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General Meetings

The October meeting was held on the 14th at
AquaFit in Yucca Valley, where we regularly meet
every second Monday. Twelve attended the meeting
where brief organization updates were provided. We
ended the meeting with an impromptu introduction of
Zentangle - a methodical drawing technique designed
to relieve stress by encouraging relaxation and focus
through the repetition of structured patterns.

The process of Zentangle can resonate with
people almost immediately, especially those seeking
an outlet for their busy hands. Much of the technique
involves repeating patterns as you draw. Creating
boundaries to fill in methodically gives the active part

of the mind something to focus on, while the artistic

side enjoys the lines and woven patterns taking shape.
However, the process can feel intimidating; thoughts
of perfection might surface, or questions of 'what
next' might disrupt your mood. All of this is natural.
The key is to let go and immerse yourself in the
patterns. While there is much more to Zentangle as a
meditative art form, for our impromptu introduction,
we learned three patterns and each did our best to let

go of expectations.

Our NEXT regular meeting on November 11
(1pm) at AquaFit in Yucca Valley. We typically
provide tea and light snacks and if you feel like it,
bring a little something to share. Remember that
EVERYONE has an open invitation to bring
something in for show-and-tell! This allows us to
enjoy each other’s creative processes and gives you a

chance to ask questions if you’re stuck on a design

concept or facing a color theory challenge.

At a Glance Chaparral Reminders

General Meeting
AquakFit (Center for Healthy Generations)
Monday, November 11 (1pm)

Judged Creative Art Show
Rainbow Stew
Thursday, November 14 (4:30-6pm) [Intake Day 1
Friday, November 15 (12:30-2:30pm) [Intake Day 2
Saturday, November 16 (3-5pm) Reception

Outing - Agua Caliente Cultural Center
Saturday, November 20 at 11am
advanced ticket purchase required
meet at Jack in the Box, 9am, to carpool/caravan
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Board Meetings

Our Board meetings are held on the same day as
our general meetings to keep things simple. Our next
Board meeting will be on November 11 at 11:30 AM,
also held at the Center for Healthy Generations.
Remember that members are invited to join these

meetings.

Group Outings

In October, we paused our outings to make room
for the whirlwind of events, receptions, and creative
opportunities. But this November, we’re back in
action! We’re planning an excursion to Palm Springs
to visit the Agua Caliente Cultural Center and
Museum on Wednesday, November 20th at 11am. Let
us know ASAP if you plan on attending. Tickets cost
$10 per adult (18+) or $5 per senior (65+) and each
person planning on going MUST purchase tickets
ahead of time, indicating a specific date and time, so
be sure to get 11/20/2024 at 1lam. Days and time
slots could easily sell out, and we want to make sure
to go as a group! Let’s act fast. Don’t miss this unique
chance to explore a landmark of Native history and
culture with us!

The Agua Caliente Cultural Plaza is located in
downtown Palm Springs—a new landmark honoring
the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians. Set on a
sacred 5.8-acre site, the plaza immerses visitors in
Native history and culture. The 48,000-square-foot
museum, inspired by the tribe’s iconic basket

weaving, displays ancient artifacts and Native art,

with a classroom and shop for Indigenous-made
goods.

“This is our story, in our own voice,” says tribal
chairman Reid Milanovich. More than a visit, it’s an
invitation to honor the land’s original people! If you
are interested in experiencing this cultural museum,
please contact us as soon as you can so that we can
reserve a time slot for our group and possibly get
group pricing.

Remember to share your trip recommendations

and requests. The rest of the year and into the next is

open to suggestions! Chaparral Artists@gmail.com

Gallerv Displayvs

Previous Exhibit “Assemblage, Collage, Digital Art”

In September, we shared the theme of
Assemblage, Collage, and Digital Art at Rainbow
Stew in Yucca Valley. The exhibit showcased
thirty-five (35) entries from twelve (12) creators, and
we were excited to see all of the unique material
mergings and learn of the phrases and verbal queues

matched together to mold the digital entries!

Previous Exhibit “Celebration of Women”

In October, we proudly presented the theme of “A
Celebration of Women” at Rainbow Stew in Yucca
Valley. This exhibit featured twenty-five (25) entries
from fifteen (15) talented creators, showcasing a
diverse array of artistic expressions that honored
women in unique ways. From vibrant abstractions to
intimate portraits,

the exhibit captured a wide

spectrum of emotions and reflections on womanhood.
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Submission conveyed representational and
symbolic esthetics, exploring concepts such as

strength, nurturing, motherhood, freedom, endurance,
and intuition. As you immerse yourself in the
artwork, words like drive, heart, and creativity may
come to mind, each piece resonating with the
multifaceted nature of women's experiences.

Don’t miss the chance to witness this powerful
tribute—be sure to swing by before the exhibit comes

down on November 14th!

Next Exhibit - Judged, OPEN, Creative Art

This November, we invite everyone to submit up
to five pieces of creative artwork for a judged exhibit.
We aim to feature three categories, typically Nature,
Manmade, and Creatures, but we reserve the right to
adjust these categories based on the focus of entries
received. For example, if a large number of
submissions center on a theme like Abstract, we may
replace one of the original categories accordingly.
Decisions on category adjustments will be made once
we see the entries submitted.

This exhibit is open to the public, and all are
welcome to submit two-dimensional works within a
maximum size of 20x24 inches. Submissions may
include new creations or past works, provided they
have not previously been awarded a prize in a
Chaparral judged exhibit. While we’ll do our best to
prevent re-entries of prize winners, we appreciate
your help in keeping the exhibit fresh for everyone!

Artwork intake will take place at Rainbow Stew
on Thursday, November 14, from 4:30 to 6:00 pm,
and Friday, November 15, from 12:30 to 2:00 pm.

Please don't wait until the last minute to deliver

your piece! The judge is often scheduled to arrive
around 2:00 pm, so all submissions must be entered,
labeled, and fees paid before then.

The reception will be held on Saturday, November
16, from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.

Information about upcoming shows should be
available on the Chaparral Artists website by
navigating to Publications, then Exhibits, and locating
the show paperwork that you are interested in. Be
sure to check in regularly for updates and if you

notice something missing, reach out to an officer to

notify us of the absence.

Artists of the Month

We feature Chaparral members at both the Desert
Hills Presbyterian Church in Yucca Valley AND the
Center for Healthy Generations in Yucca Valley. We
do not control when these venues open, so calling in
advance to a visit is recommended.

During the month of November we feature Tami
Roleff at the Desert Hills Presbyterian Church in
Yucca Valley. Tami is a share photographer that
captures brilliant night shots, local favorites like
desert wildlife, and wonderful regional captures that
are perfect to hang on anyone’s walls!

On display now and until November 10th,
Meilani MacDonald is sharing her art at AquaFit
(Center for Healthy Generations). Meilani is sharing
photography, mixed media, digital art and virtual
photography. She is open to mediums as well as
moods and she presents them creatively in her art!

Going up soon, Joan Scott will delight us with
her art at AquaFit. Be sure to stop by during the
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meeting or anytime after during the month to enjoy
her creative talent.

If YOU are interested in sharing your work at
these locations, contact Jennifer Grandi for the
Presbyterian Church and Raini Armstrong for the

Center for Healthy Generations.

Creative Opportunities

Workshops and Paint-outs

There are numerous chances to make art in the
Morongo Basin, whether by enjoying solitude, joining
plein air sessions and writing opportunities, or
participating in group projects, creative workshops,
photography trips, and writers' groups.

Mil-Tree Writers Group meets Monday
evenings, online via Zoom, 7-9pm. This writing
group welcomes individuals of all writing levels and
fosters a relaxed and friendly environment. The
primary expectation is that members are open to
providing feedback on their peers' writing, but all are
encouraged to share their own written work as well.

Interested in joining? Contact info@mil-tree.org and

ask questions OR signup.

Open Studio Art Workshops are offered at the
Yucca Valley Community Center on Thursday
mornings, 9-11:30am. Participants bring their own
materials, pay a fee of $3, and are free to work on
whatever they are interested in.

Watercolor Workshops are offered at the Yucca
Valley Community Center most Thursday afternoons,
1-3pm. Participants bring their own materials, pay a
fee of $5, and can work on their own watercolor

projects or follow along with the instructor.

Watercolor Workshops are offered at the
AquaFit in Yucca Valley most Friday mornings,
9-11am. Participants bring their own materials, pay a
fee of $7, and can work on their own watercolor
projects or follow along with the instructor. Visit
instagram @watercoloryv or Facebook by searching
for watercolor.yv or contact Raini directly to confirm
workshop days, as she often travels!!

Plein Air meetups, organized by Krista Wargo,
happen in the desert almost every month and are
listed on the Chaparral calendar once confirmed.
Participants bring their own art supplies, prepare for
weather changes, and bring enough food and water
for painting outdoors. Locations chosen by Krista
have basic amenities like restrooms, but you need to
bring everything else you need.

Contact Krista directly if you plan to attend, so

she knows to expect you.

Chaparral Collage

Desert Surprises

Written by Nancy Kimes
Yes, I know I've been quiet for a long time, and I
was hoping this article would celebrate new roots and
a new home in Landers. I've had my eye on a couple
of properties, and it’s still possible that one of them
will come through. I was set on finding a place in
Landers, but setbacks and challenges have steered me
in a different direction. I don’t need to tell you why I
want a home in the desert. I'm still hoping to find a

place before the end of the year.
On Wednesday, October 30th, I met with my

realtor and looked at some promising places in Joshua
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Tree. It was a beautiful day, so David and I headed to
Joshua Tree National Park and enjoyed a midday
lunch at Hidden Valley, where many surprises came to
light. I captured several photos that I feel reflect these
encounters. For one, I had never seen Blue Jays in the
park, but there they were! And several little
critters—what I’ll call chipmunks—Iingered around,
hoping for some tasty crumbs. One even climbed onto
my leg! When I looked up, I spotted a quiet, attentive
Blue Jay perched in a scrub oak. Amazingly, I was
able to get close enough for some good shots.

After packing up our ice chest, we went for a
stroll. The clouds revealed shapes of birds and faces,
which always fascinate me. At one point during our
walk, I glanced back at just the right moment to catch
an explosion of color in the sky, radiating from a

cloud. It took my breath away! I've never experienced

RSl

Hidden Valley Picnic Area
Photos by Nancy Kimes

a moment like that before. For me, they were
welcoming signs, as if telling me that I will find the
right place in the desert.

There’s much more to share, but I’'ll save those

stories for another day.

Native American Heritage Month

Whitewater Preserve is celebrating Native
American Heritage Month, honoring the diverse
cultures, traditions, and histories of Indigenous
peoples and their contributions to land stewardship in
the California desert. Throughout the month, but
especially this coming weekend, enjoy free programs
for all ages, including volunteer opportunities,
educational talks, and engaging activities. Highlights
include the NAHM Trail Exploration Program, where
you can learn about the Cahuilla people while
creating crafts; a hands-on basket weaving workshop
led by

experience a lively Aztec dance workshop celebrating

conservationist Sienna Thomas; and
Mexica culture. Come learn, connect, and celebrate

together! All workshops are listed online.

Ongoing Invitation to Share!

Members and friends of Chaparral Artists, it is
never too late to share your artistic accomplishments,
stories, poetry, art snapshots, or art advice that you
have learned or devised along the way. Like the above
piece, please offer your insights to better aid your
in this

fellow colleagues. Your voice belongs

newsletter! Your submission will be read and
formatted to fit into the newsletter just like the article

above. You will be credited. Please, even if it is the
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shortest of advice, the briefest of updates, we want to
know about it.
Please share art-related information by sending

your thoughts to ChaparralArtists@gmail.com. For

anyone that cannot access the internet, call Raini

Armstrong at 760-383-3005 to arrange the

conveyance of your submission via phone or in

person.

Events Calendar

November 2 & 3 [FIRST WEEKEND)]
JTNP Art Expo Festival, 10am-4pm
Chaparral members in attendance - Jeni Bate!
(Did I miss you? Please share and | will edit)
74055 Cottonwood Dr, Twentynine Palms

November 2
JTNP Art Expo Reception, 4pm-7pm
74055 Cottonwood Dr, Twentynine Palms

November 8-10 [SECOND WEEKEND]
Yucca Valley Film Festival
Friday - Red Carpet, Mayor’s welcome, Screenings
Saturday - Screenings, Kids Program, Masterclass
Sunday - Industry Event, Scriptwriters &
Composers Roundtable, Screenings, Interactive Event,
Red Carpet & Awards, cocktails conclusion
57090 29 Palms Hwy, Yucca Valley

November 11
Chaparral Artists - General Meeting, 1-3pm
AquaFit
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

November 14 & 15
Chaparral Artists - Creative Art
Judged Exhibit, Open to the Public!

Drop-off Day 1

November 14 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2

November 15 at 12:30-2pm

Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

November 16 & 17 [THIRD WEEKEND]
Yucca Valley Arts & Crafts Fest (Gourd Festival)
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

November 16
Chaparral Artists - Soft Opening, 3-5pm
Held during the 3rd Saturday Yucca Valley Art Walk
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

November 20 [Wednesday]

Chaparral Artists OUTING, we will meet up at Jack in
the Box in Yucca Valley at 9am. We caravan to our
destination for the 11am scheduled visit. Tickets
MUST be pre-purchase by each participant!
Agua Caliente Cultural Center & Museum
140 N Indian Canyon Dr, Palm Springs

November 30 [FINAL WEEKEND]
29 Palms Art Gallery, Holiday Art Market
Be sure to check with the gallery to see if spaces are
available if you want to be a vendor.
74055 Cottonwood Dr, Twentynine Palms

November
Chaparral Featured Artist - Joan Scott
AquafFit (Center for Healthy Generations)
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

November
Chaparral Featured Artist - Tami Roleff
Desert Hills Presbyterian Church
56750 Mountain View Trail, Yucca Valley

Administrative Assembly 2024

Victoria Sebanz
Myrtle Cassell

President

Vice President

Treasurer Nancy Miehle
Membership  |Vqlunfeer NEEDED!
Secretary Raini Armstrong
Advertising Rainbow Stew
Historian Volunteer NEEDED!
Newsletter Raini Armstrong

Raini (chairperson) +

Show Committee Board members

Sunshine Julia Terpening

Raini (chairperson) +
Board members

Volunteer NEEDED!
Nancy McHenry

‘Website, Social

Publicity
Hospitality
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