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General Meetings

The November meeting was held on the 11th at
AquaFit in Yucca Valley, where we regularly meet
every second Monday. Nine (9) attended the meeting
where brief organization updates were provided
before we opened the discussion up to member

updates and the sharing of in progress art.

Our NEXT regular meeting is on December 9
(1pm) at AquaFit in Yucca Valley. This is our holiday
party and we hope to make it another joyous one!

We hold two friendly contests - a greeting card
contest and an ornament contest. These are for fun,
but they are also inspiring. It is amazing what each of

our members come up with to celebrate the season. I

personally love the variety from each of our unique
members and visitors who share what they have
decided to share with their loved ones in a way of
greetings from afar or the decorative flair they enjoy
at their home.

We will hold a gift exchange (used to be an
auction), where we ask members to bring in a plainly
wrapped or bagged gift to be tagged with a number
(we do that for you). This is meant to be a fun
opportunity for everyone to open gifts and they can be
of the ‘white elephant’ variety that never quite found
a place in your home, they can be those gently used
creative supplies no longer receiving the constant love
they used to, or something picked out for this
gathering, just don’t break the bank and plan on
keeping purchases under $20.

Warm drinks will be available (tea, coffee, cocoa),
some sweet snacks will likely surface, and if you feel
like providing some food stuff, we will gladly set it
all up on a decorated potluck table.

Invite friends and family, we always seem to have
plenty of goodies to go around, and tell them about

the contests! Everyone is free to participate in the fun.

Board Meetings

Our Board meetings are held on the same day as
our general meetings to keep things simple. Our next
Board meeting will be on December 9 at 11:30 AM,
also held at the Center for Healthy Generations.
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Remember that members are invited to join these

meetings.

Group Outings

In November, we ventured into downtown Palm
Springs on the 20th to visit the Agua Caliente
Cultural Center and Museum. Six of us traveled to
this destination to explore the exhibits and draw
inspiration from the creative uses of technology,

lighting, and materials that represented the evolving

world of this unique group of people. The building

itself was stunning, both inside and out, and the

engaging visual displays were captivating and
thought-provoking. We snapped up a couple photos
from the day, some added here to the newsletter, but I
for one forgot a group shot!

Afterward, we grabbed lunch from a quirky
market café on the outskirts of Desert Hot Springs,
where we enjoyed a leisurely meal and great
conversation under a lemon tree. It was a wonderful
way to spend the day with fellow creative souls!

December tends to be an especially busy month,
filled with gatherings, receptions, festivals, and more.
Because of this, we decided not to schedule any
official outings. However, there are still plenty of
exciting travel options available! One example is the
Living Desert Zoo and Gardens, which hosts ticketed
evening light displays.

If you take part in—or have already
experienced—any memorable outings, please share
We’d
in the next edition of THIS

them with us! love to include your
recommendations
newsletter for anyone interested.

Remember to share your trip recommendations
and requests. The rest of the year and into the next is

open to suggestions! Chaparral Artists@gmail.com

Gallery Displavs

Previous Exhibit - Judged Creative Art

In November, we held our fall judged Creative
Art exhibit at Rainbow Stew in Yucca Valley. This
exhibit featured twenty (20) entries from eight (8)
talented creators. The exhibit was on display between

November 15 and December 11. It turned out to be a
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small showing but a strong one nonetheless with a
variety of mediums and styles represented.

Our judge was Zach Fleming-Boyles. Zach is an
artist and art educator working at the Hi-Desert
Nature Museum. With a B.A. in Art Practice from UC
Berkeley he has managed K-12 school and outreach
programs, taught at the Palm Springs Art Museum,
taught printmaking and managed youth educational
programs.

Congratulations to the artists that placed!

NATURE’S KALEIDOSCOPE
Ist - "Whispers" by Raini Armstrong
2nd - "A New Beginning" by Nancy Miehle
3rd - "Lovely Lotus" by Sharon George

BEAUTIFUL CREATURES
1st - "Raven Girl Creates the World" by Victoria Sebanz
2nd - "Love's Reflection" by Donna Webb
3rd - "Watching" by Raini Armstrong
HM - "Pearl of Wisdom" by Victoria Sebanz

ABSTRACT
Ist - "Spring Blossoms" by Victoria Sebanz
2nd - "Yuteca" by Raini Armstrong
3rd - "Melody in Mauve" by Victoria Sebanz

BEST OF SHOW
"Midwest Bliss" by Raini Armstrong
Next Exhibit - Judged, OPEN, Creative Photo

This December, we invite everyone to submit up
to five creative photographs for a judged exhibit. We

aim to feature three categories, typically Nature,

Manmade, and Creatures, but we reserve the right to
adjust these categories based on the focus of entries
received. For example, if a large number of
submissions center on a theme like night skies, we
may replace one of the original categories
accordingly. Decisions on category adjustments will
be made once we see the entries submitted.

This exhibit is open to the public, and all are
welcome to submit an entry up to a maximum 16x20
frame. Obviously, you may end up mating your entry,
but if you decide to frame a 16x20, unmatted,
photograph, we will accept it! Submissions may
include new creations or past works, provided they
have not previously been awarded a prize in a
Chaparral judged exhibit. While we’ll do our best to
prevent re-entries of prize winners, we appreciate
your help in keeping the exhibit fresh for everyone!

Artwork intake will take place at Rainbow Stew
on Thursday, December 12, from 4:30 to 6:00 pm,
and Friday, December 13, from 12:30 to 2:00 pm.
Please don't wait until the last minute to deliver
your piece! We scheduled judges to arrive around
2:00 pm, so all submissions must be entered, labeled,
and fees paid before then.

The reception will be held on Saturday, December
21, from 3:00 to 5:00 PM. Everyone is invited, and if
you’re a notified prize winner, we especially
encourage you to attend so we can take photos of
participants next to their submissions!

Information about upcoming shows can be found
on the Chaparral Artists website. Navigate to
Publications, then Exhibits, and locate the show

paperwork you’re interested in. Be sure to check back
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regularly for updates. If you notice any missing

information, please contact an officer to let us know.

Artists of the Month

We feature Chaparral members at both the Desert
Hills Presbyterian Church in Yucca Valley AND
AquaFit in Yucca Valley. We do not control when
these venues open, so calling in advance to a visit is
recommended.

During the month of December we feature Bob
Rufer at the Desert Hills Presbyterian Church in
Yucca Valley. Bob is a photographer of a myriad of
delights. No one location, theme, or subject matter
holds that man down. He travels and he enjoys the big
and the little things life has to offer, which is evident
in his captures!

On display now and until December 9th, Joan
Scott is sharing her art at AquaFit. Going up soon,
YOU are invited to delight us with creations at
AquaFit by bringing in up to three smaller, ready to
sell pieces that can be on display during one of the
busier times of the AquaFit establishment. AquaFit
hosts private parties, yoga groups and other activities,
so your creative talents are SEEN. Please bring your
submissions to the Holiday meeting, December 9th!!
Without you, the walls are bare. We thank all
members who participate. Art will remain on the
walls until Friday, January 10, 2025.

If YOU are interested in sharing your work at

these locations, contact Raini Armstrong.

Creative Opportunities

Workshops and Paint-outs

There are numerous chances to make art in the
Morongo Basin, whether by enjoying solitude, joining
plein air sessions and writing opportunities, or
participating in group projects, creative workshops,
photography trips, and writers' groups.

Mil-Tree Writers Group meets Monday
evenings, online via Zoom, 7-9pm. This writing
group welcomes individuals of all writing levels and
fosters a relaxed and friendly environment. The
primary expectation is that members are open to
providing feedback on their peers' writing, but all are
encouraged to share their own written work as well.

Interested in joining? Contact info@mil-tree.org and

ask questions OR signup.

Open Studio Art Workshops are offered at the
Yucca Valley Community Center on Thursday
mornings, 9-11:30am. Participants bring their own
materials, pay a fee of $3, and are free to work on
whatever they are interested in.

Watercolor Workshops are offered at the Yucca
Valley Community Center most Thursday afternoons,
1-3pm. Participants bring their own materials, pay a
fee of $5, and can work on their own watercolor
projects or follow along with the instructor.

Watercolor Workshops are offered at the
AquaFit in Yucca Valley most Friday mornings,
9-11am. Participants bring their own materials, pay a
fee of $7, and can work on their own watercolor

projects or follow along with the instructor. Visit

instagram @watercolor.yv or Facebook by searching
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for watercolor.yv or contact Raini directly to confirm
workshop days, as she often travels!!

Plein Air meetups, organized by Krista Wargo,
happen in the desert almost every month and are
listed on the Chaparral calendar once confirmed.
Participants bring their own art supplies, prepare for
weather changes, and bring enough food and water
for painting outdoors. Locations chosen by Krista
have basic amenities like restrooms, but you need to
bring everything else you need.

Contact Krista directly if you plan to attend, so

she knows to expect you.

Membership Dues

We hope everyone will join us again in 2025 for
another year of supportive fun with Chaparral Artists!

Your membership offers tremendous value, including:

o Eight themed exhibits at Rainbow Stew with no
entry fees

e Lower fees for the four open judged exhibits

e Monthly featured artist space at participating
venues, free of charge

e Ten opportunities throughout the year for
creative discussions and/or demonstrations at our
meetings

e Group outings, creative camaraderie, popup
coordination opportunities, and updates on
creative events through our newsletters and

COI'I'@SpOl’ldel’lCG

We take pride in fostering an environment where
members can hone existing skills, learn new ones, and

explore countless creative possibilities together.

Renew your membership in person at the December

or January meeting:

e $25 per individual
e $35 per family

Officers Needed

We need your help! Several key positions must
always be filled for Chaparral Artists to continue
functioning as an organization: President, Vice
President, Treasurer, and Secretary. Currently, the
most critical role to fill is President, as Victoria
Sebanz has reached the end of her term in accordance
with our bylaws.

We will send out details regarding open positions
via email and can create an email poll to collect votes
if not everyone can attend the meetings. However, we
still need your recommendations or your willingness
to volunteer by the January meeting.

If you decide to step forward for a position, please
note that you will not assume the role immediately.
Your term would officially begin in June, allowing
several months for coordination with the 2024 board
members. This period, from February to June,
provides opportunities for discussion, collaboration,
and a gradual transition into the responsibilities of
your new role.

We encourage you to seriously consider any of the
available positions based on your interests and skills.

These include President, Vice President, Treasurer,
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Secretary, Advertising, Hospitality, Field Trip
Coordinator, Show Committee Chair, Demonstration
Chair, Webmaster, Membership, Newsletter Editor,
and Historian.

That said, the roles of President and Vice
President are currently our highest priorities. The
primary requirement for officers is a commitment to
attend most, if not all, officer and general meetings.
Communication and coordination among officers are
essential to our success.

Thank you for considering how you can support

Chaparral Artists in these vital roles!

Chaparral Collage

Festivals & Markets & Fairs

It has been a busy few weekends filled with fun
diversions. Several of our members were spotted at
the Yucca Valley Art Festival on November 16—17 at
the Community Center, where Chaparral members
Jeni Bate, Janet Kruser, Nancy and Charlie McHenry,
Keely Namura and many more artists showcased and
sold their art.

The Holiday Art Market, November 30, at the 29
Palms Art Gallery, found Raini Armstrong, Nancy
and Charlie McHenry, and Kathy Miller among many
more local creatives showcasing their art.

An UPCOMING opportunity to show off your
works is right around the corner - Holiday Arts/Crafts
Fair at Rainbow Stew. December 14th (Saturday
only) - get ready for another ONE-Day sales
opportunity. Remember that these are
low-commitment, fun ways to showcase your talent!

We are juggling the logistics—canopy, tables, display

Charlie McHenry Keely Namura

walls, flyers, signs, and everything we need to make
Chaparral Artists shine. All you need to do is bring
your craft, yourself, and a chair to sit in! Please stay
as long as you can, because YOU need to be able to
answer questions about your creative works. We're
calling all makers to share small to midsize,
sale-ready arts and crafts that can be set up in a 2x2 or
small space (we share tables and walls). We will be
set up on the side of Rainbow Stew along that large
wall. Other artists will have their own booths/tables.
We as the Chaparral Artists group are given a larger
area to share.

So, what about YOU? Do you have art that’s
ready to  sell?  Greeting cards, framed
photography/paintings 8x10, and other small goodies
sell best. Don’t miss out! Please reply back to this
email if interested so I know to expect you. I will also

be able to share information like set-up time.
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You can also find several of our members at
upcoming events! Be sure to explore and enjoy what

our local art hub in the Hi-Desert has to offer. Stay

warm, stay safe, and have fun!

Ongoing Invitation to Share!

Members and friends of Chaparral Artists, it is
never too late to share your artistic accomplishments,
stories, poetry, art snapshots, or art advice that you
have learned or devised along the way. Like the above
piece, please offer your insights to better aid your
in this

fellow colleagues. Your voice belongs

newsletter! Your submission will be read and

formatted to fit into the newsletter just like the article
above. You will be credited. Please, even if it is the
shortest of advice, the briefest of updates, we want to
know about it.

Please share art-related information by sending

your thoughts to Chaparral Artists@gmail.com. For

anyone that cannot access the internet, call Raini

Armstrong at 760-383-3005 to arrange the
conveyance of your submission via phone or in

person.
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Events Calendar

December 3 [Tuesday Only]
Evening of Holiday Cheer at Freedom Plaza
29 Palms Holiday Festival, 5am-8pm
6525 Freedom Way, Twentynine Palms

December 7 [Saturdays until xmas]
Country Christmas Market, 9am-4pm
61716 Twentynine Palms Hwy, Joshua Tree

December 7 [Saturday Only]

Yucca Valley Holiday Craft Faire, 10am-3pm
Look for members Nancy McHenry, Nancy Miehle,
and more (email us to be added here!)
57090 29 Palms Hwy, Yucca Valley

December 7
29 Palms Art Gallery Reception, 4-6pm
74055 Cottonwood Drive, Twentynine Palms

December 8 [Sunday Only]
Mojave Fiber Fair, 10am-4pm
66031 Twentynine Palms Hwy, Joshua Tree

December 9
Chaparral Artists - HOLIDAY PARTY, 1-3pm
AquaFit - 57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

December 12 & 13
Chaparral Artists - Creative PHOTOGRAPHY
Judged Exhibit, Open to the Public!

Drop-off Day 1

December 12 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2

December 13 at 12:30-2pm

Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

December 14 [Saturday Only]
Joshua Lane Christmas Craft Faire, 8am-4pm
57333 Joshua Ln, Yucca Valley

December 14 [Saturdays until xmas]
Country Christmas Market, 9am-4pm
61716 Twentynine Palms Hwy, Joshua Tree

December 14 [Saturday Only]
Rainbow Stew Christmas Art & Craft Faire, 10-4pm
55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

Look for members Raini Armstrong, Nancy McHenry,

and more (email us to be added here)
Stop by, say hi, and shop!

December 14 [Saturday Only]
29 Gallery Open House Fun, 11am-3pm
74055 Cottonwood Drive, Twentynine Palms

December 15 [Sunday Only]
Historic Plaza Holiday Market, 12-6pm
5669 Historic Plz, Twentynine Palms

December 21
Chaparral Artists Reception
Creative PHOTOGRAPHY, 3-5pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

December
Chaparral Featured Artist - members mix!
AquafFit (Center for Healthy Generations)
57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

December
Chaparral Featured Artist - Bob Rufer
Desert Hills Presbyterian Church
56750 Mountain View Trail, Yucca Valley

Administrative Assembly 2024

Victoria Sebanz
Myrtle Cassell

President

Vice President

Treasurer Nancy Miehle
Membership  [1uniécr NEEDED!
Secretary Raini Armstrong
Advertising Rainbow Stew
Historian Volunteer NEEDED!
Newsletter Raini Armstrong

Raini (chairperson) +

' T “ 2
Show Committee Board members

Sunshine Julia Terpening

rehsite .1 |Raini (chairperson) +
Website, Social Board members

Volunteer NEEDED!

Nancy McHenry

Publicity
Hospitality




