliably‬

‭warm‬ ‭in‬ ‭September—sometimes‬ ‭even‬ ‭into‬ ‭October!‬

‭Therefore,‬ ‭we‬ ‭are‬ ‭planning‬ ‭to‬ ‭keep‬ ‭it‬ ‭local‬ ‭with‬ ‭a‬

‭potential‬ ‭paint-and-sip‬ ‭event.‬ ‭Details‬ ‭are‬ ‭still‬ ‭being‬

‭finalized, so keep an eye out for the announcement!‬
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‭Remember‬ ‭to‬ ‭share‬ ‭your‬ ‭trip‬ ‭recommendations‬

‭and‬‭requests.‬‭The‬‭rest‬‭of‬‭the‬‭year‬‭and‬‭into‬‭the‬‭next‬‭is‬

‭open to suggestions!‬‭ChaparralArtists@gmail.com‬

‭Gallery Displays‬

‭Previous Exhibit - “Floral Explosion”‬

‭In‬‭July,‬‭we‬‭had‬‭the‬‭pleasure‬‭of‬‭hosting‬‭a‬‭members'‬

‭exhibit‬‭featuring‬‭colorful‬‭flowers‬‭at‬‭Rainbow‬‭Stew‬‭in‬

‭Yucca‬ ‭Valley.‬ ‭The‬ ‭exhibit‬ ‭showcased‬‭thirty-five‬‭(35)‬

‭entries‬ ‭from‬ ‭twelve‬ ‭(12)‬ ‭creators,‬ ‭and‬ ‭as‬ ‭hoped,‬ ‭the‬

‭walls‬ ‭were‬ ‭adorned‬ ‭with‬ ‭vibrant‬ ‭depictions.‬ ‭The‬

‭artwork‬ ‭included‬ ‭newly‬ ‭bloomed‬ ‭flowers,‬ ‭focal‬

‭subjects‬ ‭surrounded‬ ‭by‬ ‭floral‬ ‭beauty,‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬‭overall‬

‭joy‬ ‭inspired‬ ‭by‬ ‭such‬ ‭natural‬ ‭splendor‬‭was,‬‭as‬‭hoped,‬

‭encompassing.‬ ‭We‬ ‭held‬ ‭a‬ ‭pleasant‬ ‭reception‬ ‭on‬ ‭July‬

‭20th,‬ ‭where‬ ‭we‬ ‭enjoyed‬ ‭the‬ ‭company‬ ‭of‬ ‭visitors,‬

‭shared‬ ‭updates,‬ ‭and‬ ‭planned‬ ‭brief‬ ‭visits‬ ‭to‬ ‭other‬

‭galleries and summer events.‬

‭Next Exhibit - “Portraits”‬

‭We‬ ‭dedicate‬ ‭AUGUST‬ ‭to‬ ‭our‬ ‭members'‬ ‭themed‬

‭exhibit‬ ‭of‬ ‭Portraits‬ ‭at‬ ‭Rainbow‬ ‭Stew.‬ ‭Traditionally,‬

‭portraits‬ ‭focus‬ ‭on‬ ‭human‬ ‭faces‬ ‭and‬ ‭expressions,‬

‭capturing‬ ‭the‬ ‭unique‬ ‭characteristics‬ ‭of‬ ‭people.‬

‭However,‬ ‭for‬ ‭this‬ ‭exhibit,‬ ‭we‬ ‭are‬ ‭broadening‬ ‭the‬

‭theme‬ ‭to‬ ‭include‬ ‭creatures‬ ‭as‬ ‭well.‬ ‭Bring‬ ‭in‬ ‭your‬

‭beautiful,‬ ‭expressive‬ ‭pet‬ ‭portraits,‬ ‭stunning‬ ‭wildlife‬

‭captures,‬‭and‬‭any‬‭friendly‬‭faces‬‭you’ve‬‭immortalized.‬

‭This‬ ‭exhibit‬ ‭will‬ ‭showcase‬ ‭the‬ ‭diverse‬ ‭range‬ ‭of‬

‭‘portraits’‬ ‭that‬ ‭celebrate‬ ‭both‬ ‭human‬ ‭and‬ ‭animal‬

‭expressions.‬

‭Intake‬ ‭will‬ ‭be‬ ‭on‬ ‭Thursday,‬ ‭August‬ ‭15‬ ‭from‬

‭4:30-6pm‬ ‭and‬ ‭Friday,‬ ‭August‬ ‭16‬ ‭from‬ ‭12:30-2pm.‬

‭The‬‭Soft‬‭Opening‬‭reception‬‭will‬‭be‬‭held‬‭on‬‭August‬‭17‬

‭from‬ ‭3-5pm‬ ‭all‬ ‭at‬ ‭Rainbow‬ ‭Stew‬ ‭in‬ ‭Yucca‬ ‭Valley.‬

‭Remember‬ ‭that‬ ‭these‬ ‭members'‬ ‭exhibits‬ ‭are‬ ‭entirely‬

‭free‬ ‭and‬ ‭are‬ ‭meant‬ ‭to‬ ‭provide‬ ‭opportunities‬ ‭to‬ ‭share‬

‭your creations with the public.‬

‭Information‬ ‭about‬ ‭upcoming‬ ‭shows‬ ‭should‬ ‭be‬

‭available‬ ‭on‬ ‭the‬ ‭Chaparral‬ ‭Artists‬ ‭website‬ ‭by‬

‭navigating‬‭to‬‭Publications,‬‭then‬‭Exhibits,‬‭and‬‭locating‬

‭the‬ ‭show‬ ‭paperwork‬ ‭that‬ ‭you‬ ‭are‬ ‭interested‬ ‭in.‬ ‭Be‬

‭sure‬ ‭to‬ ‭check‬ ‭in‬ ‭regularly‬ ‭for‬ ‭updates‬ ‭and‬ ‭if‬ ‭you‬

‭notice‬ ‭something‬ ‭missing,‬ ‭reach‬ ‭out‬ ‭to‬ ‭an‬ ‭officer‬ ‭to‬

‭notify us of the absence.‬

‭Artists of the Month‬

‭We‬‭feature‬‭Chaparral‬‭members‬‭at‬‭both‬‭the‬‭Desert‬

‭Hills‬ ‭Presbyterian‬ ‭Church‬ ‭in‬ ‭Yucca‬ ‭Valley‬ ‭AND‬ ‭the‬

‭Center‬ ‭for‬ ‭Healthy‬ ‭Generations‬ ‭in‬ ‭Yucca‬ ‭Valley.‬ ‭We‬

‭do‬ ‭not‬ ‭control‬ ‭when‬‭these‬‭venues‬‭open,‬‭so‬‭calling‬‭in‬

‭advance to a visit is recommended.‬

‭A‬ ‭group‬ ‭show‬ ‭is‬ ‭featured‬ ‭at‬ ‭Desert‬ ‭Hills‬

‭Presbyterian‬ ‭Church‬ ‭during‬ ‭July‬ ‭and‬ ‭August‬ ‭with‬

‭participating‬‭members‬‭displaying‬‭one‬‭to‬‭three‬‭pieces.‬

‭providing‬ ‭a‬ ‭great‬ ‭opportunity‬ ‭to‬ ‭explore‬ ‭both‬ ‭recent‬

‭and‬ ‭notable‬ ‭past‬ ‭pieces‬ ‭from‬ ‭our‬ ‭talented‬ ‭members.‬

‭These‬ ‭group‬ ‭shows‬ ‭provide‬ ‭a‬ ‭way‬ ‭to‬ ‭celebrate‬ ‭each‬

‭other's‬ ‭artistic‬ ‭expression‬ ‭and‬ ‭give‬ ‭us‬ ‭a‬ ‭chance‬ ‭to‬
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‭reconnect‬ ‭and‬ ‭draw‬ ‭inspiration‬ ‭from‬ ‭each‬ ‭other's‬

‭creative focuses.‬

‭Another‬‭group‬‭show‬‭-‬‭TRANSFORMATIONS‬‭-‬‭a‬

‭special‬ ‭theme‬ ‭exhibit‬ ‭is‬ ‭on‬ ‭display‬ ‭at‬ ‭the‬ ‭Center‬ ‭for‬

‭Healthy Generations during July and August.‬

‭We‬ ‭encouraged‬ ‭members‬ ‭to‬ ‭share‬ ‭some‬ ‭of‬ ‭their‬

‭earliest‬ ‭and‬ ‭latest‬ ‭works,‬ ‭hoping‬ ‭some‬ ‭might‬ ‭share‬

‭childhood‬ ‭or‬ ‭teenage‬ ‭art,‬ ‭offering‬ ‭a‬ ‭more‬ ‭expansive‬

‭glimpse‬ ‭into‬‭their‬‭entire‬‭creative‬‭journey.‬‭This‬‭theme‬

‭highlights‬ ‭the‬ ‭evolution‬ ‭of‬ ‭their‬ ‭styles,‬ ‭techniques,‬

‭and‬ ‭spirit.‬‭We‬‭celebrate‬‭those‬‭beginnings‬‭and‬‭cherish‬

‭the‬ ‭creative‬ ‭paths‬ ‭that‬ ‭unfold‬ ‭by‬ ‭seeing‬ ‭even‬ ‭those‬

‭few‬‭pieces‬‭provided‬‭side‬‭by‬‭side.‬‭Participants‬‭include‬

‭Armstrong,‬ ‭Cassell,‬ ‭George,‬ ‭Grandi,‬ ‭Koza,‬

‭MacDonald,‬ ‭Miehle,‬ ‭Miller,‬ ‭Sebanz,‬ ‭Wargo,‬ ‭and‬

‭Wood.‬ ‭Thank‬ ‭you‬ ‭all‬ ‭for‬ ‭filling‬ ‭the‬ ‭walls‬ ‭with‬ ‭a‬

‭glimpse of your journeys through creativity!‬

‭If‬‭you‬‭are‬‭interested‬‭in‬‭sharing‬‭your‬‭work‬‭at‬‭these‬

‭locations,‬‭contact‬‭Jennifer‬‭Grandi‬‭for‬‭the‬‭Presbyterian‬

‭Church‬ ‭and‬ ‭Raini‬ ‭Armstrong‬ ‭for‬ ‭the‬ ‭Center‬ ‭for‬

‭Healthy Generations.‬

‭Creative Opportunities‬

‭Workshops and Paint-outs‬

‭There‬ ‭are‬ ‭numerous‬ ‭chances‬ ‭to‬ ‭make‬ ‭art‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬

‭Morongo‬‭Basin,‬‭whether‬‭by‬‭enjoying‬‭solitude,‬‭joining‬

‭plein‬ ‭air‬ ‭sessions‬ ‭and‬ ‭writing‬ ‭opportunities,‬ ‭or‬

‭participating‬ ‭in‬ ‭group‬ ‭projects,‬ ‭creative‬ ‭workshops,‬

‭photography trips, and writers' groups.‬

‭Mil-Tree‬ ‭Writers‬ ‭Group‬ ‭meets‬ ‭Monday‬

‭evenings,‬ ‭online‬ ‭via‬ ‭Zoom,‬ ‭7-9pm.‬ ‭This‬ ‭writing‬

‭group‬ ‭welcomes‬ ‭individuals‬ ‭of‬ ‭all‬‭writing‬‭levels‬‭and‬

‭fosters‬ ‭a‬ ‭relaxed‬ ‭and‬ ‭friendly‬ ‭environment.‬ ‭The‬

‭primary‬ ‭expectation‬ ‭is‬ ‭that‬ ‭members‬ ‭are‬ ‭open‬ ‭to‬

‭providing‬‭feedback‬‭on‬‭their‬‭peers'‬‭writing,‬‭but‬‭all‬‭are‬

‭encouraged‬ ‭to‬ ‭share‬ ‭their‬ ‭own‬ ‭written‬ ‭work‬ ‭as‬ ‭well.‬

‭Interested‬ ‭in‬ ‭joining?‬ ‭Contact‬ ‭info@mil-tree.org‬ ‭and‬

‭ask questions OR signup.‬

‭Open‬ ‭Studio‬ ‭Art‬ ‭Workshops‬ ‭are‬ ‭offered‬ ‭at‬ ‭the‬

‭Yucca‬ ‭Valley‬ ‭Community‬ ‭Center‬ ‭on‬ ‭Thursday‬

‭mornings,‬ ‭9-11:30am.‬ ‭Participants‬ ‭bring‬ ‭their‬ ‭own‬

‭materials,‬ ‭pay‬ ‭a‬ ‭fee‬ ‭of‬ ‭$3,‬ ‭and‬ ‭are‬ ‭free‬ ‭to‬ ‭work‬ ‭on‬

‭whatever they are interested in.‬

‭Watercolor‬ ‭Workshops‬ ‭are‬ ‭offered‬ ‭at‬‭the‬‭Yucca‬

‭Valley‬‭Community‬‭Center‬‭most‬‭Thursday‬‭afternoons,‬

‭1-3pm.‬ ‭Participants‬ ‭bring‬ ‭their‬ ‭own‬ ‭materials,‬ ‭pay‬ ‭a‬

‭fee‬ ‭of‬ ‭$5,‬ ‭and‬ ‭can‬ ‭work‬ ‭on‬ ‭their‬ ‭own‬ ‭watercolor‬

‭projects or follow along with the instructor.‬

‭Watercolor‬‭Workshops‬‭are‬‭offered‬‭at‬‭the‬‭Center‬

‭for‬ ‭Healthy‬‭Generations‬‭in‬‭Yucca‬‭Valley‬‭most‬‭Friday‬

‭mornings,‬ ‭9-11am.‬ ‭Participants‬ ‭bring‬ ‭their‬ ‭own‬

‭materials,‬‭pay‬‭a‬‭fee‬‭of‬‭$7,‬‭and‬‭can‬‭work‬‭on‬‭their‬‭own‬

‭watercolor‬ ‭projects‬ ‭or‬ ‭follow‬ ‭along‬ ‭with‬ ‭the‬
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‭instructor.‬ ‭Visit‬ ‭instagram‬ ‭@watercolor.yv‬‭or‬‭contact‬

‭Raini to confirm workshop days.‬

‭Plein‬ ‭Air‬ ‭meetups‬‭,‬ ‭organized‬ ‭by‬ ‭Krista‬ ‭Wargo,‬

‭happen‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬ ‭desert‬ ‭almost‬ ‭every‬ ‭month‬ ‭and‬ ‭are‬

‭listed‬ ‭on‬ ‭the‬ ‭Chaparral‬ ‭calendar‬ ‭once‬ ‭confirmed.‬

‭Participants‬ ‭bring‬ ‭their‬ ‭own‬ ‭art‬ ‭supplies,‬ ‭prepare‬‭for‬

‭weather‬ ‭changes,‬ ‭and‬ ‭bring‬ ‭enough‬ ‭food‬ ‭and‬ ‭water‬

‭for‬ ‭painting‬ ‭outdoors.‬ ‭Locations‬ ‭chosen‬ ‭by‬ ‭Krista‬

‭have‬ ‭basic‬ ‭amenities‬ ‭like‬ ‭restrooms,‬ ‭but‬‭you‬‭need‬‭to‬

‭bring everything else you need.‬

‭Contact‬ ‭Krista‬ ‭directly‬ ‭if‬ ‭you‬ ‭plan‬ ‭to‬ ‭attend,‬ ‭so‬

‭she knows to expect you.‬

‭Entertainment‬

‭Concerts‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬ ‭Park‬ ‭-‬ ‭we‬ ‭are‬ ‭lucky‬ ‭to‬ ‭have‬ ‭a‬

‭physically‬ ‭creative‬ ‭opportunity‬ ‭to‬ ‭dance,‬ ‭at‬ ‭least‬ ‭a‬

‭little‬ ‭bit,‬ ‭to‬ ‭the‬ ‭music‬ ‭arranged‬ ‭by‬ ‭Yucca‬ ‭Valley‬

‭during‬ ‭the‬ ‭summer.‬ ‭Carve‬ ‭out‬ ‭some‬ ‭time‬ ‭to‬ ‭spend‬

‭Saturday‬ ‭evenings‬ ‭through‬ ‭July‬ ‭at‬ ‭the‬ ‭community‬

‭park.‬ ‭This‬ ‭is‬ ‭a‬ ‭fun‬‭family‬‭friendly‬‭event‬‭and‬‭you‬‭are‬

‭sure‬ ‭to‬ ‭see‬ ‭a‬ ‭few‬ ‭Chaparral‬ ‭Artists‬ ‭grooving‬ ‭to‬ ‭the‬

‭tunes.‬

‭Chaparral Collage‬

‭Channel Your Inner Bob Ross‬
‭Written by Raini Armstrong‬

‭When‬ ‭you‬ ‭hear‬ ‭the‬ ‭name‬‭Bob‬‭Ross,‬‭it’s‬‭hard‬‭not‬

‭to‬ ‭picture‬ ‭his‬ ‭iconic‬ ‭afro,‬ ‭bushy‬ ‭beard,‬ ‭and‬ ‭warm,‬

‭gentle‬ ‭smile.‬ ‭The‬ ‭beloved‬ ‭artist‬ ‭made‬ ‭painting‬

‭accessible‬‭to‬‭all,‬‭reminding‬‭us‬‭that‬‭art‬‭isn’t‬‭just‬‭about‬

‭technique—it’s‬ ‭about‬ ‭joy,‬ ‭freedom,‬ ‭and‬ ‭embracing‬

‭the‬ ‭beauty‬ ‭around‬ ‭us.‬ ‭Channeling‬ ‭your‬ ‭inner‬ ‭Bob‬

‭Ross,‬ ‭even‬ ‭just‬ ‭once‬ ‭a‬ ‭year,‬ ‭can‬ ‭be‬ ‭a‬‭transformative‬

‭creative‬ ‭exercise.‬ ‭So‬ ‭how‬ ‭do‬ ‭you‬ ‭do‬ ‭it?‬ ‭You‬ ‭stay‬

‭open,‬ ‭positive,‬ ‭and‬ ‭adventurous‬ ‭with‬ ‭every‬

‭brushstroke.‬

‭Bob‬‭Ross‬‭often‬‭said,‬‭“Look‬‭around.‬‭Look‬‭at‬‭what‬

‭we‬ ‭have.‬ ‭Beauty‬ ‭is‬ ‭everywhere—you‬ ‭only‬ ‭have‬ ‭to‬

‭look‬ ‭to‬ ‭see‬ ‭it.”‬ ‭This‬ ‭is‬ ‭your‬ ‭invitation‬ ‭to‬‭slow‬‭down‬

‭and‬‭truly‬‭observe‬‭the‬‭world‬‭around‬‭you.‬‭Ross’s‬‭words‬

‭remind‬ ‭us‬ ‭that‬ ‭the‬ ‭creative‬ ‭process‬ ‭is‬ ‭not‬ ‭about‬

‭perfection;‬ ‭it’s‬ ‭about‬ ‭discovery,‬‭play,‬‭and‬‭finding‬‭joy‬

‭in the unexpected.‬

‭“You‬ ‭can‬ ‭do‬ ‭anything‬ ‭you‬ ‭want.‬ ‭This‬ ‭is‬ ‭your‬

‭world,”‬ ‭he‬ ‭would‬ ‭say,‬ ‭and‬ ‭it‬ ‭was‬ ‭this‬ ‭spirit‬ ‭of‬

‭boundless‬ ‭creativity‬ ‭that‬ ‭made‬ ‭his‬ ‭art‬ ‭so‬ ‭inviting.‬

‭Ross‬ ‭believed‬ ‭there‬ ‭were‬ ‭no‬ ‭mistakes,‬ ‭just‬ ‭“happy‬

‭accidents.”‬ ‭He‬ ‭encouraged‬ ‭us‬ ‭to‬ ‭turn‬ ‭life’s‬ ‭stumbles‬

‭into‬ ‭something‬ ‭beautiful,‬ ‭saying‬ ‭things‬ ‭like,‬ ‭“Ever‬

‭make‬ ‭mistakes‬ ‭in‬ ‭life?‬ ‭Let’s‬ ‭make‬‭them‬‭birds.‬‭Yeah,‬

‭they’re birds now.”‬

‭Bob‬ ‭Ross‬ ‭had‬ ‭his‬ ‭own‬ ‭struggles,‬ ‭but‬ ‭when‬ ‭he‬

‭painted,‬ ‭he‬ ‭let‬ ‭his‬ ‭brush‬ ‭lead‬ ‭him‬ ‭into‬ ‭a‬ ‭world‬ ‭of‬

‭peace‬ ‭and‬ ‭imagination.‬ ‭He‬ ‭made‬ ‭it‬ ‭look‬ ‭effortless,‬

‭showing‬‭that‬‭creating‬‭scenes‬‭on‬‭canvas‬‭was‬‭as‬‭simple‬

‭as‬‭trusting‬‭the‬‭process‬‭and‬‭staying‬‭open‬‭to‬‭possibility.‬

‭Even‬ ‭when‬ ‭he‬ ‭would‬ ‭swipe‬ ‭a‬ ‭bold‬ ‭stroke‬ ‭of‬ ‭dark‬

‭pigment‬ ‭across‬ ‭a‬ ‭serene‬ ‭landscape,‬ ‭our‬ ‭jaws‬ ‭would‬

‭drop—and‬ ‭yet,‬ ‭that‬ ‭bold‬ ‭move‬ ‭would‬ ‭always‬

‭transform‬ ‭into‬ ‭a‬ ‭story‬ ‭full‬ ‭of‬ ‭life,‬ ‭happiness,‬ ‭and‬

‭wonder.‬

‭The‬‭next‬‭time‬‭you‬‭find‬‭yourself‬‭hesitating‬‭to‬‭start‬

‭a‬ ‭painting,‬ ‭remember‬ ‭Bob‬ ‭Ross’s‬ ‭approach:‬ ‭just‬

‭begin.‬ ‭Pick‬ ‭up‬ ‭a‬ ‭large‬ ‭brush,‬‭make‬‭bold‬‭strokes,‬‭and‬

‭speak‬ ‭kindly‬ ‭to‬ ‭yourself.‬ ‭Let‬ ‭your‬ ‭art‬ ‭be‬ ‭a‬ ‭space‬ ‭of‬

‭joy,‬ ‭a‬‭moment‬‭of‬‭calm‬‭amidst‬‭the‬‭chaos‬‭of‬‭daily‬‭life.‬
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‭As‬ ‭Ross‬ ‭would‬ ‭say,‬ ‭“Let’s‬ ‭build‬ ‭a‬‭happy‬‭little‬‭cloud‬

‭here,”‬ ‭or‬ ‭“Maybe‬ ‭there’s‬ ‭a‬ ‭little‬ ‭tree‬ ‭that‬ ‭lives‬ ‭right‬

‭here.”‬ ‭Let‬ ‭his‬ ‭words‬ ‭inspire‬ ‭you‬ ‭to‬ ‭paint‬ ‭with‬ ‭a‬

‭carefree‬ ‭spirit,‬ ‭where‬ ‭every‬ ‭stroke‬ ‭is‬ ‭a‬ ‭step‬ ‭toward‬

‭something wonderful.‬

‭So‬ ‭go‬ ‭ahead,‬ ‭pick‬ ‭up‬ ‭that‬ ‭brush,‬ ‭and‬‭create‬‭your‬

‭own‬ ‭little‬ ‭world.‬ ‭After‬ ‭all,‬ ‭you‬ ‭can‬ ‭do‬ ‭anything‬‭you‬

‭want—this is your canvas.‬

‭Ongoing Invitation to Share!‬

‭Members‬ ‭and‬ ‭friends‬ ‭of‬ ‭Chaparral‬ ‭Artists,‬ ‭it‬ ‭is‬

‭never‬‭too‬‭late‬‭to‬‭share‬‭your‬‭artistic‬‭accomplishments,‬

‭stories,‬ ‭poetry,‬ ‭art‬ ‭snapshots,‬ ‭or‬ ‭art‬ ‭advice‬ ‭that‬ ‭you‬

‭have‬‭learned‬‭or‬‭devised‬‭along‬‭the‬‭way.‬‭Like‬‭the‬‭above‬

‭piece,‬ ‭please‬ ‭offer‬ ‭your‬ ‭insights‬ ‭to‬ ‭better‬ ‭aid‬ ‭your‬

‭fellow‬ ‭colleagues.‬ ‭Your‬ ‭voice‬ ‭belongs‬ ‭in‬ ‭this‬

‭newsletter!‬ ‭Your‬ ‭submission‬ ‭will‬ ‭be‬ ‭read‬ ‭and‬

‭formatted‬‭to‬‭fit‬‭into‬‭the‬‭newsletter‬‭just‬‭like‬‭the‬‭article‬

‭above.‬ ‭You‬ ‭will‬ ‭be‬ ‭credited.‬ ‭Please,‬ ‭even‬ ‭if‬ ‭it‬ ‭is‬ ‭the‬

‭shortest‬‭of‬‭advice,‬‭the‬‭briefest‬‭of‬‭updates,‬‭we‬‭want‬‭to‬

‭know about it.‬

‭Please‬ ‭share‬ ‭art-related‬ ‭information‬ ‭by‬ ‭sending‬

‭your‬ ‭thoughts‬ ‭to‬ ‭ChaparralArtists@gmail.com‬‭.‬ ‭For‬

‭anyone‬ ‭that‬ ‭cannot‬ ‭access‬ ‭the‬ ‭internet,‬ ‭call‬ ‭Raini‬

‭Armstrong‬ ‭at‬ ‭760-383-3005‬ ‭to‬ ‭arrange‬ ‭the‬

‭conveyance‬ ‭of‬ ‭your‬ ‭submission‬ ‭via‬ ‭phone‬ ‭or‬ ‭in‬

‭person.‬

‭Events Calendar‬

‭July 11 & 12‬
‭Chaparral Artists - Floral Explosion‬

‭Themed members only exhibit‬
‭Drop-off Day 1‬

‭July 11 at 4:30-6pm‬
‭Drop-off Day 2‬

‭July 12 at 12:30-2pm‬
‭Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway‬

‭July 20‬
‭Chaparral Artists - Soft Opening, 3-5pm‬

‭Held during the 3rd Saturday Yucca Valley Art Walk‬
‭Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway‬

‭July - August‬
‭Chaparral Featured Artist - Group Show‬

‭TRANSFORMATIONS‬
‭Center for Healthy Generations‬

‭57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley‬

‭July - August‬
‭Chaparral Featured Artists - Group Show‬

‭Desert Hills Presbyterian Church‬
‭56750 Mountain View Trail, Yucca Valley‬
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