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Editor’s Note

Your editor was living her traveling vibe in
Hawaii recently. I enjoyed the trip but I am so happy
to be back in the happy embrace of the Mojave
desert! Because of the travel and the winding down
and reworking of my brain to the amazingingly busy
October art calendar, everything - newsletter and

website updates are late!

A repeatable quick reminder: if you receive
emails from us, check your spam folder for messages
from Chaparral Artists. Even if you think you're clear,
important emails can end up there. Mark
Chaparral Artists@gmail.com as trusted or ‘not spam’

to stay updated.

General Meetings

The September meeting was held on the 9th at the
Center for Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley,
where we regularly meet every second Monday.
Attendees enjoyed a fun, hands-on session of painting
and drawing on yucca wood, donated years ago, to
create unique art pieces for upcoming fundraising
events. Members explored various mediums such as
Watercolor, Acrylic, Ink, Pastel, and Crayon, making
their mark on this special desert wood. Interestingly,
Crayon works nicely on the Yucca wood and it allows
layering of Crayon allowing dark streaks of vibrant
color. A very gentle application of heat from a hair
dryer gently melts the color into the fibrous wood.
Acrylic works very well on this wood but slightly
melted Crayon might be my new favorite!

Participants also brought their finished cover art
that we coined as our Summer Project, using the
larger yucca wood pieces distributed at the beginning
of summer. It was inspiring to see art production in
progress at the meeting and to share stories and

photos of Chaparral. We are also excited to feature an
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informative piece in a magazine to highlight our
organization and generate buzz! So make sure to
contact us if you have any stories or information to

share for this

Our NEXT regular meeting on October 14 (1pm)
at AquaFit (Center for Healthy Generations) in Yucca
Valley. We will provide tea and light snacks and if

you feel like it, bring a little something to share.

Board Meetings

Our Board meetings are held on the same day as
our general meetings to keep things simple. Our next
Board meeting will be on October 14 at 11:30 AM,
also held at the Center for Healthy Generations.
Remember that members are invited to join these

meetings.

Group Outings

Last month, instead of a group outing, we stayed
local and organized a Paint & Sip event on September
23, 2024. Fifteen participants signed up for the
gathering, which was held in the Ocotillo Room at the
Yucca Valley Community Center. We had capped the
event at 20 participants. Although we’ve hosted
painting events in the past, this was the first in some
time to include both members and non-members.
Previously, these paint parties were casual gatherings
held in someone's home with minimal guidance.
However, this event offered full instruction and
demonstration in a public venue. Krista Wargo was
our instructor, and the event was a fun experiment!

We were thrilled to welcome six non-members,

largely thanks to word-of-mouth promotion, a few
Instagram/Facebook announcements, and 4x6 printed
flyers placed at various public spots.

While we didn’t make a profit on this event
(which is  typical for  non-profits), the
expenses—about $200—were reasonable given the
need to rent a venue for 20 people, provide drinks and
snacks, and purchase painting supplies (including
brushes that participants could take home, 8x10
watercolor paper, and enough gouache paint for
proper layering). We feel this was a worthwhile
marketing investment that aligns with our
organization's mission to offer opportunities for
artistic collaboration and instruction, not only to our
members but to the broader community.

There was strong interest in holding another Paint
& Sip in the future. Please share your thoughts and
recommendations at the next meeting or via email.

Remember to share your trip recommendations

and requests. The rest of the year and into the next is

open to suggestions! Chaparral Artists@gmail.com

Gallery Displays

Next Exhibit - “A Celebration of Women”

This October, we proudly present our members'
themed exhibit, "A Celebration of Women," at
Rainbow Stew! It's time to recognize the incredible
women who have touched our lives—Ieaders,
nurturers, protectors, creatives, and those who
embody it all. We invite you to honor women by
sharing your art that captures their essence - maybe
that is an abstract view of what ‘woman’ means to

you, and maybe it comes out as photographic
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representations or paintings of women creating,
working, or dancing. Let’s fill the walls of Rainbow
Stew with the many vibrant expressions of women.

Intake will be at Rainbow Stew on Thursday,
October 17 from 4:30-6pm and Friday, October 18
from 12:30-2pm. The reception will be October 19
from 3-5pm. Remember, these member exhibits are
free and offer a chance to share your creations with
the public.

Information about upcoming shows should be
available on the Chaparral Artists website by
navigating to Publications, then Exhibits, and locating
the show paperwork that you are interested in. Be
sure to check in regularly for updates and if you
notice something missing, reach out to an officer to

notify us of the absence.

Artists of the Month

We feature Chaparral members at both the Desert
Hills Presbyterian Church in Yucca Valley AND the
Center for Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley. We
do not control when these venues open, so calling in
advance to a visit is recommended.

During the month of October we feature Raini
Armstrong at the Desert Hills Presbyterian Church in
Yucca Valley. Raini is sharing a selection of night sky
watercolors on two walls and flowers on the third
wall.

On display now and into November, Meilani
MacDonald is sharing her art at AquaFit (Center for
Healthy Meilani s

Generations). sharing

photography, mixed media, digital art and virtual

photography. She is open to mediums as well as
moods and she presents them creatively in her art!

If YOU are interested in sharing your work at
these locations, contact Jennifer Grandi for the
Presbyterian Church and Raini Armstrong for the

Center for Healthy Generations.

Creative Opportunities

Workshops and Paint-outs

There are numerous chances to make art in the
Morongo Basin, whether by enjoying solitude, joining
plein air sessions and writing opportunities, or
participating in group projects, creative workshops,
photography trips, and writers' groups.

Mil-Tree Writers Group meets Monday
evenings, online via Zoom, 7-9pm. This writing
group welcomes individuals of all writing levels and
fosters a relaxed and friendly environment. The
primary expectation is that members are open to
providing feedback on their peers' writing, but all are
encouraged to share their own written work as well.

Interested in joining? Contact info@mil-tree.org and

ask questions OR signup.

Open Studio Art Workshops are offered at the
Yucca Valley Community Center on Thursday
mornings, 9-11:30am. Participants bring their own
materials, pay a fee of $3, and are free to work on
whatever they are interested in.

Watercolor Workshops are offered at the Yucca
Valley Community Center most Thursday afternoons,
1-3pm. Participants bring their own materials, pay a
fee of $5, and can work on their own watercolor

projects or follow along with the instructor.
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Watercolor Workshops are offered at the Center
for Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley most Friday
mornings, 9-1lam. Participants bring their own
materials, pay a fee of $7, and can work on their own
watercolor projects or follow along with the

instructor.  Visit instagram  (@watercolor.yv  or
Facebook by searching for watercolor.yv or contact
Raini to confirm workshop days.

Plein Air meetups, organized by Krista Wargo,
happen in the desert almost every month and are
listed on the Chaparral calendar once confirmed.
Participants bring their own art supplies, prepare for
weather changes, and bring enough food and water
for painting outdoors. Locations chosen by Krista
have basic amenities like restrooms, but you need to
bring everything else you need.

Contact Krista directly if you plan to attend, so

she knows to expect you.

Chaparral Collage

October’s Creative Maze

October is always a whirlwind of activity here in
our beautiful Morongo Basin and beyond. The month
is wonderfully wacky, with every weekend packed
full of events, gatherings, and art receptions. It’s safe
to say that everyone’s calendars are bursting at the
seams! Navigating it all can feel like quite the
juggling act, with so many activities to attend.

With so much happening, I want to remind
everyone to take extra care on the roads and give
yourself a moment to sit back, breathe, and truly
enjoy whichever events you make it out to. I can

hardly believe we’ve already blown through the

second weekend of the October Hwy 62 Art Tours,
leaving just one more opportunity to visit the tour
stops you may have missed.

Be sure to stop by and support some of our
talented Chaparral members who are participating on
this year’s tours:

Julianne Koza at Studio 84, Yucca Valley

Ed Keesling at Studio 89, Yucca Valley

Jen Shakti at Studio 114, Yucca Valley

Tami Roleff at Studio 116, Yucca Valley

Sharon Davis at Studio 129, Yucca Valley

And don’t forget, you can catch a few more of us
at Rainbow Stew's FallFest Artist Fair on Saturday,
the 19th! It’s one of the final chances to soak up this
October artFULLness, so we hope to see you there.

A Guild in the Broadest Sense
Written by Raini Armstrong
Last year, we were asked whether Chaparral
Artists could be considered a guild. In the May 2023
issue of the Chaparral Sketch, I explained that, while
the broadest definition of a guild—"an organization of
individuals who share common interests"—might
seem to fit, I did not consider Chaparral a guild due to
the historical context of how and why guilds were
originally formed. Guilds were associations of
craftsmen or merchants that protected their members'
interests, maintained quality standards, and ensured
ethical practices, leading to stable prices and reliable
services.
Our group consists of a diverse range of artists
from the desert region, some creating to alleviate
stress or share moments with loved ones, while others

seek a supportive community and guidance in
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developing their artistic businesses. We hope that
Chaparral Artists plays a positive role in your creative
journey, and we always welcome your thoughts on
how we can better serve you. However, we remain
committed to being a casual, friendly, and
approachable organization, serving as a supportive
step in your creative journey and in no serious way do
we wish to enforce standards.

I bring up this notion again because we recently
discussed the qualities that define us as a community
of creators and supporters. While some elements of
the traditional guild definition resonate with our
values, we don't fully align with the technical and
regulatory aspects of a guild. Throughout my time
with Chaparral, I've heard wonderful stories of past
members, and I’ve always known Chaparral as a
nurturing entity. We might serve as a stepping stone to
larger galleries, provide camaraderie on trips that
wouldn’t be possible alone, or offer encouragement
and advice as we navigate our creative paths. For
many, we extend a welcoming hand into the world of
creativity, whether for newcomers or those returning
after time away.

Our goal is to nurture creativity, self-expression,
and experimentation—whether by making art
together, experiencing art together, or simply enjoying
each other’s company. We aim to support members’
business aspirations through recommendations and
insights, helping everyone elevate their presentation
skills and flourish as artists. Chaparral Artists is only
a guild in the broadest sense, more interested in

supporting each other by truly reveling in the creative

journeys we are each on.

Ongoing Invitation to Share!

Members and friends of Chaparral Artists, it is
never too late to share your artistic accomplishments,
stories, poetry, art snapshots, or art advice that you
have learned or devised along the way. Like the above
piece, please offer your insights to better aid your
in this

fellow colleagues. Your voice belongs

newsletter! Your submission will be read and
formatted to fit into the newsletter just like the article
above. You will be credited. Please, even if it is the
shortest of advice, the briefest of updates, we want to
know about it.

Please share art-related information by sending
your thoughts to ChaparralArtists@gmail.com. For

anyone that cannot access the internet, call Raini

Armstrong at 760-383-3005 to arrange the

conveyance of your submission via phone or in

person.

Events Calendar

October 5 & 6
Gubler’s Orchid Festival

Chaparral will be in the back where classes are held!
2200 Belfield Blvd, Landers

October 12

Glass Outhouse Craft Fair, 9-2pm
77575 29 Palms Hwy, Twentynine Palms

October 12

Pioneertown Flea Market and Craft Fair
77575 29 Palms Hwy, Twentynine Palms

October 14
Chaparral Artists - General Meeting, 1-3pm
AquaFit (Center for Healthy Generations)
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley
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October 17 & 18

Chaparral Artists - “A Celebration of Women”
Themed members only exhibit
Drop-off Day 1
October 17 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2
October 18 at 12:30-2pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

October 19
Fallfest Artists Fair
Chaparral Artists will have a booth and you are invited to
show some of your works - smaller items always sell the
best, we will have wall space and a little table space
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

October 19
Chaparral Artists - Soft Opening, 3-5pm
Held during the 3rd Saturday Yucca Valley Art Walk
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

October
Chaparral Featured Artist - Meilani MacDonald
AquaFit (Center for Healthy Generations)
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

October
Chaparral Featured Artist - Raini Armstrong
Desert Hills Presbyterian Church
56750 Mountain View Trail, Yucca Valley

November 30
29 Palms Art Gallery, Holiday Art Market
Be sure to sign up fast if you want to get a space
74055 Cottonwood Dr, Twentynine Palms
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