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Editor’s Note

I think it is safe to assume that many, if not all of
us in the group have friends, family, or connections to
entities or establishments in and around the LA area.
What has occurred because of the fires is a
monumental tragedy that is on our minds here in the
desert and beyond. I would be remiss not to extend
my thoughts to those struggling as this newsletter is
finalized.

Often, we present a supportive ‘creative’ vibe as
we update our membership each month on what we
have accomplished as a group and what lies ahead.
Creativity is always at the center of this newsletter,

but so is the intention of kindness and hope.

Our neighbors and the larger community as a
whole in Southern California will have much to
grapple with. Many creative minds have been, and
will indelibly be, affected by the fires. I hope that our
Chaparral members are okay both physically and
emotionally. If anything artistic can be born of this
disaster, I know it will stem from the healing force of
art at its creative core.

Keep yourselves safe as best you can, and keep
creating, because emotional health during these
moments may just be key to aiding others
physically—in whatever way some may wish to lend

support—when the time comes.

Presidents Palette

Hello and Happy New Year to Everyone!

I hope your holidays were amazing! I am looking
forward to seeing you all soon.

The next few months are vital for Chaparral as we
shape a new board, share and develop the history of
this organization, continue the legacy of those who
came before us, and provide mental and emotional
encouragement as well as technical, creative,
marketing, and exhibition opportunities for our artists
and members.

There is nothing we can’t achieve, provided we
have a clear vision, excellent communication and
feedback, and consistent, heartfelt volunteerism. I

continue to be amazed by what Chaparral has
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contributed to the community in the past, and I am

confident that this organization has the ability to

generate even more “good vibes” and beautiful art in
the future.

That being said, here are four key initiatives
we’ve implemented over the years that I hope will
continue:

1. Valuing Our Members: Our members who
lead workshops and demonstrations receive a
stipend. This acknowledges that artists

deserve to be compensated for their efforts,

skills, and passion.

2. Supporting Member and Community Needs:
We aim to offer workshops based on what our
members and community request.

Additionally, we pay visiting artists for their

time and travel, ensuring that their
contributions are respected.

3. Expanding Artist Marketing: We’ve developed
colorful banners, brochures, and cards. I hope
to introduce smaller promotional banners for
our exhibiting artists to display that showcases
their work as individuals as well as part of our
unique organization. Marketing is

essential—it amplifies our voices, preserves

Chaparral’s  creativity, and sustains our
growth.

4. Encouraging Every Artistic Journey: From
trying new techniques to respecting diverse art
forms, we celebrate every step of an artist’s
journey. This includes supporting

non-members of all ages and abilities in their

creative pursuits.

I continue to work on condensing Chaparral’s
history, expanding public relations, and identifying
new opportunities to develop our exhibition spaces.

However, IT IS TIME for others to step up and
assume leadership roles, including President, Vice
President (with a focus on Activities and Events),
Membership, Treasurer, Educational Outreach and
Coordination, and Public Relations. These roles can
often be more manageable when shared, so consider
pairing up!

It’s crucial for us to lead with ethics, transparency,
and honesty in everything we do—that’s how we roll!

While I will remain involved, I also need time to
finish the book I'm writing. If you know someone
who loves and advocates for the arts, tell them about
this opportunity. They don’t need to be working
artists; they simply need a variety of skills, a
commitment to foundational support, and a
responsible, team-player mindset. Leaders with heart
and intellect are welcome. (And a sense of humor is
essential—it’s a family, after all!)

Chaparral’s transparency, community
engagement, and code of ethics have carried us
through challenging and wonderful times. Let’s
ensure these values continue to guide us forward.

I encourage you to think outside the box—there is
truly nothing we cannot achieve together!

Sincerely and Humbly,

Victoria Sebanz Zee

General Meetings

The December meeting was held on the 9th at

AquaFit in Yucca Valley, where we have met every
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second Monday. This particular meeting was our
annual holiday party, making it a special opportunity
to celebrate with other creators. Sixteen (16) attended
the meeting and unlike other general gatherings, we
did not get around to many organization updates, but
rather we jumped into enjoying the company of
members and visitors, we ate fun foods, we partook in
a couple fun and lighthearted contests, and we

enjoyed a gift exchange.

Since this newsletter is going out late, we also met
on Monday, January 13 at AquaFit in Yucca Valley,
and we were thrilled to see everyone who could make
it - sixteen (16) in attendance! This gathering proved
to be a wonderful way for members, both new and
returning, to connect, share ideas, and help shape
another creative and exciting year for Chaparral
Artists.

This meeting was especially important because
we discussed possible exhibit themes for our shows at
Rainbow Stew from February through December. If
you offered a theme idea, we appreciated hearing it,
and it may even make it onto the calendar! We chatted
creative and brainstormed

about all things

together—it was inspiring to hear everyone’s
thoughts. Your feedback and suggestions have always
been the driving force behind our group’s success,
and we celebrated and supported everything our
members are working on.

Oh, and just a reminder—if you hadn’t sent in
your 2025 membership renewal yet, you had the
opportunity to bring it to the meeting. Please send out

your reasonably priced membership fee either via

postal service or visit the website and pay through the
membership link.

We were also thrilled to have Tami Wood join us
this month to introduce us to the art of assemblage. It
was hands-on and fun! She brought in so many
amazing examples, some materials to share and most
importantly the inspiration we might have needed for
upcoming assemblage opportunities. Tami shared
valuable tips on composition and materials, making it
a fantastic opportunity to learn something new and
explore creativity.

This meeting truly became a time to connect,
create, and inspire each other. We’re so grateful to
everyone who attended and contributed to making it a

success!

Board Meetings

Our Board meetings are held on the same day as
our general meetings to keep things simple. The
January 13 meeting was held at 11:30 AM, also at
AquaFit. Remember that members are invited to join

these meetings!

Group Outings

We took a break during December due to the
holidays and celebrations peppered through the
month, but we are back at it in January.

Chaparral Artists are heading to the Palm Springs
Art Festival on January 19 - located at Frances
Stevens Park, 555 N. Palm Canyon Drive. We meet at
Jack in the Box, Yucca Valley at 9am and we should

be caravanning through Morongo Valley by 9:30am.
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If you plan on coming with us, please notify an
officer so we know to expect you!

The January Palm Springs Art Festival is a West
Coast Artists event. This festival features up to 64
artisans, offering a leisurely and enjoyable experience
for attendees to explore.

West Coast Artists, founded by Ronda Mills in
1983, has produced lovely art festivals across
Southern California, Arizona, and Nevada for over 30
years. These events showcase diverse, exceptional
original artwork by talented artists and craftsmen
from the Western United States, including
contemporary, traditional, and southwest styles. The
feature works in  various

shows unique

media—painting, sculpture, photography, pottery,
jewelry, and more—offering something for every
taste and budget, from decorative pieces to lifetime
keepsakes.

We hope you can carve out some time to travel
down with us and experience one of our many
excellent desert excursions.

If you take part in—or have already
experienced—any memorable outings, please share
We’d

in the next edition of THIS

them with us! love to include your
recommendations
newsletter for anyone interested.

Remember to share your trip recommendations
and requests. The rest of the year and into the next is

open to suggestions! Chaparral Artists@gmail.com

Gallery Displays

Previous Exhibit - Creative Photography

In December, we held our fall judged Creative
Photography exhibit at Rainbow Stew in Yucca
Valley. This exhibit featured twenty-five (25) entries
from eight (8) talented creators. The exhibit was on
display between December 12 and January 15. It
turned out to be another smaller judged show and
because of that, the entire show was judged as a
single category. Though we try to arrange entries into
certain categories, this particular collection of
submissions was difficult to adequately divide into
groups.

Our judge, Dan Bartlett, is an assemblage artist
known for his functional creations, where he crafts
retro-futuristic lamps and household items from
repurposed objects. He used a straightforward point
system to judge, with three main criteria: Technical
Skill, Composition, and Impact of Scene. Each of
these factors is scored from 1 to 3. After all
submissions are scored, if there are any ties,
additional consideration is given to the quality of
presentation.

Congratulations to the artists that placed!

Ist - "She Waits" by Victoria Sebanz
2nd - "Pendant Leaf" by Victoria Sebanz
3rd - "Incoming, Ma!" by Raini Armstrong
HM - "Pink Ruins under Pink Sky" by Tami Roleff
PRESIDENT’S AWARD
"Yosemite Reflection" by Bob Rufer
BEST OF SHOW

"She Waits" by Victoria Sebanz
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Next Exhibit - “Anything Goes”

This January, we invite members to submit up to
five pieces -

Artwork intake will take place at Rainbow Stew
on Thursday, January 16, from 4:30 to 6:00 pm, and
Friday, January 17, from 12:30 to 2:00 pm.

The reception will be held on Saturday, January
18, from 3:00 to 5:00 PM during the Third Saturday
Old Town Artwalk. Everyone is invited, and we
especially encourage exhibit participants and their
friends to the reception because we are celebrating
you and your works.

Information about upcoming shows can be found
on the Chaparral Artists website. Navigate to
Publications, then Exhibits, and locate the show
paperwork you’re interested in. Be sure to check back
regularly for updates. If you notice any missing

information, please contact an officer to let us know.

Artists of the Month

We feature Chaparral members at both the Desert
Hills Presbyterian Church in Yucca Valley AND
AquaFit in Yucca Valley. We do not control when
these venues open, so calling in advance to a visit is
recommended.

During the month of January we feature Tami
Wood at the Desert Hills Presbyterian Church in
Yucca Valley. Tami is sharing a fantastic collection of
assemblage creations until February. Tami is a mixed
media wonder — she creates using numerous flat
materials as well as three-dimensional materials, and
this display provides an excellent collection of small

to mid-sized assemblage dimensional pieces. Her

style is fun, exciting, quirky and bold. Stop by
sometime in January before her work is off to another
exhibit!

On display until February, Nancy Miehle is
showcasing her art at AquaFit. An active creator in
our Basin, Nancy captures the essence of the desert
with her gentle landscapes and charming animal
portrayals. A talented multi-media artist, she has a
collection of works in oil, watercolor, and stained
glass on display. Her style is both soft and bold,
featuring a wonderfully friendly color palette that
reflects the beauty of our surrounding desert. Like
many of our talented local artists, Nancy finds
inspiration in the unique charm of our desert scenes.
Be sure to stop by and experience her work!

If YOU are interested in sharing your work at
these locations, contact Raini Armstrong to select an

available month.

Creative Opportunities

Workshops and Paint-outs

There are numerous chances to make art in the
Morongo Basin, whether by enjoying solitude, joining
plein air sessions and writing opportunities, or
participating in group projects, creative workshops,
photography trips, and writers' groups.

Mil-Tree Writers Group meets Monday
evenings, online via Zoom, 7-9pm. This writing
group welcomes individuals of all writing levels and
fosters a relaxed and friendly environment. The
primary expectation is that members are open to
providing feedback on their peers' writing, but all are

encouraged to share their own written work as well.
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Interested in joining? Contact info@mil-tree.org and

ask questions OR signup.

Open Studio Art Workshops are offered at the
Yucca Valley Community Center on Thursday
mornings, 9-11:30am. Participants bring their own
materials, pay a fee of $3, and are free to work on
whatever they are interested in.

Watercolor Workshops are offered at the Yucca
Valley Community Center most Thursday afternoons,
1-3pm. Participants bring their own materials, pay a
fee of $5, and can work on their own watercolor
projects or follow along with the instructor.

Watercolor Workshops are offered at the
AquaFit in Yucca Valley most Friday mornings,
9-11am. Participants bring their own materials, pay a
fee of $7, and can work on their own watercolor
projects or follow along with the instructor. Visit
instagram (@watercoloryv or Facebook by searching
for watercolor.yv or contact Raini directly to confirm
workshop days, as she often travels!!

Plein Air meetups, organized by Krista Wargo,
happen in the desert almost every month and are
listed on the Chaparral calendar once confirmed.
Participants bring their own art supplies, prepare for
weather changes, and bring enough food and water
for painting outdoors. Locations chosen by Krista
have basic amenities like restrooms, but you need to
bring everything else you need.

Contact Krista directly if you plan to attend, so

she knows to expect you.

Membership Dues

Join Chaparral Artists in 2025 for another year of
creativity and camaraderie! Membership includes:

o 8-9 free themed shows (@ Rainbow Stew

e Discounted fees on 3-4 public judged shows

e Two monthly featured artist spaces

e 10 discussions/demonstrations annually

e Group outings, popups, and events

Renew your membership in person by swinging
by Rainbow Stew during our January intake, send in
application/fee via post (P.O. Box 2202, Joshua Tree,
CA 92252) or online on the website! $25 per
individual, $35 per couple.

Officers STILL Needed

We Need Your Help! Chaparral Artists cannot
function without key roles being filled. The most
urgent need is for a President and Vice President, as
Victoria Sebanz and Myrtle Cassell have completed
their terms, per our bylaws.

We NEED YOU! If you're willing to step up, your
term would officially begin in June 2025, giving you
several months to collaborate with the current board
and prepare for your role. From February to June,
you’ll have time for discussions, training, and a
smooth transition.

Consider ANY Position... In addition to President
and Vice President, other roles always need
volunteers, including:

Secretary, Advertising, Webmaster, Newsletter

Writer/Editor, and Historian.
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Many of these tasks are being handled by a single
individual, so stepping into any role would make a
big difference! By lightening the load for others, you
could help create the space for existing volunteers to
step forward as President or Vice President.

Primary Requirements: Attend officer and general
meetings. Stay in touch via email, text, or phone.

Every contribution matters. Please consider

volunteering and help ensure the continued success of

Chaparral Artists!

Chaparral Collage

Creative Forms - Assemblage & Collage

Assemblage and collage are exceptionally creative
and imaginative processes in the world of art, offering
an eye-opening approach to transforming the ordinary
into the extraordinary. These unique forms of artistic
expression often involve combining a wide array of
disparate materials, many of which were originally
designed for entirely different purposes. For instance,
old magazines, newspapers, gears from broken
machines, shipping boxes, shredded materials, and
even retired painting tools—items that might
otherwise be discarded—can find new purpose and
vitality in the visual narrative of an assemblage or
collage.

What makes these art forms particularly
fascinating is their ability to breathe new life into
materials that were once failing, forgotten, or
overlooked, giving them a second chance to captivate
and inspire. Assemblage and collage are closely
related, with the primary distinction lying in their

dimensionality. Collage is typically two-dimensional,

consisting of layered elements arranged on a flat
surface. Assemblage, on the other hand, transcends
the confines of flatness, creating dynamic,
three-dimensional compositions that invite viewers to
explore from multiple perspectives.

Both art forms offer incredible versatility, capable
of producing delicate, small-scale creations or
monumental, larger-than-life works. Whether subtle
and intricate or bold and expansive, assemblage and
collage demonstrate the boundless potential of artistic
innovation and the beauty of reimagining the
materials that surround us.

We hope to dedicate another month to
Assemblage & Collage art forms this year at Rainbow
Stew, as they have been fun and successful themes in
years prior. AND the Art from Recycled Materials
exhibit is coming up at the Hi-Desert Nature
Museum, titled “From Waste to Wonder”. The exhibit
will be on display from March 22 - May 11, with

intake on March 5-8. Let’s all consider participating!

Ongoing Invitation to Share!

Members and friends of Chaparral Artists, it’s
never too late to share your artistic accomplishments,
stories, poetry, art snapshots, or the valuable advice
you’ve learned or devised along the way. Just like the
piece above, your insights can help inspire and
support your fellow colleagues. Your voice belongs in
this newsletter!

We aim to continue featuring fun and concise
write-ups, overviews, and summaries about various
creative art forms. If you have insights to share on
topics like Abstract Art, Sculpture, Music, Dance,

Writing, Theatre, or any other form of creativity, we
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encourage you to lend YOUR voice to this
publication.

Worried about length or grammatical correctness?
Don’t be! Your submission will be reviewed and
formatted to fit seamlessly into the newsletter, just
like the article above. You’ll also receive proper
credit. Whether it’s a short piece of advice or a quick
update, we want to hear from you!

Please share art-related information by sending

your thoughts to ChaparralArtists@gmail.com. For

anyone that cannot access the internet, call Raini

Armstrong at 760-383-3005 to arrange the
conveyance of your submission via phone or in

person.

Events Calendar

January 4
29 Palms Art Gallery Reception, 4-6pm
74055 Cottonwood Drive, Twentynine Palms

January 11
Cozy Corner Gallery features Tracie Schatz
Soul Connection reception, 5am-7pm
Art on display and available to purchase Fri-Sun
(12-5pm) or Mon (11-4pm)
61877 29 Palms Hwy, Joshua Tree

January 13
Chaparral Artists - General Meeting, 1-3pm
AquaFit - 57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

January 13
Medical Center Healing Arts reception, 5pm
Hi Desert Medical Center
6601 White Feather Road, Joshua Tree

January 16 & 17
Chaparral Artists - “Anything Goes”
Members Exhibit

Drop-off Day 1

January 16 at 4:30-6pm
Drop-off Day 2

January 17 at 12:30-2pm

Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway
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Administrative Assembly 2024
Volunteer NEEDED!
Victoria Sebanz

Volunteer NEEDED!
Myrtle Cassell

President

Vice President

Treasurer Nancy Miehle
Membership Myrtle Cassell
Secretary Raini Armstrong/
Advertising Rainbow Stew
Historian Volunteer NEEDED!
Newsletter Raini Armstrong

Raini (chairperson) +

Show Committee |5, 4" members

Sunshine Julia Terpening

Raini (chairperson) +
Board members

Volunteer NEEDED!

'Website, Social

Publicity
Hospitality

Nancy McHenry

January 18
Chaparral Artists Reception
“Anything Goes” members exhibit, 3-5pm
Rainbow Stew, 55509 Twentynine Palms Highway

January 18
HDA Reception, 5-7pm
"Art Dialogue" show - look for Krista Wargo’s and
Noreen Lawlor’s creations!
HDA, 55635 29 Palms Hwy, Yucca Valley

January 20
CALL-FOR-ART deadline
“Colorful Creatures” 2025 Competition
WILD HEART GALLERY - Virtual Exhibitions
https://www.wildheartgallery.com/

January
Chaparral Featured Artist - Nancy Miehle
AquafFit, 57121 Sunnyslope Dr., Yucca Valley

January
Chaparral Featured Artist - Tami Wood
Desert Hills Presbyterian Church
56750 Mountain View Trail, Yucca Valley


mailto:ChaparralArtists@gmail.com

