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Editor’s Note

Quick reminder: if you receive emails from us,
check your spam folder for messages from Chaparral
Artists. Even if you think you're clear, important
emails can end up there. Mark
Chaparral Artists@gmail.com as trusted or ‘not spam’

to stay updated.

Presidents Palette

Greetings, beautiful and handsome souls! I hope
you have been having a wonderful summer! We are

back in action for the fall.

Please join us at the Center for Healthy
Generations on Monday, September 9, 2024, from 1-3
p.m. We have some special events coming up,
including a Paint and Sip, as noted in the newsletter
by Raini. Many of our artists are creating and
showing, so let's support and celebrate!

Before my role as president is up, it is my goal to
ensure that the next members who step forward and
volunteer their skills have meetings with us to
facilitate a smooth transition in the new year. Please
think about how you can contribute to the continued
success of this amazing group!

Also, 1 still need stories and photos about
Chaparral to finalize and submit an article to the
community at large. Please bring any pictures or notes
you’d like me to consider using to our meeting on

September 9.

At a Glance Chaparral Reminders

General Meeting
Center for Healthy Generations
Monday, September 9 (1pm)

Assemblage, Collage, Digital Art Intake
Rainbow Stew
Thursday, September 12 (4:30-6pm)
Friday, September 13 (12:30-2:30pm)

Soft Reception & Quarterly Meeting
Rainbow Stew
Saturday, September 21 (3-5pm)

Paint & Sip - Yucca Valley Community Center
Monday, September 23 (6pm)
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For that meeting, feel free to bring a piece of art
you are working on, no matter the stage. The process
and journey are what matter, and it will inspire others!

We will be in creation mode as we prepare for our
yearly fundraiser at Gubler’s Orchid Festival.

I look forward to seeing you all!

General Meetings

Summer break is over, and our next regular
meeting is coming up on September 9th (1pm) at the
Center for Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley. We
meet every second Monday at this time and place.

Get ready for some fun and creativity! We’ll be

diving into painting and drawing on yucca wood—so
prepare to get your hands a bit dirty. This special
desert wood, donated years ago, will be transformed
into unique art pieces for our fundraising events.

Join us on September 9th for a hands-on session
where you can explore different mediums like
Watercolor, Acrylic, Ink, Pastel, and Crayon, or skip
the introduction and make your mark on this unique
wood. Let’s make some art together!

Remember to bring your finished cover art for the
Summer Project! We handed out yucca wood pieces,
about the size of a 5x7 notebook, during the June
meeting and intake at Rainbow Stew. Members were
encouraged to get creative with any theme, style, or
color palette. We've already gathered paper and
leather strings for binding the books, and we’ll apply
a protective finish to your covers and assemble the
books after the meeting. We can't wait to see your

creations!

Bring in something you’re creating—no matter

what stage it’s in—and share it with the group! Seeing
art in progress is always inspiring.

Bring in any stories and photos of Chaparral that

you’ve collected! We’re aiming to feature an exciting
and informative piece in a magazine about our

organization to generate buzz and attract attention.

Board Meetings

Our Board meetings are held on the same day as
our general meetings to keep things simple. Our next
Board meeting will be on September 9 at 11:30 AM,
also held at the Center for Healthy Generations.
Remember that members are invited to join these

meetings.

Group Outings

As noted in a previous newsletter, the fall
schedule across our amazing Morongo Basin is alive
with artistic events and celebrations, with travel and
gallery openings. Therefore, we are keeping it local
with our September outing - in fact, we are delving
into a creative endeavor with a paint-and-sip event
led by Krista Wargo. We hope you will join us at the
Yucca Valley Community Center, Ocotillo room, on
Monday, September 23rd. We booked the room from
6pm-8pm and we cannot wait to spend time with
everyone as we work with gouache!!!

Remember to share your trip recommendations
and requests. The rest of the year and into the next is

open to suggestions! Chaparral Artists@gmail.com
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Gallery Displays

Previous Exhibit - “Portraits”

In August, we were pleased to hang the theme of
Portraits at Rainbow Stew in Yucca Valley. The
exhibit showcased twenty-six (26) entries from
fourteen (14) creators, and we were thrilled to see not
only amazing animal portraits but also some beautiful
human-portraits! We then enjoyed a truly wonderful
reception on August 17th, where we delighted in the
company and conversation of visitors, shared updates,
took a few fun group shots and listened to Julianne
Miller-Boyer’s husband play the flute. Thank you for

such lovely sounds!

Next Exhibit - “Assemblage, Collage, Digital Art”

We dedicate September to our members' themed
exhibit of three art forms—Assemblage, Collage, and
Digital Art—at Rainbow Stew. These three art forms
are unique yet similar in the way disparate materials
are collected and woven together. The original
materials may still be apparent but take on a new
reality once merged. Digital Art, especially
Al-generated works, can also follow this logic
because, as the creator, you are weaving emotional
words, explanations, and sometimes your own
sketches, which are then processed together to form a
new image. So finish up those beauties and share
them with us!

Intake will be at Rainbow Stew on Thursday,
September 12 from 4:30-6pm and Friday, September
13 from 12:30-2pm. The reception will be September

21 from 3-5pm. Remember, these member exhibits

“Portraits” rception atnd group photo
are free and offer a chance to share your creations
with the public.

We will also have our 3rd and possibly last
quarterly meeting of the year during the reception,
since December will be so full of events for everyone.

Information about upcoming shows should be
available on the Chaparral Artists website by
navigating to Publications, then Exhibits, and locating
the show paperwork that you are interested in. Be
sure to check in regularly for updates and if you
notice something missing, reach out to an officer to

notify us of the absence.

Artists of the Month

We feature Chaparral members at both the Desert
Hills Presbyterian Church in Yucca Valley AND the
Center for Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley. We
do not control when these venues open, so calling in
advance to a visit is recommended.

During the month of September we feature
Jennifer Grandi at the Desert Hills Presbyterian
Church in Yucca Valley. Her ability to shift from a
soft touch to bold color with pastels will always
impress me. She has a perfect selection of originals
and prints, sure to fit the needs of a person looking for

something special.
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Nancy Miehle will be sharing her art at the Center
for Healthy Generations during the rest of September
demonstrating her gorgeous collection of scenes and
mediums. Desert, flowers, animals, portraits? Let’s
find out together!

If YOU are interested in sharing your work at
these locations, contact Jennifer Grandi for the
Presbyterian Church and Raini Armstrong for the

Center for Healthy Generations.

Creative Opportunities

Workshops and Paint-outs

There are numerous chances to make art in the
Morongo Basin, whether by enjoying solitude, joining
plein air sessions and writing opportunities, or
participating in group projects, creative workshops,
photography trips, and writers' groups.

Mil-Tree Writers Group meets Monday
evenings, online via Zoom, 7-9pm. This writing
group welcomes individuals of all writing levels and
fosters a relaxed and friendly environment. The
primary expectation is that members are open to
providing feedback on their peers' writing, but all are
encouraged to share their own written work as well.

Interested in joining? Contact info@mil-tree.org and

ask questions OR signup.

Open Studio Art Workshops are offered at the
Yucca Valley Community Center on Thursday
mornings, 9-11:30am. Participants bring their own
materials, pay a fee of $3, and are free to work on
whatever they are interested in.

Watercolor Workshops are offered at the Yucca

Valley Community Center most Thursday afternoons,

1-3pm. Participants bring their own materials, pay a
fee of $5, and can work on their own watercolor
projects or follow along with the instructor.
Watercolor Workshops are offered at the Center
for Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley most Friday
mornings, 9-1lam. Participants bring their own
materials, pay a fee of $7, and can work on their own
watercolor projects or

follow along with the
instructor.  Visit instagram  (@watercoloryv  or
Facebook by searching for watercolor.yv or contact
Raini to confirm workshop days.

Plein Air meetups, organized by Krista Wargo,
happen in the desert almost every month and are
listed on the Chaparral calendar once confirmed.
Participants bring their own art supplies, prepare for
weather changes, and bring enough food and water
for painting outdoors. Locations chosen by Krista
have basic amenities like restrooms, but you need to
bring everything else you need.

Contact Krista directly if you plan to attend, so

she knows to expect you.

Chaparral Collage

World Cyanotype Day

Get ready to celebrate World Cyanotype Day on
Saturday, September 28, from 11 AM to 2:30 PM in
the parking lot of The Green Roadrunner, a
refillable/zero waste store in Yucca Valley, located
across from US Bank and Chipotle and next to
This-N-That Thrift Store. Look for the silver mobile

art studio van—it’s hard to miss!
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Come create beautiful sun-prints and unleash your
creativity with this fun and easy process. A $10
donation is suggested, and supplies are limited, so be
sure to arrive early! All proceeds will be shared with
The Green Roadrunner to support their sustainable
business efforts. Don’t miss out on this fantastic
opportunity to make art, support a great cause, and
learn about the art of Cyanotype!

This creative process is celebrated world-wide
during September, but local access to this celebration
is brought to you by Mojave Light Studio | Contact
Diana Shay Diehl at 4diana.shay@gmail.com for

more info.

Online Workshops - Fun and Challenging

Written by Raini Armstrong

The world has certainly changed, offering access
to more information than we can comprehend.
Personally, I’'m a fan of the increase of information,
despite its challenges, because I can access creative
workshops! While it can sometimes be challenging to
stay focused during virtual sessions, the convenience
of strengthening skills or learning new processes from
the comfort of your own home is hard to beat. I know
I'm not the only one with a packed schedule, and
there are many times when attending in-person
workshops just isn’t feasible—whether due to
location constraints or conflicting times that simply
don’t fit into my day.

This summer, I attended several workshops: two
for work—programming refreshers and data building
practices—and two watercolor classes. I would never

have been able to participate in these under normal

circumstances because they were held in different

states and often overlapped, creating scheduling
conflicts. Online learning made it possible to access
these valuable resources despite those barriers, and at
far less the cost.
[ recognize that online workshops aren’t
accessible to everyone, but for those who are unsure
about them, I encourage you to give one or two a try.
With a little effort, online learning might offer a new

world of discovery for you.

Ongoing Invitation to Share!

Members and friends of Chaparral Artists, it is
never too late to share your artistic accomplishments,
stories, poetry, art snapshots, or art advice that you
have learned or devised along the way. Like the above
piece, please offer your insights to better aid your
in this

fellow colleagues. Your voice belongs

newsletter! Your submission will be read and
formatted to fit into the newsletter just like the article
above. You will be credited. Please, even if it is the
shortest of advice, the briefest of updates, we want to
know about it.

Please share art-related information by sending
your thoughts to Chaparral Artists@gmail.com. For

anyone that cannot access the internet, call Raini

Armstrong at 760-383-3005 to arrange the
conveyance of your submission via phone or in

person.

y .
Raini Armstrong in front of her TRANSFORMATION
group summer show entries - July 2024
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Events Calendar

September 7
Celebration of Life - David Clements (2pm)

We lost Chaparral member, David Clements, husband

to member Kim Karels Clements this summer,
excellent photographer, jokester, wonderful man. He

is missed! A celebration of life will be held on

Saturday at 2pm
Desert Hills Presbyterian Church
56750 Mountain View Trail, Yucca Valley

September 7
Glass Outhouse Reception &
CELEBRATION OF LIFE (5-9pm)

The community lost Laurel, heart of the Glass
Outhouse, this summer and she is missed dearly. A
celebration of life will be held during the opening
reception on Saturday
77575 29 Palms Hwy, Twentynine Palms

September 9
Chaparral Artists - General Meeting, 1-3pm
Center for Healthy Generations
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

September 9
TRANSFORMATIONS group show outtake
Take your piece home with you, but please leave up
for a portion of the meeting, so that others can enjoy
your submissions one last time.
Center for Healthy Generations
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

September 12 & 13
Chaparral Artists - Assemblage, Collage, Digital Art
Themed members only exhibit

Drop-off Day 1

September 12 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2

September 13 at 12:30-2pm

Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

September 15
Deadline to submit entries
Joshua Tree National Park Online
12th annual art contest

September 21
Chaparral Artists - Soft Opening, 3-5pm
AND the 3rd Quarterly meeting of the year!
Held during the 3rd Saturday Yucca Valley Art Walk
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

September 21
Yucca Valley Old Town & Pioneertown Art Walk
Yucca Valley and Pioneertown!

September 28
World Cyanotype Day
Alternative Photography event held around the world
to celebrate solar printing, 11am-2:30pm
Local event held at theGreen Roadrunner
57533 29 Palms Hwy #2, Yucca Valley

September
Chaparral Featured Artist - Nancy Miehle
Center for Healthy Generations
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

September
Chaparral Featured Artist - Jennifer Grandi
Desert Hills Presbyterian Church
56750 Mountain View Trail, Yucca Valley

October 5 & 6
Gubler’s Orchid Festival

Chaparral will be in the back where classes are held!
2200 Belfield Blvd, Landers

October 12
Glass Outhouse Craft Fair
Be sure to sign up fast if you want to get a space
77575 29 Palms Hwy, Twentynine Palms

November 30
29 Palms Art Gallery, Holiday Art Market
Be sure to sign up fast if you want to get a space
74055 Cottonwood Dr, Twentynine Palms
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